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First class started in September
and will graduate in April

Special to Highlands Today list of approved firefighter
recruit training providers,

__ AVON PARK — Heartland the college sai SFSC now
residents can now turn to joins 42 training providers
South Florida State Col- across the state, including 15
lege to eamn the credentials of Florida's state colleges, in
needed to work as a career offering the two-part course.
firefighter in Florida. The Legislature, at the
SFSC launched its fire sci- urging of state Sen. Denise
ence program last fall, en- Grimsley, R-Sebring, ap-

rolling 11 recruits. propriated $2.6 million in t . s
In November, the State 2014 for SFSC to refit exist- . TSR
Fire Marshal gave SFSC's ing classroom space, build CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
program its stamp of ap- Soummsuucmmmnm&kmuwksm
proval, placing it on Florida’s FIREFIGHTING, Pages A recruiton the proper technique for deploying a hose.

Flr‘ﬂshﬂns Choate, a ME

s ate of Hardee High
From Page | ool, is looking to start a "
a water and fire tower, and ‘ ht now | am just ea- '
acquire the to gerto so that [ can
open the on the get in with a fire ﬁ;
conegssc Cam- ment,” said Choate. “1
pus, it's a local department,

“Our fire science that’s not necessary.”
gnmwunﬂ;d:am l:: The class trains with the

mmunity that was a latest technology to mim-
time in the making,” Kevin ic real-life situations. Re-

Brown, SFSC's dean of cruits practice

plied sciences and techniques in a 44-foot-

ogies, said. “We've received fire tower that simulates

tremendous support structure fires, including

t"fpngmm nmgz ‘?‘hey let:tnﬁwgu pulllng
up

including essential equip- & g and teamwork using two

ment from the Hardee ~ CONTRIBUTED PHOTO fire engines, each of which

County Commission and Instructor Rodney Tumbleston watches a recrult practice has seen service with area

the city of Frostproof.” using an axe to cut through a simulated floor. fire departments.

SFSC wrapped up the Entry into SFSC fire
construction and hired in- skills set to work as career whom are women, science re-
structors in time to enroll ﬂmﬂgterinamuyand memumpofbxquhu to have
the inaugural class in Sep- ity fire department. pounds.Somueu-ahU:sdmoldiploma
tember 2015. The class will  Prior to SFSC starting its  reer looking or its equivalent, pass a
graduate in early April wm@&nmmmmwmmwmmm

“Steve Ashworth, our fire 1o travel to Bradenton, One, only a few years out demonstrate a level of
science chair and the in- Tampa or Winter Haven of high school, wants to physical fitness needed to

recruits,” Brown said. an adjunct instructor, Haines “3,,,“.‘“""" Members of volunteer
Ashworth organized the at the new fire science George and Bm departments who have al-
site work, aided in draft- training site with the 11 re- work as paramedics for ready completed the ini-
ing building plans, and or- cruits, teaching them how County's fire and rescue tial 206-hours of training
dered training t. tobreach a shuttered door. service. The couple wants with another provider can
The state career  When not on cam ,mnbmenenmpwd\eenmﬂinSFSCtocom-
firefighter recruits to com- the Lake Placid career ladder plete the second phase of
plete a two-part training commutes to Boca Raton  “We looked into SFSC’s the training commonly
mnm.melnlﬁalm— n:"rninu%homshiﬂ mﬁmandhmdmdom known as Firefighter Il
phase of the course that city’s 216-mem for us,” said 43-year; To learn more about
covers the fundamental - ber oldGeotgeBaﬂey'WeSFSC‘sﬁmsdenocpm-
knowledge and skills to “These folks are doing thought it would be great , call Ashworth at
work as a member of a fire- a great job,” said Hanks, way of backing each other (863) 784-7272 or email
fighting team, who is a certified as a  up by taking the course to- ashworths@southflorida
graduates to work in a vol- ic, “ re like gether,” he said, with Cher- edu. Information on
unteer fire A sponges; they up ev- yl, his 37-year-old wife, program is available at the
second 192-hour course we teach.” in agreement. degrees and link
gives recruits the added The 11 recruits, four of resident Cole umammﬁt
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the bookstore on SFSC's
Highlands Campus.

SFSC's Honors Program
offers students cultural en-
richment, smaller classes,
scholarship opportunities
and special recognition at
the graduation ceremo-
ny as well as an honors
endorsement on their

Associate in Arts degree
and transcript. Honors
students also take partin a
. slgrvice-leaming project in
e community.
SFSC honors students Sm receiving the
schol must enroll in
recelve scholarshlps one honors course during
AVON PARK— South Flor-  the academic term in which
ida State College awarded  they receive the scholar-
13 students in its honors  ship. Returning students
program the Edward K. must achieve a 3.30 cumu-
Roberts Book Scholar- lative college grade-point
ship, an award that helps  average and continue to
students cover the costof  make satisfactory progress
textbooks. toward the Honors Program
Students awarded the Associate in Arts degree.
merit-based scholarship Nicole Darder, tapped
receive $250 in the form as one of the awardees,
of a credit they can use to-  singled out the ser-
ward the purchase of text-  vice-learning project as
one of the more reward-

books at the Campus Store,

ing features of the honors
program. “Through the
service-learning project,
we participate in new and
enriching experiences
outside of the classroom,”
she said. “That contributes
greatly to our leaning.”

Dr. Charlotte er,
who teaches English and
philosophy, heads up the
honors program. “SFSC is
delighted to work with the
Roberts Fund and the SFSC
Foundation to recognize
students for their outstand-
ing scholarship,” she said.

Two other awardees,
Mathew Estima and Chris-
tian Reitnauer, have also
drawn recognition for their
academic performance
through their participation
in Phi Theta Kappa, an in-
ternational academic hon-
or society. They have been
selected for the All-Florida
Academic Team, which
recognizes outstanding
students in the Florida
College System based on
academic achievement,

leadership and service to
the community.
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7 graduate from SFSC law enforcement program




AVON PARK — South
Florida State College
graduated seven law
enforcement officers
on Feb. 23, handing
them their diploma,
challenge coins, and
words of advice as they
begin their careers.

The class of five men
and two women filed
into SFSC's University
Center Auditorium on
the Highlands Campus
for the 7 p.m. ceremo-
ny and stood at atten-
tion while a color guard
presented the Stars
and Stripes. Family and
well-wishers filled the

*Your new public
service family is count-
ing on you to raise
the bar and raise the
standard,” said Greg
Bubb, a detective with
the State Fire Marshal’s
Office who investigates
fires and arsons in
south central Florida.

“Don’'t be scared, be
vigilant,” Bubb told
the cadets. “Don’t be
nervous, be ambitious.
Don't be complacent,
be tenacious,” said
Bubb, who patrolled
Highlands County as
a deputy early in his
‘career.
< He sounded notes

‘of caution mixed
‘with encouragement

 throughout his

10-minute speech. He
told the cadets law
enforcement is chal-
lenging but, at times,
treacherous.

“Your goal is not
survive, but to win,” he
said.

Michael Huften,
SFSC's coordinator
of criminal justice
raining, then called up
the seven cadets from
Basic Law Enforcement
Program Class 245
to the stage to hand
them their challenge
coins, specially minted
medallions that signify
their achievement and
bond as future law
enforcement officers.
Kevin Brown, SFSC's
dean of applied scienc-
es and technologies,
presented the cadets
with their diplomas.

Graduating that

" night were: Timothy

Duxbury, Crystal

M. Burns, James G.
Ford, Eduardo Garcia,
Maribel Gonzalez,
Salvador Gonzalez, and
James S. Sottile.

Huften singled out
Duxbury and Sottile
for their achievements
during the 11-month
course. Duxbury
earned top honors for
his academic excel-
lence and Sottile scored
the firearms award for
his work on the shoot-
ing range.

Cadets typically
complete the basic law
enforcement course
in six months. But this
class of cadets enrolled
in the part-time option,
nearly doubling the
completion time.

Ford, who was
tapped as class captain,
took to the lectern to
sum up his fellow ca-
dets’ accomplishments.

“We've persevered,”

to reach this point.”
Ford lives in Port
Charlotte and other
cadets commuted
from Haines City,
Glades County, and
Winter Haven.

Ford thanked

The cadets of Basic Law Enforcemént Class 245. From left:
Timothy Duxbury, James G. Ford, Crystal M. Burns, James S.
Sottile, Maribel Gonzalez, Salvador Gonzalez, and Eduardo Garda.

SESC’s instructors
for teaching the class
life’s lessons and
helping them make
it to graduation.
Then, addressing his
fellow cadets, Ford
commanded them

never to forget the
motto their class had
adopted.

“Fight to the finish,”
Ford said, with the
audience erupting
immediately into
applause.
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#Backchat to give teens, parents
chance to address sexting issue

By PHIL ATTINGER
Starr WRITER

LAKE PLACID —
When parent Larry
G. Moore attended
Monday’s meeting
on sexting at Lake
Placid Middle School,
several other parents
wondered aloud if
they could continue
the frank conversation
with their kids.

Fortunately, they
can, he said.

He and other board
members with Drug
Free Highlands
Coalition initiat-
ed #Backchat last
spring to give youth
and parents a com-
mon-ground forum to
discuss serious issues.

So far, it has met
twice — Aug. 14,
2015, and Jan. 22,
2016 — bringing in
50-70 people to South
Florida State College’s
University Center.
Another #Backchat is
scheduled for August
this year — right
before school, Moore
said.

“We cover all things
teen,” said Aisha
Alayande, director of
Drug Free Highlands.
That includes social
media, drugs, alcohol,
bullying, suicide, sexu-
al abuse and sexting.

The middle school
meeting was prompt-
ed by a recent rash
of nude selfies and
sexually explicit videos
created by LPMS stu-
dents and distributed
to other students. The
images were brought
to the attention of staff
and a school resource
deputy on Feb. 10.

Principal Chris Doty
told parents that the
images, because of
the way digital de-
vices store data, can
never be taken off the
Internet. Sheriff Susan

' Benton explained

that under the sexting
law, Florida Statute
847.0141, a minor has
committed a crime if
they knowingly use a
computer or other de-
vice that can transmit
the images to another
minor that depicts
nudity.

Alayande said at
the August #Backchat
that youngsters knew
sexting can lead to
criminal charges, and
even talked about
“revenge porn” sites
where people use old
sexting pictures to
slander others.

Moore said
#Backchat could help
parents learn what
their children are deal-
ing with, and continue

the town hall conver-
sation started with the
Lake Placid Middle
School meeting.

“] felt like (parent
night) participants got
what they needed,”
Moore said. “I wanted
to make sure there are
forums (where) they
can talk to get infor-
mation, so Highlands
County is healthier as
a whole."

#Backchat first
divides up youth and
parents to talk among
themselves in separate
areas, Alayande said.
Then, both groups
meet in one area to go
over what they learned
and what they want
the other group to
know.

Where parents found
their kids to be narcis-
sistic, she said, teens
found their parents to
be the same way.

“That communi-
cation was lacking,”
Alayande said.

The only downside
with the current SFSC
venue is that it’s not
convenient to Lake
Placid teens and their
families, so Moore
is hoping to team
with STR8 UP Youth
Ministry to put on
a program, possibly
using the STR8 UP
facility in Lake Placid.

“The idea is to
bring it to each city,”
Alayande said.

e next #Backchat
is scheduled for August
at SFSC, but anyone
who wants to schedule
one before then can
contact Drug Free
Highlands at 863-382-
2138 or info@drugfree-
highlands.org.

Kin Leatherman con-
tributed to this story.
Phil Attinger may be
contacted at 863-386-
5636, or phil.attinger@
newssun.com and
followed on Twitter @
PhilAttinger.
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Two #Backchat sessions have already been held, with a third
planned to include talk about sexting.



TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2.2016 ¢ HIGHLANDS TODAY

Archeological artifacts
find home at MOFAC

Fla. couple dug up
items from Indian
burial mound

Special to Highlands Today

AVON PARK — A collection
of archeological artifacts
held in private hands has
found a home at South Flor-
ida State College's Museum
of Florida Art and Culture.

The assortment of beads,
jewelry, and omamentals
was unearthed 50 years ago
by a Florida couple, Leon

and Nona Hurtado.

The couple dug the items
from a burial mound con-
structed by Native Amer-
icans — mostly likely the
Calusa tribe — on the north
shore of Lake Josephine.

Nona Hurtado, now 88,
arranged to have the items
donated to MOFAC with the
help of a family friend, Last
September, she accompa-
nied the box holding the ar-
tifacts to the museum, and
arranged to transfer owner-
ship to SFSC.

ARTIFACTS, Page 5

. COURTESY PHOTO
Nona Hurtado ana Mollie Doctrow in the gallery of SFSC's
Museum of Florida Art and Culture.




A selection of Goodnow Mound artifacts in their display case at SFSC’s Museum of Florida Art and Culture.

Artifacts

From Page

On Jan. 29, Hurtado re-
tumed to MOFAC to at-
tend a reception recogniz-
ing her for the donation.
College officials, MOFAC's
curator, Mollie Doctrow,
and the Hurtado's fami-
ly turned out for the event
and to see the artifacts in
their newly fashioned dis-
play case,

“It's time these items
found a home after all
these years,” said Hurta-
do, who now lives in Pun-
ta Gorda. “They've been
sitting in a box in my
house since the '60s, so |
thought now is the time
they were put on display.”
Her husband, Leon, died
in 1996.

The Calusa tribe inhab-
ited settlements through-
out southwest Florida, in-
cluding - Highlands and
Hardee counties. Archeol,
ogists trace the tribe’s ori-

gins to 5,000 B.C.

The donated items,
some older than 600
years, were dug from a
Native American buri-
al site that came to be
known as the Goodnow
Mound, which was first
excavated by archeolo-
gists John W. Griffin and
Hale G. Smith in 1947. The
project ended for lack of
funds.

In 1964, the Hurtado
family was visiting the ini-
tial dig site and noticed
burrowing ants were fer-
rying tiny seed beads to
the surface. Fascinated
by what they found, and
learning of the site’s his-
tory, the couple got per-
mission to dig the mound
anew.

“My husband served
30 years in the Navy as
an engineer,” said Hur-
tado. “So he built a con-
veyor belt and we started
digging the mound to see
what might lie hidden.”

The couple, along with
their children, shifted
through dirt finding hun-
dreds of glass beads, two
silver tablets and orna-
mental items that would
have been used by a trib-
al chief as a ceremonial
shield. The Hurtado fam-
ily also acquired a lead
tablet.

“This lead tablet is ab-
solutely amazing” said
Anne Reynolds, with the
Kissimmee Valley Archae-
ological and Historical
Conservancy, who was on
hand last year as the arti-
facts were examined upon
their arrival at MOFAC.

“Only two other tablets
like this have ever been
analyzed,” said Reynolds,
who helped arrange for a
similar donation to MO-
FAC of items that hed
been excavated from a

nearby archeological de

the Bluebemny site ou
Lake Placid.
“We have arranged for

a special viewing case for
this collection,” said Doc-
trow, the museum’s cu-
rator since 2005. “This is
a particularly special do-
nation and it will not only
complement our exist-
ing exhibits but add to
our understanding of the
tribes that inhabited this
region.”

Doctrow said some of
the most important items
are now on display for

ublic viewing in MO-
FAC's miain gallery, which
is housed on SFSC's High-
lands Campus.

More items will go on
display after the installa-
tion of additional display
cases, She said the collec-
tion will be made avail-
able for researchers to
study.

MOFAC, in addition to
its permanent collection
of contemporary Florida

nal“art, provides an
exhibition venue for es-
tablished and energing

COURTESY PHOTO

artists.

The museum also
serves as a repository for
the historical artifacts that
showcase Florida's histo-
Iy.

The Hurtado family
kept the collection at their
home, making it available
occasionally to an expert
or interested amateur.

“At one point 1 was
all set to sell it,” Hurta-
do said. "I am getting old
enough so that | don't
want worry about what's
§oing to happen the arti-
acts.”

After signing the deed
transferring  ownership
of the collection to MO-
FAC, Hurtado examined
display cases containing
arrowheads, jewelry, and
tools from other archeo-
logical excavations in the
museum'’s collection,

“I am happy to see my
collection has found such
a good home,” Hurtado
said.



highlandstoday.com ® HIGHLANDS TODAY ¢ THURSDAY, MARCH 3,2016 ¢ HIGHLANDS 'AY . 5

Special to Highlands Today

AVON PARK — For some
three dozen first- through
eighth-graders, a Satur-
day morning in late Feb-
ruary was a day without
cartoons or backyard ac-
tivities.

Instead, they were hud-
dled in classrooms on
South Florida State Col-
lege’'s Highlands campus
learming computer pro-
gramming, what makes
sounds waves travel and
how air pressure moves

objects.
The students from el-
ementary and middle

schools throughout High-
lands County had enrolled
in SFSC's STEMQuest
program, a series of half-
day classes that introduce
schoolchildren to science,
technology, engineering
and mathematics, popu-
larly known as STEM.

Leslie Comeaux, a
STEM coach at Sun 'mn
Lake Elementary School,
led first-, second- and
third-graders in a hands-
on activity designed to
spur children’s interest
in STEM fields. To teach
students how air pressure
can move objects, Co-
meaux guided students in
racing inflated balloons
tethered to twine across
the width of the class-
room.

SFSC STEMQuest students inflate a balloon in prepa-
ration for a race pitting them against their classmates.
The teacher chose the racé to show students how air

pressure can propel objects.

- Using a Slinky, plastic
pipes and wooden blades,
Coral Rivera, a fifth-grade
teacher at Sun 'n Lake El-
ementary School, helped
her students explore the
scientific principles be-
hind sound and vibra-
tions. One exercise had
students fashioning an
improvised  harmonica
made from tongue sup-
pressors, tape and paper.

David Zoerb, a mathe-

‘matics instructor at SFSC,

led his group of sev-
enth- and eighth-grad-
ers through the basics of
computer programming.
He took them through the
paces of building a web
page using everyday soft-
ware to write HTML code.

“Immersing  students
in classroom activity cen-
tered on science, tech-
nology and engineering
gives them an opportuni-
ty for academic growth,”
Dr. Kimberly Batty-Her-
bert, dean, SFSC Division
of Arts and Sciences, said.

“Future high-demand
and high-wage jobs will
be found in STEM-related
careers, Our STEMQuest
program aims (o orient
students in this direction
early in their academic-
journey," she said.

For information on
SESC's STEMQuest pro-
grams, call Batty-Herbert
at (863) 784-7329 or email
battyhek@southflorida
edu.
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asic Law
Enforcement
Class Soon

The South Florida State Col-
lege Criminal Justice Acad-
emy is accepting applications
for its next Basic Law En-
forcement course.

This is the course required
to become a state of Florida
certified law enforcement offi-
cer.
Basic Law Enforcement
“ classes will be held Monday

through Friday, plus some Sat-
urdays and Sundays, from 6 to
10 p.m., beginning Monday,
-March 7. .

By successfully completing

770 contact hours of training,
_ students eam occupational cer-
tificates and are eligible to take
the state certification examina-
tion for correctional officers.

The Criminal Justice Acad-
emy is located on the college’s
Highlands Campus in Avon
Park.

For more information, con-
tact program coordinator
Richard Morey at (863) 784-
7285.
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SFSC Names Hardee Students
To Academic Honors Lists

South Florida State College
recognizes students who have
achieved academic excellence
during their studies at the col-
lege.

These students are named to
the President’s List, for receiv-
ing a semester grade-point av-
erage between 3.8 and 4.0, or
the Vice President’s List, for
an average between 3.5 and
347.

Named to the Fall 2016
President’s List were:

Bowling Green — Ricardo
Aleman, Amanda T. Bissette,
Hollyann Brown, Makayla D.
Chancey, Ivan Chavez, Jacke-
line Del.a Cruz, Felise Y.
Ehrenkaufer, Stephanie A. Es-

cobedo, Ileana Flores, AL.

Juarez, Claudia Lozano, An-
drew R. Melendez, Kayla M.
Schock, Shaina L. Todd, and
Erica Vasquez,

Ona - McKenna N, Hellein.

Wauchula — Courtney M.
Alexander, Luc S. Alfred,
Erica Apolinar, Kayla L.
Austin, Leah L. Blankinship,
Daniel L. Boehm, Grac N.

Bollinger, Kenneth G. Bonds "

11, Abby L. Clark, Braddock B.
Collum, Mariela Delacruz Ca-
marillo, Byridiana De Santi-
ago, Jordan N. Evers, Maria D.
Flores, Mara L. Goodwyn,
Janet Guido, Logan N. Gun-
noe, Chad D. Hays, Crystal L.

Hemnandez, Odalis Hernandez,

and Jesus Hernandez Jr.

Also, Katelyn P. Hines,

Cory W. Jones, Hayden K.
Lindsey, Rebeca Lopez, April
M. Lozano, Christian Man-
resa, Brenda  Martinez-

Bautista, Dennis Mejia, Adna
Metayer, Danielle R. Milby,
Brenda Miramontes, Jonathan
A. Mondragon, Mireya Mon-
dragon, Lindsay D. Moon,
Crystal Morales, Kayla L.
Nichols, Carrie J. Noel, Chris-
tian Pena, Jacqueline Perez,
George Perez Gomez, and
Cheyenne E. Pohl.

And, Kayleen M. Prestridge,
Courtnee A. Richardson,
Donna L. Roberts. Erica D.
Roberts, Leonel Rodrniguez,
Sylvia V. Rodriguez, Kramer
N. Royal, Vanette S. See,
Holly D. Smith, McKenzie
Staton, Danny  Sustaita,
Roberto Torres, Julie Valdivia,
Noah D. Valletutti, Isaac E.
Vasquez, Audra Weeks, Sarah
L. Welch, Daniel W. Witt, and
Summer Xiong.

Zolfo Springs — Silvia Al-
varez-Vargas, Daniel A. Cis-
neros, Garrent J. Edenfield,
Rebeca Espinoza, Sonya M,
Fowler, Catalina Hernandez,
Claudia G. Klein, Rosario
Piedad-Camacho, Benjamin T.
Tamayo, Cynthia Villa, Amber
N. Westberry, and Terry R.
Yanes.

Named to the Fall 2016 Vice
President’s List were:

Bowling Green - Jeremy
Aguilar, Laina M. Durrance,
Anna E. Erekson, Ruth E.
Erekson, Karlee S. Henderson,
Kyle Hewett, Keven A.

Hodges, Alexis U. Lopez,

Raquel Maldonado, Madison

Marple, Priscella E. Ramirez.,

Emily D. Rhodes, Nikki L.
Summers., and Balentin
Tamayo.

Ona — Celeste Limon.

Wauchula - Evidianna Arce,
Emily B. Bennett, Hanna G.
Carlton, Mindy S. Castillo, So-
raya Castillo, Sylvia De-
LaRosa-Rodriguez, Esmeralda
D. DeLoera, Adson Del-
homme, Uriel Estrada, Mor-
gan L. Evans, Darby M. Farr,
Maria R. Fimbres, Maribel
Garza, Breanna N. Godwin,
Melissa Hernandez, Faith H.
Hodges. Brandon K. Holton,
Maricruz Jaimes-Ramos,
Kiana S. Johnson, and Reyna
M. Kirkland.

Also, Kathy Marcial-Pala-
cios, James D. Miller, Selena
Miranda, Jorge Molina,
Jakayla M. Mosley, Angelica
B. Navarro, Araceli M.
Navarro, Kaitlin M. Oden,
Jacob J. Pakovich, Elizabeth
G. Paris, Elizabeth J. Pierce,
Adam R. Ramirez, Magaly
Ramirez, Michael J. Ramirez
Jr., Rachel Roberts, Aron B.
Ruiz, Okie C. Sambrano,
David P. Sams Jr., Joselyn B.
Thompson, Priscilla Villazana,
Morgan T. Walters, Gannon
Watson, Karley M. White,
Jacob L. Willis, Madeleine
Zamora, Wyatt L. Zeigler, and
Maria |. Zuniga.

Zolfo Springs — Kayla B.
Albritton, Evelia Cabrera,
Alexa A. Chapa, Carmen L.
Delgado Garduno, Haley R.
Edenficld, Aniceto Estrada,
Monica M. Graham, Julissa
Ortiz-Ortiz. Angela M. Sali-
nas, Deanna L. Sanchez, Mi-
randa L. Smith, Gustavo
Villalva, and Pajehouablai L.
Vue.
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Max Gooding is
helping the school in
a multitude of ways

Speclal to Highlands Today

AVON PARK — Every college
dreams of having alumni like
Max Gooding.

Gooding, a graduate of South
Florida State College’s art de-
partment, excelled in the class-
room and was involved in stu-
dent government. After earning
his associate in arts degree, he
went on to a four-year univer-
sity, graduated, and started his
OWN company.

What's more, he never forgot
where he got his start, giving his
time, talent and money to the
college that helped propel him
to success.

“I wouldn't be who 1 am with-
out the time I spent at SFSC,"
Gooding said, while on a recent
visit to the Highlands campus,
where he was attending an ex-
hibition to showcase the art of
fellow alumni. “Because of what
SFSC has done for me, I believe
in giving back.”

At just 27, the artist and land-
scape architect finds himself at
the helm of his own art and de-
sign studio. Still, Gooding finds
time to stay engaged with SFSC,

From sponsoring an award
that recognizes promising art
students to encouraging young
artists on campus to help-
ing SFSC redesign its campus,
Gooding keeps on giving.

A native of Naples, Gooding
calls Highlands County home. He
graduated from Lake Placid High
School in 2007, intent on studying
art with his own approach.

“I've always loved drawing,”
said Gooding. “But, I also had an
affinity for creating spaces and
experiences. Some artists yeam
to express themselves in both
the second and third dimen-
sions. For me, landscape archi-
tecture is how I express myself
in three dimensions.”

SFSCalumnus
belie in giving bac

Gooding enrolled in SFSC im-
mediately after high school.

“I knew at the time that I
wasn't in the best frame of mind
when I left high school, so go-
ing away to a university would
not have been a good option for
me,” he said.

He doesn’t shy away from ac-
knowledging that he had his
share of problems that come
with adolescence, bad friends
and bad habits.

“At SFSC, I wasn't just a num-
ber as most students are at a
large university,” Gooding said.
“A couple of SFSC faculty and
staff members were instrumen-
tal in helping me rid those prob-
lems from my life.”

With his life in order, Gooding
poured himself into his studies.
He credits art instructors Cathy
Futral and Mollie Doctrow with
his success. “Cathy and Mollie
recognized my drive early on,”
he said. “They had a subtle, sup-
portive way of pushing me to my
limits.”

Gooding delg;hts in recount-
ing that he had an aversion to
painting in water colors. He said
Futral coaxed him into sticking
with the medium under her tu-
telage. It worked.

“She completely flipped my
perspective with her style of
teaching,” Gooding said. “Now
water color is my preferred me-
dium.”

“Max was an outstanding art
student,” said Futral. “Every now
and then a student, as Max did,

reminds me of the story of Leon-
ardo's teacher who taught his
student to paint and, in the end,
the student outdid the teacher.

“Another aspect of Max that is
equally important to anyone who
knows him is his generosity and
caring nature. Four years ago,
Max established the Max Good-
ing Award as a way of giving back
to the SFSC community, particu-
larly the art department.”

The award provides $400 to
students for purchase of their art.

After eamning his. associ-
ate’s degree from SFSC in 2009,
Gooding graduated summa cum
laude from the University of
Florida with a bachelor’s degree
in Jandscape architecture, An in-
vestor saw Gooding’s work and

COURTESY PHOTOS
TOP: A drawing of a residence by Max Gooding, a South Florida State
College alumnus who has made a big mark. ABOVE: Gooding at work.

was so impressed that he helped
the new graduate start his own
studio, The Max Gooding Com-
pany.

Gooding's life now revolves
around growing his studio’s
business. He consults with busi-
nesses to create brands and lo-
gos, produces commercial art,
and designs landscapes for
high-end real estate develop-
ments.

“Right now, you could say |
am married to my business,”
Gooding said. “What little scraps
of sleep I get | am sprawled on
the couch recharging myself for
my next creative endeavor.”

“Max was an exceptional stu-
dent who touched so many lives

GOODING, Page 11
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when he was at SFSC,” said Mollie
Doctrow, curator of the SFSC's Mu-
i, tanghi Concing awing THa

0 taught wing. “He
is remarkably talented, smart, hard-
working, and involved.

“He contributed in so many ways
to the art department, MOFAC, and
SESC.” :

Gor collaborated with Doc-
trow in designing MOFAC's Wild-
flower Wayside Trail, a self-guided

ing trail where visitors can ex-
plgxes pristine scrubland on SFSC’s

Highlands campus.

Now, Gooding' plans to put his
landscape design talents to work
on SFSC’s Highlands campus. He is
in the early stages of crafting a plan
that would reconfigure the college’s
main entrance on U.S. 27.

“It takes about 13 seconds for

a vehicle to pass the college’s en-
trance on the highway,” i
noted. “That’s 13 seconds to tell a
story of 50 years of SFSC, and that’s
not much time,”

Gooding’s ardor for SFSC has
eamed him recognition.

He recently received the presti-

ious LeRoy Collins Distinguished

umni Rising Star Award, an honor

given by the Florida Association of
Colleges to graduates of the state’s
28 state and community colleges
who show significant achievement
as well as support of their alma ma-
ter.

Gooding has a message for his fel-
lowalumni. .

“The alumni who have shared a
similar experience and really soaked
up the SFSC experience know the
value of the college,” Gooding said.
“If they can't give back with mon-
ey, then they should consider giving
back with their time.

“Just going to a class and telli

ur story of success can make a dif-

nce-for students.”
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| SFSC’s MOFAC features the
photographic art of Clyde Butcher

Special to Highlands Today

AVON PARK — “Visions of Flor-
ida: The Photographic Art of
Clyde Butcher” will be exhibited
today to April 28 at South Flori-
da State College's Museum of
Florida Art and Culture. MOFAC
is located at the college’s High-
lands campus in Avon Park.

Discover an undisturbed par-
adise that is rapidly disappear-
ing. Through the eyes of one of
America's finest landscape pho-
tographers, journey into the
realm of natural Florida — a
world seldom seen by tourists or
longtime residents.

Considered Florida's An-
sel Adams, Butcher’s black and
white photographs chronicle
some of Florida's most beauti-
ful and compelling ecosystems.
This exhibition, on loan from
the Museum of Florida History,
includes a video on Butcher and
his environmental photography.

Clyde Butcher's sliver gelatin print, Cayo Costa Island.

At 1 p.m. Feb. 18, regional art-
ist Joey Sacco will present an in-
terpretive talk at MOFAC about
the exhibition.

The state has honored Butch-
er with the highest award that
can be given to a private citizen

— the Artist Hall of Fame Award.
For more information about
this exhibition, call MOFAC cu-
rator Mollie Doctrow at (863)
784-7240 or email mollie.doc-
tro@southflorida.edu, or visit
www.mofac.org.
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' SFSC tohost open house
~onprograms of study

Special to Highlands Today

| AVON PARK — South Florida
State College invites prospec-
tive students and parents to
discover all the college has to
- offer at the first of several open
houses on the Highlands cam-
pus, from 4:30 to 6 p.m. Feb. 25.
The open house will be in
the lobby of Building B, 600 W.
College Drive, Avon Park. Look
for Entrance 1 and follow the
signs to Building B. SFSC fac-
ulty and staff will be on hand to
showcase college’s many edu-
| cational and student support
programs.
“Attendees will have the
chance to leam about the var-

ious pro of study SFSC
has to offer, financial aid and
scholarships, advising and

counseling, student life, and
learn more about support ser-
vices for students,” said Sum-
mer Miller, SFSC's college re-
cruiter. “They can drop in any

time between 4:30 p.m. and 6
p.m., so there's no need to rush
to the campus after work.”

Miller said co represen-
tatives will be available during
the open house to help new stu-
dents apply for admission. Stu-
dents can get their financial aid
questions answered by t
to one of the college's finan
aid counselors, she added.

While at the open house, at-
tendees can join one of two

ided tours of the campus. The

will set off at 4:45 p.m. and
a second tour starts at 5:15 p.m.

“What's great about this
event is that all the key oollelﬁ
staff will be in one place, so fo
won't have to go from office to
office to get help,” Miller said.

In addition to its two-year
associate degree, SFSC offers
three bachelor’s degree pro-
grams: elementary education,
nursing and business with a
concentration in supervision
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and management. Stu-
dents who earn an asso-
ciate’s degree at SFSC are
guaranteed admission to
one of Florida's 12 state
universities or one of the
college’s own bachelor’s

degree programs.
R&shﬁmts who haven't

earned a high school di-
loma can leam about
gFSC's adult education
rogram leading to a high
school equivalency diplo-
ma. :

“Whether you're purs-
ing a bachelor’s degree, an
associate degree, college
credit certificate, or occu-
pational certificate, SFSC's
operi house can help you
start your journey towards
reaching your educational
goals,” Miller said. .

Other open houses will
be held April 28 and June
9

For more information,
call Miller at (863) 784-
7447 or email summer.
miller@southflorida.edu.
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South Florida State College News

Concealed weapons

Basic law enforcement

permitclassontap | class starts April 4

AVON PARK — The South
Florida State College
Criminal Justice Acade-
my is offering a Concealed
Weapons Permit course,
required to carry a con-
cealed weapon in Florida.

Topics to be covered
mdm Statutes,
use of rce, Carry
restrictions and live fire

exercises.
The course will be held
on Feb. 20, 8 a.m. to noon.
The cost of the course is
$55. 2
For information, equip-
ment list and maps to the
range, contact the Acad-
emy at (863) 784-7285 or
visit www.southflorida
.edu/publicservice. Regis-
ter at any SFSC Campus or
center, pre-registration is

AVON PARK — The South
Florida State College
Criminal Justice Acad-
emy is accepting appli-
cations for its next Basic
Law Enforcement course,
required to become a cer-
tified law enforcement
officer.

Classes will be held
Monday through Friday,
plus some Saturdays and
Sundays, 8 am. to5 p.m.,
beginning April 4.

By successfully com-

pleting 770 contact hours
of training, students eam

ional certificates
and are eligible to take the
state certification exam-
ination for correctional
officers.

The academy is located
on SFSC’s Highlands Cam-
pus, Avon Park.

For information, con-
tact program coordinator
Michael Huften at (863)
784-7285. Financial aid
is available to those who
qualify. Applications must
be picked up in person by
appointment only.

|

|

South Florida State College has a variety of events and classes coming up.

HIGHUANDS TODAY FILE PHOTO
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t to talk
about Mayans
AVON PARK — The an-
cient Maya civilization will
be the topic of the next

Kissimmee Valley Archae-
olmandﬁ?:ymnw

GuatemalaandHondma's
ﬁomzooobg.g.wunﬁltheir
in the late 1600s,

The talk is one of a se-
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Panther 5K Run/Walk set March 5

AVON PARK — The seventh annual Pan-
ther 5K Run/Walk is scheduled for March
5 at the South Florida State College High-
lands Campus as a fundraiser for S
athletics. Registration is $25 for adults,
$20 for students and $15 for children ages
6 to 12. Children under 6 may participate
in the race at no cost, providing a regis-
tration form is completed on their behalf,
Well-behaved pets are also welcome. On-
line registration is available at www
.southtlorida.edu/giving/panther-5K.

A free race shirt and goody bag will be
reserved for each of the first 200 partici-
pants who registers and pays the admis-
sion fee before Thursday. Registration fees
remain the same through race day; how-
ever, shirts are not guaranteed. Awards
are presented to the first male and female
who finish the race, to the top three male
and female participants in each age cat-
egory, and to the topanale and female
finalists in the masters and grand-masters
divisions. "
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~ SFSCPork Dinner
slated for today

AVON PARK — The annual
South Florida State Col-
lege Pork Dinner fund-
raiser will take place today
at the Panthers Athletic
Complex. Both the Pan-
ther baseball and softball
teams will be in action.
Cost is $9 and includes a

pulled-pork dinner and
Mmh&m -
e event is sponsored by

- Nuttin Fancy Grillin and
serving time is 11 am. to
4 p.m.

Registration underway
for Heartland Games

Those planning to
compete in the Heartland
Games For Active Adults
need to submit -
tion forms to South Flor-
ida State College at least
one week prior to the first
event a participant is en-

on forms
are available at www
southflorida.edu/heart
landgames.

Upcoming events are:
Thursday), cycling (Feb.
20), bo (Feb, 22 and
23), Indoor volleyball
(March 4), golf (March 5),
bridge (March 11), pick-

(March 12 and 13),
em (Mm lﬁ). &uf'
fleboard (March 21 and
g} and swimming (March
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Starting about Florida
mmw SBDC at USF no-cost

business consulting and
to be offered low-cost seminars, visit
AVON PARK - Ever us online at http://www.

wanted to start your SBDCTampaBay.com.
own business but not i
sure how to get started?
The Florida at
University of South
Florida, located at South
Florida State College,
will host a Starting
Your Business seminar
at South Florida State
College, Corporate and
Community Education
Room T24, from 2 to
4:30 on Wednesday,
Feb. 24, From how 0
determine feasibility and
legal structures to the
types of license you'll
need, this seminar covers
all the essentials that will
help you get started. This
seminar is customized
for start-ups in DeSoto,
Hardee and Highlands
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Community News

Rotary club learns about mentor program

SEBRING — Irene Castanon, program coordi-

nator for the Take Stock in Children Program for

the last 12 years, shared a moving video with the
Sunrise Rotary Club.

The video highlighted some students who
have been in the program. Take Stock in Chil-
dren is a Florida- mentoring p for
children who come from impo families
but show the drive to succeed.

cation through scho! i

is partnered with the South
Florida State Co eel:gmdnhnhc.Mp
many applications . Applicants must
meetytnmmecriteriaanxw

This year, 84 students from Coun-
ty, 24 from DeSoto County and another 24 from
Hardee County are enrolled in the program, the
club said.

The SFSC-based program has had 377 gradu-
ates.

“They have had 96 percent graduate from high
school, and 92 percent who have enrolled in col-
lege,” the club said in a news release.

The key, says Castanon, is the commitment
the mentors give these students.

The mentors give one hour of their time
each week and are asked to make a minimum
one-year comymitment to the student. Many
follow the stydents from seventh-grade right

on through their college years, forming strong

: COURTESY PHOTO
Kim Heintz, left, Is pictured with Irene Castanon,
program coordinator for the Taka Stock in Chiidren
Program for the last 12 years, who spoke to the
Sebring Sunrise Rotary Club.

bonds with these students.

The program helps the student become col-
lege-ready, from assistance with the applica-
tions, ap for financial aid FAFSA,
taking tours of the campuses and helping the
students explore other scholarships available.

It was noted there were several mentors within
the Sebring Sunrise Rotary Club. The club also
made adonation to the program.

Castanon says they are in need of male men-
tors. For information, call (863)-784-7343.
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Heartland Games for

Gold, silver and bronze
medals will be awarded
after the tournaments

Special to Highlands Today

AVON PARK— For two decades, South
Florida State College has challenged older
residents of the Heartland and surround-
ing counties to stay healthy, by participat-
ing in a variety of sporting events in the
Heartland Games For Active Adults. For
2016, the Heartland Games has been ex-
panded to include both bridge and euchre
tournaments.

Party bridge will be played at Tangle-
wood in Sebring on Friday, March 11
starting at 9 am. On March 18, Tangle-
wood will welcome euchre players for
a full day toumament starting at 9:30
am.. Coffee and donuts will be provid-
ed by Hometown America before the
start of play in each tournament and a
light lunch will be served, compliments
of the Games' sponsors, VITAS Health-
care, Newsom Eye, Edward Jones/Alan J.
Holmes, Florida Hospital, Legacy Bicy-
cles, Drs. Thakkar & Patel and Tumer Fur-
niture.

Pat Reich, coordinator of the bridge
tournament, encourages avid bridge play-
ers to convince friends to register early.
Seating for the first hand will be at each

player's discretion. Subsequently, play-

2

¥y

Adults—

mmummmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm
left, Kathy Swain, Marilyn Redenbarger and Wanda Khouri enjoy a game at the recreation club.

ers will circulate to ensure that everyone
has an opportunity to meet new people
and eam points with a variety of partners
playing against different competition. At
the end of the day, scores will be totaled
and medals awarded to both men and
women in each five year age group from

50-54 up to 90+. Reich emphasizes that it age

will be “party bridge™ not duplicate.

On March 18, Cardl Mys, coordinator
of the euchre tournament, hopes to see
a large turnout. Euchre is recognized as
an excellent social game that is simple in
concept but with a high degree of subtlety
in the play. Euchre appears to have been
introduced into the United States by ear-

ly German settlers in the Midwest. The
game is still very popular in states such
as Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, and
Wisconsin where so many of the Heart-
land Snowbirds summer. As with bridge,
there will be gold, silver and bronze med-
als awarded on the basis of gender and

Registration forms are available at Tan-

and many other adult communi-
ties, as well as at local Chambers of Com-
merce and online at www.southflorida.
edu/heartlandgames. The entry fee is $15

for either bridge or euchre and includes a
Dri-Fit shirt and lunch. The cost to com-
pete in both tournaments is $25 per per-
son. This same $25 fee would also al-
low participants to compete in the other
Heartlands Games events scheduled for
March; golf, pickleball, shuffleboard and

For more information about the Heart-
land Games, call SFSC's Community Ed-
ucation office at 863-784-7388, or email
communityeducation@southflorida edu.
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Historical society
banquet to
feature Cornelius

By TOM STAIK
CORRESPONDENT

AVON PARK — Dr.
Catherine P. Cornelius will

be the keynote
speaking at the
annual banquet
hosted by the
Depot Museum
and Historical
Society of Avon
Park.

CORNELIUS gala event
— that is open to the public
— is slated for Thursday, Feb.

FROM PAGE 1
25 at the Jacaranda
Hotel.

“I asked her to tell
what she accom-
plished during her
18 years,” said Elaine
Levey, the director of
both the museum and
the society. “She did a
lot and I so admired
her with how she led
people at the college.
Lots of things were
happening while she
was there.”

One of the many ac-
complishments, Levey
said, was opening to
college library to the
public.

“I was living in
Lorida at the time and
having to pay to use
the library at Sebring,”
Levey recalled. “It was
really a great help to
the community when

Dr. Cornelius opened
the college library’s
doors to the public.”

During her 18-year
tenure as head of what
was then South Florida
Community College,
Dr. Cornelius oversaw
rapid expansion that
included the construc-
tion of state-of-the-art
buildings and the
opening of satellite
campuses in Lake
Placid, Arcadia and
Wauchula.

Cornelius came to
SFCC from Daytona
Beach Community
College, where
she had served as
vice president of
Academic Affairs and
Institutional Planning.

She continues to
reside in Avon Park

“She has done a lot
of great work,” Levey
added.

Tickets to the ban-
quet are $20.

The dinner will

begin at 6 p.m. with an
elegant buffet dinner,
Levey said.

A short election of
board members is
scheduled prior to Dr.
Cornelius taking the
stage at 8 p.m.

In addition, a newly
released book pub-
lished by the South
Florida State College
Foundation titled “Fifty
Years of Education
Opportunities in Our
Community” will be
available for sale at the
front desk of the hotel
during the banquet.

Levey said the event
will again feature gift
baskets — including a
wine table with '
— and a door prize will
be awarded.

Tickets are available
at the Jacaranda and
the Depot Museum (3
N. Museum Avenue).

Call the Museum at
863-453-3525 or Levey
at 863-385-8618.
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lengls‘ bowling next up in Heartland Games For Active Adults

E

_’ﬂ)gnnﬂn-.evmmls registration is a must. Registration forms The Heartland Games Furniture, Wauchula oooldinamrandSFSC
Heartland Games are Bowlers are requested to  are available online at are sponsored by State Bank, and the Alan  director Lorrie Key at 1
now underway. Coming  register at least one week www.southflorida.edu/ Edward Jones/Alan Jay Automotive Network.  863-784-7033 or lorrie.
~ soon are three days of in advance. Registration  heartlandgames and at Holmes, Newsom Eye, For more information  key@southflorida.edu; or
tennisand twodaysof  forms are available at many local bin addition  Florida Hospital, Drs. about the Heartland games ambassador Neil
_ bowling Heartland Bowl, and to the chambers of Thakkar and Patel, Games for Active smpmnaxm-m-xms

Wauchula.
South Florida State
Heartland Games
For Active Adults as a
ifier for the Florida
Senior Games to be held
t Dec 5-11 in Clearwater.
the day of competition as
long as players show up
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South Florida State College Briefs

- SFSCLakePlacid Center
. offers exercise classes

# LAKE PLACID — South Florida State
College's Community Education
Department is offering a variety of
classes at the SFSC Placid Cen-
ter. Exercise classes are taught by
certified instructor Kathy Rouse.
. Body Bum class includes 20 min-
utes of weight training, cardio and
abdominals, The class includes a
stretch and cool down period.
Zumba Toning is an easy-to-fol

tone. The class includes a stretch
and cool down period.

Power Pump is an interval train-
ing class including weights, cardio,
and cool down period. The cost per
month is $35 for all three classes.
Dr%;:-in fees are $5 per class.

e classes are ongoing and meet
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fri-
days, 8-9 a.m., and 9-10 a.m., and
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thurs-
days, 4:30-5:30 p.m., and 5:30-6:30
p.m. For a detailed schedule, see the
schedule online at www.south
florida.edu/community/commun

Low Impact Aerobics class is a
Jow impact exercise done using a
chair. The class is offered on Thurs-
days through April 28, 9-10 a.m. The
cost is $15, and drop-in fee is $5.

In Clogging, an American folk
dance, participants leam Irish danc-
es and jigs wearing tap shoes. The
class is offered on Mondays, Feb. 22
through March 28, 5:30-6:30 p.m.,
and is taught by instructor Diane
Colleen Mooers. The cost is $25, and
drop-in fee is $5.

To register or for a detailed sched-

ule, call Wr Al
-465- 3T —



highlandstoday.com ¢ HIGHLANDS TODAY ¢ SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21,2016 ¢ HIGHLANDS TODAY ¢ 7

SFSC and financial adviser
want grads todress for success

Residents can
donate clothing
to students

Special to Highlands Today

AVON PARK — South Flor-
ida State College is team-
ing up with Benton Wealth
Management to ensure

the college’s spring term-

graduates dress for suc-
cess.

Trudy Benton, presi-
dent of the Sebring-based
financial consultancy,
will partner with SFSC to
hold an open house from
noon to 6 p.m. on March
4 so that residents clear-
ing out their closets for
$pring can donate cloth-
ing to students looking for
jobs. Benton will play host
to the event in her office at
231 U.S.27 N, Sebring.

The open house will
benefit some of the 200
students SFSC who will
graduate in May. Man
of these graduates wil)l
Iaunch their careers with
their newly minted de-
grees and occupational
Certificates.
= “Much to their cred-
it. some of our graduates
gomplete their studies

though they come
bom financially hard-
pre&sed homes,” said Col-

B st oot

leen Rafatti, director of
SFSC's Career Develop-
ment Center. “One more
hurdle often awaits these
i busi-
ness-appropriate
for job interviews.”
Rafatti néted that in to-
day’s competitive employ-

ment market, showing up
for an interview with the

WIODg attire can cost a
graduate a chance of land-
ing a job.

“This year, we found
an am , Tru-
dy Benton, who founded
Benton Wealth Manage-
ment,” Rafatti said. “Trudy
came up with the idea of
inviting the public to her
office not only to drop off
clothing but take time to
enjoy refreshments.”

Ladies can also enter
their names for a chance
to win a Brighton neck-
lace.

In 2013, Benton, an
SFSC alumna, started her
own wealth ent
firm after 14 years as Sun-
Trust Investment Services'
lead financial adviser for
Highlands County.

“It seems like yester-
day when I was a student
at SFSC working on build-
ing my career and strug-
gling to put together my
own professional ward-
robe,” Benton said. “I un-

thing ing

derstand the difficulties of

a new professional
mmnedmourm

The idea of matching
grads with the right cloth-
came to Rafati in
2011. She had been tapped
to take part in Leadership
Highlands, a nine-month
course that prepares a se-
lect number of county
residents to assume lead-
ership roles in the com-
munity.

Rafatti persuaded her
classmates to donate
time, clothing, and hard-
ware to set up a “Dress for
Success” room on SFSC's
Highlands campus to ful-
fill the dass’s required
service project. Rafatti
and her classmates soon
stocked the room with
racks of do fumni-
ture, and fashioned it with
fitting space.

Rafatti heads up SFSC's
Career Development Cen-
ter, a one-stop shop that
provides students with a
range of employability ser-
vices. From resume prepa-
ration to job leads to inter-
viewing tips, Rafatti and
her colleagues aim to en-
sure SFSC students get off
to a good start.

Benton and Rafatti ask
residents to bring gen-
tly used women’s busi-
ness attire, shoes, purs-

HIGHLANDS TODAY FLE PHOTO

Bruce Kimball Il found a three piece suit, several dress shirts, ties and shoes in South
Florida State College's Dress for Success program back in 2014, Kimball said the pro-
gram helped him find nice, professional clothes he wouldn't have been able to afford.

es, and accessories to
restock the “Dress for Suc-
cess” shelves. Donation
of men's clothing is also
welcome. Clothing should
be clean, pressed and on
hangers.

For information on the
open house, contact Ben-
ton or Shari Flowers at
Benton Wealth Manage-
ment's Sebring office at
(863) 402-1700. For infor-
mation on SFSC's Career
Development Center, con-
tact Rafatti at (863) 784-
7410 or rafattic@southflor-
ida.edu.
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The Highlands County Concert Band will hold its next concert at 7 p.m. Thursday at
South Florida State College's Alan Jay Wildstein Center for the Performing Arts.
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to perform

AVON PARK — The High-
lands County Concert
Band will hold its next
concert at 7. p.m. Thurs-
dayn at South Florida
State College's Alan Jay
;Vilrg:teln Center for the

erforming Arts.

It will perform a selec-
tion of tunes, including
music by Neil Diamond,
Glenn Miller, Billy Joel and
tunes of old.

Pre-concert entertain-
ment will be provided by
The Dixie , playing
the sounds of New Orle-
ans.
Cost is $7 donation.
Tickets are available from
band members or at the
door.

The band’s final concert
of the season is set for 7
p.m. March 24 at South
Florida State College’s
Alan Jay Wildstein Center
for the Performing Arts.

~Highlands Today

AVON PARK — This show
will perform at 1:30 p.m.
at South Florida
State College’s Alan Jay
Wildstein Center for the
Performing Arts, 600 W,
Drive, Avon Park.
Dirt and The Doz-
ers take you on a charm-
ing ride of music from the
'50s, '60s and "70s.
Tickets are $21, $25 and
$28.
For more information,
call (863) 784-7178 or visit
www.sfscarts.org.

‘Saturday Night Fever’
slated Wednesday

AVON PARK — As part of
its Artist Series, this show

will perform at 7 p.m.
Wemday at South Flori-

Photography exhibit
at MOFAC

AVON PARK — “Visions of
Florida: The Phot:gaph-
ic Art of Clyde Butcher”
will be exhibited through
April 28 at South Florida
State College's Museum
of Florida Art and Culture.
MOFAC is located at the
college’s H cam-
pus in Avon Park.

Considered Florida's
Ansel Adams, Butcher’s
black-and-white photo-
graphs chronicle some of
Florida's most beautiful
and compelling ecosys-
tems.

For more information,
call MOFAC curator Mollie

 Doctrow at (863) 784-7240,

email mollie.doctro@
southflorida.edu or visit
www.mofac.org.

da State College’s Alan Jay
Wildstein Center for the
Perfo Arts, 600 W.
College Avon Park.
“Saturday Night Fever”
isthe cominﬁ-of-age tale of
Qung Tony Manero who
the value of life in
1970s Brooklyn. Based on
the 1977 movie starring -
mmvoltﬂ. "Samrda‘ir’i 5
ight Fever” is packed
legendary hits from the Bee
Gees, in addition to several

this show may not be ap-
propriate for children.
Tickets are $38, $43 and
$48. Pit seats are $55.
For information, call
863-784-7178 or visit www.
sfscarts.org.

el e



* THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25,2016 ¢ HIGHLANDS TODAY ¢

Registration for Heartland
Games closing soon

Remaining events
include bridge, euchre
and shuffleboard

Special to Highlands Today

AVON PARK — To date, the fol-
lowing events have been con-
tested in the 2016 Heartland
Games For Active Adults: track
and field, tennis, cycling and
bowling. This year's remaining
events are: golf, bridge, pickle-
ball, euchre, shuffleboard and
swimming.

Those who have participated
in the early events have found
the competition to be excellent
and the opportunity to meet
new people with shared inter-

ests every bit as good. Being
held in winter, the games pro-
vide a tremendous way for year-
round residents to meet and
compete against some of the
snowbirds. '

With registration deadlines
quickly approaching for all re-
maining events, the organizers
of the games in the Corporate
and Community Education De-
partment at South Florida State
College hope that many more
residents will download a regis-
tration form at www.southflorid.
edu/heartlandgames and partic-
ipate.

The Heartland Games have
been run by SFSC for two de-
cades to promote a healthy life-
style of fun and fellowship while

competing with others who
share mutual recreational and
leisure interests.

In previous years, all of the
events have been of an athletic
nature.

This year, the scope of the

ames has broadened with the

inclusion of bridge and euchre
tournaments, Both will take
place at Tanglewood, which is
located on U.S. 27 half a mile
north of the Sebring Wal-Mart.

“Party Bridge” players will
gather on March 11 while eu-
chre enthusiasts will compete
on March 18,

For more information, call
SFSC's Community Education
office at (863) 784-7388 or email
communityeducation@south
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Area high school students participate

AVON PARK —
Descending on the
Highlands campus of
South Florida State
College on Feb. 13 were
104 high school juniors
and seniors from DeSoto,
Hardee, Highlands, and
Okeechobee counties
who participated in a
STEM Scholars program.

This program is a
rural science, technology,
engineering, and math-
ematics (STEM) initia-
tive sponsored by the
Heartland Educational
Consortium.

“Students from small
and rural districts face
unique challenges,
among which is access to
enrichment opportuni-
ties in STEM,” said Lisa
Shin of the Heartland
Educational Consortium
and coordinator of the
STEM Scholars program.

“Exposing students to
the STEM career fields
and research provides an
opportunity for academic
growth and enrichment,”
said Dr. Kimberly Batty-
Herbert, dean, SFSC
Division of Arts and

in STEM scholars program

.

Courtesy photo

SFSC instructor Dr. Mintoo Patel (center) explains the process of

isolating DNA.

Sciences. “Engineering
and other STEM-related
fields are predicted to be
future high demand jobs.
Our intention is to con-
nect these young scholars
to career pathways that
ensure a rewarding and
secure profession in the
21st century workforce.”
The students had a
full schedule of activ-
ities from 9:30 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. Officers with
the Highlands County
Sheriff’s Office presented
sessions covering a
day in the life of a CSI
crime scene technician,

through which students
learned about finger-
printing, crime scene
processing, collecting
and casting shoe and tire
impressions, and various
equipment used in the
lab and at the scene.
SFSC faculty led a series
of explorations in science.
Using a pecan half, a soda
can, a twisted paper clip,
matches, and lab equip-
ment, students learned
about calorimetry by
calculating the number of
calories in a pecan.
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Staph aureus (commonly
found on the skin), they
were able to identify and
view these two types

of bacteria under a
microscope.

And in another session,
students isolated DNA
from their own cheek
cells and watched them
separate through the pro-
cess of electrophoresis.

“Over the last five
years, South Florida State
College has supported
our program by providing
STEM forums like this
one to our students,
helping to make them
aware of a wide variety of
postsecondary and career
options in high skill and
high wage fields,” Shin
said.
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Professor’s need to keep
busy benefits SFSC students

AVON PARK — Dr.
Christopher McConnell
has to stay busy — even
in retirement after three
decades of practicing

He grew weary of the
business end of medicine.
Still, he couldn't imagine
a life on the golf course
or lounging by the pool.
He had a need to work. To
fulfill that need, he found
a second career teaching
science at South Florida
State College.

McConnell is now
entering his ninth year
teaching human anatomy
and physiology to aspir-
ing nurses, radiologists,
and biologists.

“I'm going to keep
working until I drop,” said
McConnell from his office
on SFSC's Highlands
Campus. “As long as I'm
ml.l'llkeepteaching

His journey to SFSC's
science classrooms came
about from a knock on
the door. “After leaving
my practice, I took up
piano lessons to keep my-
self ed and busy,”
McConnell said. But after
several year of lessons, he
acknowledged, “I didn't

have it in me to play
music.”

Thinking he might have
an aptitude for art and
eager to find something
to do, he knocked on
the door of SFSC art
professor Cathy Futral. 1
never did art before,” he
said, “so I asked Cathy if
I could audit her drawing
class.”

Futral said she advised
him to start with a basic
drawing class, which he
did.

*As you might imagine,
combining the scientific
mind with his keen per-
ceptual skills, the artistic
talents of McConnell took
off,” Futral said. “Students
— and his teacher — were
inspired and impressed
by his technically beau-
tiful and well-crafted
creations.”

Indeed, visitors to
McConnell's office will
find several large render-
ings of detailed, expertly
crafted drawings of ana-
tomical subjects that ap-
pear to be reproductions
from Gray’s Anatomy, the
iconic.century and half
old textbook on human
anatomy.

“No, they are all my

drawings,” McConnell
observed. “1 don't exhibit
them at shows or sell
them. I do the drawings
for my own pleasure.” He
also draws portraits and
paints with acrylics.
McConnell was so
taken by drawing that
he hoped he might land
a position teaching at
SFSC. A move — he
hoped — that would keep
him busy. But he said the
department was already
fully staffed. Then came
word of an opening for
a part-time anatomy
instructor at the college.
“Itwasa fit me,”
he said. “I had taught
anatomy during the
summers while wrapping
up my medical studies.”
McConnell was born
in a U.S. Army hospital
outside of Detroit, where
his father was stationed
during World War I1. In
short order, the family
moved to St. Petersburg.
He completed his un-
dergraduate work at
the University of South
Florida in three years
and earned acceptance
to Emory University’s
medical school.
McConnell specialized

in hematology and
oncology. He returned to
St. Petersburg, where he
practiced for the next 30
years.

“I worked at a large
clinic and left when it was
sold to a corporation,”
he said. “I moved to a 20-
acre spread in Wauchula
and commuted back to
the coast for two years
where [ worked at the
Veterans Administration
hospital.”

Then came retirement.
Needing something
to keep him busy,
McConnell raised fainting
goats. “Yes, they are goats
that faint when startled,”
he said. He explained
the goats have a genetic
disorder that causes their
muscles to stiffen when
they feel panicked. “It’s
painless and they recover
in a few seconds,” he
explained.

But caring for fainting
goats and doing art
wasn't enough to keep
him occupied. After one
year of teaching anatomy
part-time, he was hired
to teach full-time, much
to his delight. “You can't
go from being a busy
doctor to doing nothing,”

Dr. Christopher McConnell working one-on-one with a student
at South Florida State Collefge.

McConnell said.

He carries a full load of
classes, even commuting
two days each week to
SFSC's Lake Placid Center
to teach.

McConnell is exper-
imenting with a novel
instructional approach
that requires extra work
on his part, which is fine
with him. “This academic
term, I am using the
flipped classroom,” he
said. “Rather than lecture,
I use class time to quiz
the students and guide
them through in-class
exercises.”

Students go online
before the class to
watch a recorded lecture

McConnell would other-
wise have given during
class. “This approach
engages the studentina
much better fashion,” he
noted.

Work is not the only
thing that fascinates him.
He reports a happy mar-
riage to Lisa McConnell,
a nursing instructor at
SFSC.

“I still draw but not as
much now that I have a
full teaching load and do
the flipped classroom,”
McConnell said.

Full load or not,
McConnell says he could
still do more. *I'd teach
more classes if they let
me,” he said.
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Seniors roll to

medal stand

Highlands County bowlers
dominate in Heartland Games

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-SUN

More than a few
local seniors bowled
over the competition
last weekend in
the 2016 Heartland
Games for Active
Adults, rolling all
the way to the medal
podium.

Competing at the
Heartland Bowl in
Sebring last Friday
and Saturday, seven
area bowlers took
home the gold in
singles play. It was
a solid performance
by Highlands County
seniors in the lat-
est event of the
Heartland Games.

Taking first place
in their respective
age-group divisions

UP NEXT

*What: 2016
Heartland Games
golf competition.

* When: Saturday,
March 5. <

* Where: Pinecrest
Golf Club, Avon Park.

were Sebring’s Kevin
Butler, 55-59, and
Carol Weise, 75-79;
Sebring Oaks’ Barbara
Gaiownik, 65-69;
Reflections of Avon
Park’s Ron Poulton,
65-69; Spring Lake’s
Wanda Harrelson
and Whisper Lake
of Sebring’s Ron
Crandall, 70-74; and
Sebring Hills’ Virgil
Crandall, 75-79.

SENIORS |7
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—
The Crandall
brothers have

SENIORS
gone on to play in

FROM PAGE 1 the Florida Senior
Silver medals were Games at least three

won by Mary Ellen  times. Carol and
Schwehr of Camp  Larry Weise have
Florida, Lake Placid, been perennial
and Larry Weise of  competitors in the
Sebring, 75-79. State Games and
David Wagner have traveled the
of Tanglewood in country competing
Sebring earned in the biennial

bronze in the 75-79 National Senior

division. Games, competing

In doubles play,  in Minneapolis/St.
Mary Lee Napier and Paul, Minn,, in 2015;
Susie Kirkman of Cleveland, 2013;
Tanglewood, 65-69, Houston, 2011; Palo
and brothers Ron Alto, Calif., 2009;
and Virgil Crandall, 'Hampton Roads, Va.,
70-74, won gold in ; Baton Rouge,
their age groups, La., in 2001; and
while Gaiownik and Orlando, 1999.
Harrelson got silver.

Mixed doubles

gold medal winners
were the husband-
and-wife team of
Sebring'’s Tom &
Jerri Koppein, and
the team of Ken
Chalsma of Spring
Lake and Mary Ellen
Schwehr.

In addition to win-
ning a gold medal,
the winners earned
the right to repre-
sent the Heartland
area in the Florida
Senior Games in
Clearwater on Dec.
5-11 - something
that is nothing
new to several area
bowlers.

~*The comper———

itors all enjoyed
their games and
developed great
camaraderie playing
with many folks
they'd never mer
before,” Heartland
Games Ambassador
Neil Simpson said.
“Bringing people
together for fun
and exercise is
a primary goal
of the Heartland
Games, which is
coordinated by
South Florida State
College’s Corporate
and Community
Education
Department.”

so having fun
was wheelchair
bowler Butler, who
lit up the lanes
with his beaming
smile as his scores
improved each game
with a little coach-
ing from Poulton.
Butler captured the
hearts of cyclists at
the Games’ cycling
competition just as
he did at the bowl-
i’ng alley.

“Butler’s positive
attitude, winning
personality and
determination have
been an inspiration
to all,” Simpson
said.

The Koppeins
also played in the
Heartland Games'
tennis tournament
and will play in

~ the pickleball

tournament on
March 12-13. As

vo of the youngest

peting in the 50-54
age group, they are
looking for other
young Highlands
County residents
to sign up for some

of the remaining

events this year or
to commit now to
take part in the 2017
Games.

This year’s
Heartland Games
bowling competition
was directed by Sue
Merritt and Cheryl
Bateman.

Upcoming
events in the 2016
Heartland Games
are: golf, scheduled
for March 4; Bridge,
March 11; pickleball,

March 12-13;
Euchre, March 18;
shuffleboard, March
21-22; and swim-
ming, March 22.

Interested seniors
can download a
registration form
at www.southflorida.
edu/heartland-
games, or pick one
up at any of the
local golf courses or
at the Chamber of
Commerce in Avon
Park, Lake Placid or
Sebring.

More informa-
tion is available
by calling SFSC’s
Community
Education office
at 784-7388 or by
emailing commu-
nityeducation@
southflorida.edu on
the Internét.



Photos provided by Neil Simpson

Mary Lee Napier and Susie Kirkman of Tanglewood in Sebring
took home gold medals in the doubles competition of the 2016
Bowd in Sebring. '

Medal winners, from left, Larry Weise of Sebring, silver;
Tanglewood, bronze, were all smiles after 74-79 singles play
in the Heartland Games bowling competition last weekend
at Heartland Bowl.

division of the 2016 Heartland Games bowling competition last
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From a Beatle to the ballroom at SFSC

The McCartney Years

AVON PARK — Hailed by the original
Beatles promoter as ‘the best on the
scene,” “The McCartney Years" is a peri-
od-true, technically stunning and explo-
sive live concert show that performs the
music of Paul McCartney spanning two
decades from The Beatles to Wings.

The show will be at the Alan Jay Wild-
stein Center for the Performing Arts at
7 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 13. Tickets start at
$22. Visit performances.southflorida.edu

- —

‘Ballroom: South Beach Style’

On the Alan Jay Wildstein Center for
the Performing Arts Stage Tuesday, Feb.
16 at 1:30 p.m. will be “Ballroom: South
Beach Style,” featuring intricate ballroon
dancing, costumes and music from past
decades in a state spectacle featuring
rhumba, mambo, salsa, merengue, and
jive dancers. If you enjoy Dancing With
the Stars, you'll love “Ballroom: South
Beach Style.” Tickets start at $18. Visit
performances.southflorida.edu
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{ Afan of the performing arts

Highlands Little
Theatre continues
to amaze me with
every performance. |
thought at first, maybe
they-had a really good
cast the first time |
attended a play. Now,
I've attended several
performances, and

every time I walk away-

amazed with the level
of talent and extensive
group of volunteers we
have performing and
working at Highlands
Little Theatre.

The most recent

performance was
“Ring of Fire" and it
was an exceptional
performance that drew
you into the story as it
was told through the
music of Johnny Cash.
The actors and the live
band had the packed
house tapping their
feet and singing along.
The theatre was sold
out and everyone had
a great time.

Of course, I'm no
expert when it comes
to theater, musical
performances and art.

I have absolutely no
talent in those areas.
I've been very fortu-
nate to have attended
many performances
over the years. My
career in newspapers
was instrumental in
expanding my cultural
experiences with the
arts. I'm not sure if
I would've attended
performing arts if it
wasn't for my career.
But, now I'm a huge
fan and I look forward
to any performance or
v :

Therefore, I feel it's

experience the arts.

important forme totry We have the Wildstein

and encourage others
to try it. My idea of
buying tickets to an
event meant I was
going to a baseball,
football, basketball or
hockey game. I still
attend sporting events,
but I enjoy the arts just
as much now. [ hope
more people will try to
expand their horizons
and support the arts.
In Highlands County
you have the per-
fect opportunity to

" S

Centerforthe -
orming Arts, Circle
Theater an’a Hi

ghlands

Little Theatre. There's
also a variety of muse-
ums and art galleries
to try. All these venues
are great for date
nights, girls night out
Or just a night out.
Whatever your
situation may be, 1
hope you give the arts
in Highlands County a
try. If you haven't been
in a while, please go

Glen Nickerson

back. It takes a lot of
support from the com-
munity to continue to
provide the arts.

Glen Nickerson can be reached at
glen.nickerson@newssun.com or
at 863-385-6155 ext. 1003.
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Bobby Vinton performance canceled at SFSC; Jack Jones to perform

AVON PARK — Health
rewasons has caused
Bobby Vinton to cancel
a March 22 performance
at the Wildstein Center
for the Performing Arts,
on the campus of South
Florida State College.

In Cinton's place will be
Jack Jones and his salute
to Frank Sinatra.

“We wish Mr. Vinton a
full and speedy recov-
ery,” said Cindy Garren,
SFSC'’s director of cultur-
al programs. “Jack Jones,
who is currently on tour
in the United Kingdom
in support of his new
CD ‘Simply Sinatra) has
agreed to entertain us
that evening.”

Ticket holders for the
Vinton concert can use
their tickets to attend
the Jones performance.
Patrons who want to
purchase tickets to

Famed singer Jack Jones will
bring his rendition of Frank
Sinatra — and plenty of his
own hits - when he

at SFSCin place of an ill Bobby
Vinton.

Jones” 7 p.m. perfor-

mance on March 22 can

do so starting March 1.
Ticket holders to the

canceled show who

do not wish to attend

Jones’ performance can

get refunds directly on-
line or by downloading
and mailing a refund
form. Visit www.sfscarts.
org to complete the
transaction or download
the form.

Jones’ consistently
sold-out world tours
and 60 albums are
a testimony to the
breadth and quality of
his remarkable talent,

_ Garren said.

Jones won two Best
Pop Male Vocalist
Grammy awards for his
Billboard-topping hits
“Lollipops and Roses™
and “Wives and Lovers.”
Frank Sinatra called
Jones “one of the major
singers of our time”
and Tony Bennett hails
Jones as “my favorite
singer.”

In addition to his
Grammy Award songs,

he is best known

for “The Impossible
Dream,” “The Race is
On,” and the “Love Boat
Theme.”

“Jack’s swinging
renditions of contem-
porary pop and classic
standards have packed
concert venues time and
time again,” Garren said.
“We are delighted that
he graciously accepted
our invitation to come to
central Florida.”

Refunds for the
Bobby Vinton concert
are not available at the
SFSC Box Office. Ticket
holders are asked not
to call the Box Office

fora refund. Ticket

holders who do not

- have Internet access

can pick up a refund
form at the SFSC Box
Office, located in front
of the Wildstein Center

for the Performing
Arts, 600 West College

Drive, SFSC Highlands
Campus, Avon Park.
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Sebring hurlers earns
wins on Opening Day

BY ALLEN MOODY
Highlands Today

AVON PARK — The South Flori-
da State College Panthers base-
ball team got the season off to a
strong start on Friday, sweeping
a doubleheader against Ave Ma-
ria University.

The Panthers captured the
first game by a 6-4 margin, as
Sebring Matt Portis
eamed the win in his first col- Park
lege game.

Portis pitched three innings

and allowed just one run, while
fanning two. Jarred Neal came
in to pitch the seventh inning
and eam the save.

Ave Maria jumped out to a
3-0 lead, but the Panthers tied
the score in the bottom of the
second. After the Gyrenes re-
gained a 4-3 lead, the Panthers
bounced back with the final
three runs of the game.

Tobias Culpepper was 2 for 3
and scored twice; Quentin Da-
vis knocked in a pair of runs and
scored once; while Dalton Scar-
bmugh Evan Shaffner and Avon

Alfred Brown also
scored in the win.

It was another former Blue

Panthers start season 3-1

Streaks who eamed the win in
the nightcap, as Jonathan Struck
pitched four strong shutout in-
nings, allowmg)ustonehnand

though it [
tle amped up to play on Friday | =¥

and did not really get off to the [

typeofstanwewamedto.get-

ting down 3-0 early,” said Pan- &=

thers coach Rick Hitt. “But as we
talk about, we just kept playing,
PANTHERS, Page 2

South Florida State College's Dalton Scarborough slides safely into
third in the Panthers’ sweep of Ave Maria University on Friday.

r

Panthers

which is extremely important
no matter the game situation,
) then we got our feet under us
' so to speak, and came back to
‘ win Game 1. From there, we
played a much better Game

navdedtoaearwatertoplay
[ a pair of games, facing off

against

game, which they lost 10-2,
but rebounded with a sol-
id 10-2 win over Southwest

really well for six innings
then a 2-2 game in the sixth
kind of got away from us on

From Pagel

in the first

~=

© P SR

South Florida State College's Tobias Culpepper looks to break
wad«hhplayaAnmmmmmﬁst.'

the mound,” Hitt said. “They ranked No. 2, and we found
are a tremendous measur- out more

ing stick. Chipola is currently early on. We bounced back

about ourselves

ty tonight and return home

Wednesday for a 5 p.m.
game against Lake Sum-

ter-StateOollege
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SFSC softball team
wins pair, drops pair
to start season
Highlands Today sports staff

The South Florida State Col-
lege softball team began the sea-
son with a sweep against Palm
Beach State Coﬂege on Friday
and then dropped a double-
header at Ave Maria University
on Saturday.

The team has shown a pen-
chant for close games in the ear-
ly going, playing three one-nn
contests and coming away on
the right side in two of them.

On opening day, the Panthers
rallied for a 6-5 victory in the
first game after trailing 3-1 in
the third and 4-2 in the fifth.

"Wemstkeptpumngtbebal]
in play,” said Panthers coach
Carlos Falla. “We had a lot of
balls hit right at people.”

Falla said the team kept at it
and was able to move some run-
ners over through buts and hits-
and-runs and finally got a few
key hits that gave them the win.
The second game played out
much like the first and the Pan-
thers were able to pull out an-
other victory, this time by a final
score of 5-4.

The Panthers used three

pitchers —
Futch and Aman-
da Ross, and Falla said they did
what he asked.
“They kept us in the game,”
hebsasd.‘Allohhemdidagood
'lhe?amhersmademem
ney to Immokalee on Satur-
day to face Ave Maria Uni-
versity for two and the

Gyrenes were able to pull outa =

2-1, eight-inning victory in the
first game. The Panthers started
Stephanie Noris, who pitched

pitched the balance of the
“We pitched two

Hailey Pinterich, 5

Panthers split openmg games

two freshmen South Florida State College's Cristina Colli drops down a bunt in the

SOFTBALL Page2 Panthers’ victory over Palm Beach State College.

Softball
FromPagel

and only gave up two runs,
sol'menremelyhappywiﬁi
them,"” Falla said. “They each
gave up a few hits but were
able to work their way out of §
trouble.”

Ave Maria scored in the
eighth after starting with a
runner on second base — @
the Texas Tie-Breaker — and
were able to move the runner

g - .

Ave Maxia jumped out
in front early in the second
gameandcoastedtoans-l

victory.
“I think we just ran out of

gas in the second " Fal-

la said. “It was a week-
end.”
Falla is encouraged with

whattbemmdidtostan

the season, but knows that
they're going to have to do
more.
"Weregomgtogetbad:
to. work this week,” he said.

! with a bunt and scored on a S0Uth Florida State College's Katiyn Vega fields a throw as Palm e have Pasco-Hemando at

| : . Beach State College’s Shany Emerenciani slides safely into
| flare just over the infield. home on Thursday and then
“We had some chances in second base during Friday's doubleheader. travel to Sante Fe State Col-
that game,” Falla said. "We lege on Saturday.”
just weren't able to get the  Shelby Press was 2 for 3in thers’ run, while Pinterich s action is sched-

hits when we needed.” the game and scored the Pan- badabasemtandanRBI uled to begin at 5 p.m.
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‘Panthers fly past Hawks

Oﬁemmpﬁ § Sumter on Wednesday at Pan- good swings and that five-run

ri n ther Field. inning was the difference in the

South Florida PO S The victory improved South momentum of the game. Credit
Lake Sumter Florida to an impressive 12-5 on to our guys, they swung the bat

¢ the season. well, but we are a work in prog-

BY RUTH ANNE LAWSON “This was a good win for the ress. When we get into momen-
Special to Highlands Today guys,” said Panther coach Rick tum spots in the game we have

Hitt. “Early in the game there to be able to take advantage of

AVON PARK — It’s still early in were a couple of opportunities them, otherwise the other club

the season for the South Florida for us to have a really big firstin- flips the board on you and you

State College baseball team, but ning and we didn’t take advan- find yourself playing catch-up. i _
the Panthers continue to find tage of that. In the fifth, we got If we can do that and do it early

ways to win. a couple guys on, played a lit- and continue to play with confi- South Florida State College’s Alfred Brown slides safely into second

wéz‘)mh Florida kept rolling tle hit-and-run baseball and dence, we will gp far.” base during game against Lake Sumer State Cofege.
ith a 12-5 pounding of Lake some execution. We had a few  BASEBALL,Page2 ThePanthers the Hawks by a score of 12-5. o
- |
| and Sierra walked to load the Hitt. “He pitched a of
w bases. me@.mmm
From Page 1 Evan Schaffner, hitting a to score, and our bats re-
gﬂhﬂmmﬂh&. sponded and we played real-
South Florida on late to home in an ef- ly well All we ask for the guys
top in the bottom of the first fort to get Davis. on the mound is to manage 3
as Alfred Brown and Piyn singled, and game and keep us right there
John Tatum both drew walks. a ground out scored Sierra within distance. 1
Delton Scarborough hit a to give the Panthers a com- think the staff did
grounder up the middle into nﬂlgaﬁld : It is still early in
center field to Brown. Lake battled back season and it’s hard to tell
Tatum Scarborough wﬁhadnu-nn;lrh- who you are as a team. You
moved into scoring position ning to pull the with- go out and try to have suc-
mdnﬂswwh::r in8-5. cess every single day, but by
Quentin Davis the South Florida answered ummymﬂmm
ball for a % in the bottom of the frame to put some pieces into
bases. as Tobias er looped for when the conference sea-
stepped to the plate and hit amwumm son gets here. | have no con-
a into center field for a and a throw allowed cems about our work hab- |
dxddmghtneTmm Tatum to score. its; we work extremely hard
Hemando Sierra the Davis drove in nddnyrumdvuyul
m'lmagmm E;;mhabnelﬂd to that. They like each other,
score Scarborough to make it a run-scoring they enjoy together, we

Wﬁ::hlm Florida closed out the win. Florida is back on the
homerto makejt3-2. *“Dalton Scarborough diamond today for a game at
South Florida ‘pitched a good-solid five in- Santa Fe. The Panthers are at
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SFSCunveils websiteto
search for scholarships

RYAN SELHAM/STAFF
South Florida State College is launching a website for
students seeking scholarships from the SFSC Founda-
MSPSC’SWMW'.QMM
Flh a. - ”n




™ Special to Highlands Today

AVON PARK — Navigating
the path to a college schol- -
arship can prove daunt-
ing for some students and
their families.

That chore will get eas-
ier whczx:le::ulg\mslho:da
State a
one-stop online shop for
students seeking scholar-
ships from the SFSC Foun-
dation, the college said.

SFSC's Online Scholar-
ship Manager will go live
on Feb. 8, giving prospec-
tive students the ease of
ﬂgmlying for schol

ugh the website, by
(gig- eg to www.southflori-
u/scholarships

The online appllcatlon
process is open only to
students who have
been admitted to S
Students can apply for ad-
mission to SFSC online at
www.southflorida.edu.

Applicants looking for
scholarships will enter
their personal informa-
tion and a short biographi-
cal statement online. Once
the student hits the finish
button, cloud-based soft-
ware will match students |
with the scho!mhips’ th(ﬁg
are eugible to receive,
= college said

“This is a major step for-

g o—-————

torofﬂnanclalaid"wnh
Online Scholarship

ward for our financial aid js March 15. Donna rec-
award process,” said Jer- ommends that .
-y Donna. SFSC’s direc- mdents app

rospec-
by the

He said the Online

: mwmbeba-Sd‘thipMmagermay

|4 to match students tentati
t with scbolarshnps. ensur- dent wi

match a stu-
a scholarship

ing that we offer as many but require additional in-

awards to as many stu-
dents as possible.”

In the past, students
had to download a form,
write in their respons-
es, and get it to SFSC. The
college’s financial aid staff
would pore over docu-
ments for weeks, wo
to match students with the
best scholarships, the col-
lege said.

Donna said the new on-
line system will simplify
the process for applicants.
He said students can start
the application, save their
input ;and complete the
process over several days,
Once the ap on is
complete, ts will re-
ceive an email with a link
to check the status of their
application.

“The SFSC Founda-
tion awards hundreds of
thousands of dollars each
« year to students in SFSC's

and _occupation-
" the college

As the number of
scholarslnps increased
each year, SFSC saw the
necessity in ensuring that
. every available dollar

- found astudent.”

The a!ﬁplicaﬂon dead-
line for the summer term

formation to complete the

match.
Donna said scholarsh!p
cants will receive de-
cisions by email in April
for the summer term. He
noted that no award is fi-

rking pal until an applicant has

completed a Free Appli-

cation for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA).

For more information
about SFSC’ :all ﬁnansgsal7gi4d
%34 or follow the finan-
clal aid link on SFSC's
website: www.southflori-
da.edu.
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. Panthers baseball, softball
continue strong starts

South Florida State baseball team sits 82 o far this scored twice; catcher Hernando
vear an softball Sierra 2 for 4 and knocked

CO"Ege te_ams team is off to a 4-3 start. in fourasmnSOl;xnd Avon Park
playmg wellin eal'ly The men had the offense go- e Alfred Brown was 2 for
Stages of season ing in Friday's 12-5 victory over 4 and scored twice. Evan Lum-

Highlands Today sports staff

the College of Central Florida,
collecting 17 hits in the game.
Second baseman John Tatum
was 4 for 6 at the plate, scor-

Both South Florida State Col- ing three runs and knocking in

bert eamed the win in relief of
Johnathan Struck.

On Saturday, the Panthers
split a doubleheader, throw-
ing in a stinker -fensively in

ALLEN MOODWSTARF

lege Panther teams are off to sol- - two; third baseman Quentin Da-  the first game, 7. errors al- South Florida State College second baseman John Tatum throws to
id-jtarts on the diationd, as the vis was 3 for 6 with four RBI and i\, v THERS,Page2 mmmdwimmumWﬁﬂx&
Panthers ron, Scott Belina and Austin header from Pasco-Hemando  The Panthers dropped 2
Haworth shared the pitching ummm z-omma I
From Pagel duties, with Haworth eaming  efght-inning  victory College on |
5 the win. the pitching of Haley Pinterich, line Futch pitched all six
lowed Sante Fe to score 10 The Panthers closed out who allowed just one un- nh’.almhac:emd
unearned runs in a 14-3 set- the weekend with a 4-3 vic- eamned run. Alie Lawdan hita run. Cristina had two
back. Eric Schulte had a over Lake-Sumer State solo home nn and Rachell Re- hits for the Panthers, with Re-
of RBI to lead the South &ﬂlhhﬂﬁ& inbott was 1 for 3 with an RBI, inbott up the other.
da offense. in three runs with a pair of while Samantha Vance scored  The team takes to
The Panthers rallied late hits and Equon Smith going2 for South Florida. the road today for a double- |
;:nmdhum hs-ﬂmm&dy mmwgﬁ::& header with hl‘ie-&nu !
picked up on inning victory State Clermont,
mmhmm out a r’mmmw 3‘- as Amanda Ross while the | team re-
2-1victory. Tatum was 3 for 3 Clure eamed the save. five shuteat innings tums to action with a home
and scored, while Brownwas On the softball side, the ﬂdhw_mmﬁhag Indian River
2 for 2 vgth an RBL juan Ter- Panthers swépt a double- 2 -3 effort at the on Wednesday.
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South Florida State College
stays busy in softball, baseball

Panthers split four in  the baseball team in action for Saturday, the first game

winning
three games. 6-1 and coming back for a
softballandwm two The Panthers softball team 7-1 victory in theng;:oondgame

From Page 1

and return home for a dou-
bleheader against Lake-Sum-
ter State College on Thurs-

day.

In baseball action, the Pan-
thers hosted the College of
Central Forida on Friday

and defeated the Patriots |

10-7. Avon Park graduate Al- [§

fred Brown had a big day at
the plate, going 2 for 3 with
a home run and three RBIs.
Equon Smith was 2 for 5 with
two RBIs and Tobias Culpep-
per, John Tatum and Quentin
Davis all picked up two hits.
Hamrison McClure scored
twice.

Max Bling eamed the win
on the mound, allowing three
eamed rums in 7 1/3 innings.
Sebring e Matt Portis
got the two outs of the
eighth inning and Evan Lum-
bert got the final three outs.

Wmﬂim
SFSC's Amanda Ross, left, throws to first baseman Nicole Caru-
so (7) as shortstop Katlyn Vega backs up the play.

On , the No. 8 was also the
Panthers hosted a double- of South Florida State Col-
header with No. 5 Sante Fe lege’s annual barbecue fund-
College and the Saints cap- raiser and Rick Hitt, Panthers
tured the first game by a baseball coach/SFSC ath-
score of 6-3, but the Pan- letic director, said the event
thers rebounded in a big way ran exceptionally well and he
to take the second game by a was grateful for all of those
15-3 score. who came out to support the

of three in baseball split its four games, dropping a of the day.
pair to No. 9 Seminole State Col-  The two wins pushed the Pan-
legeofFlondaonFnday losing thers back above the .500 mark
Highlands Today sports staff 4-3 in the opening game and for the season at 6-5.
fallmg30mthemgh1cap The Panthers will be on the
daAmNPCAtR),I(le—gem Somh}[:la%n The Panthers retumed to road Tuesday for a doublehead-
State Panthers a their winning ways at home on er against na State j
busy weekend, with the softball Saturday, sweeping a double- gy T mmasm
team playing four gimes and header from Broward College on PANTHERS, Page 2 mmmmmmmammm
Panthers baseball and softball teams.

great crowds for
the annual Panther Pork Bar-
becue, sponsored by Nut'n
Fancy Gnllin,” Hitt said. “We

| extend our tremendous grati-

tude to the Nut'n Fancy Gril-
lin team for a great barbecue
fundraiser, and we thank all
of those fans who purchased
tickets for Saturday’s event.
Thanks also to everyone who

| assisted with the event; it was
| a beautiful day at the ball-

parks, great crowds and three
out of four for the Panther
baseball and softball teams.”

The South Florida State
College baseball team will re-
tumn to the fields today for a

day 3 p.m. game against Daytona

State College and will remain
in the friendly confines of
Panther Field on Wednesday
when Seminole State College
visits for a night game.

The Panthers (10-4) will
then take to the road for their
next three games.



P WEDNESDAY, FEBRUAR Y 17, 2016 * HIGHLANDS TODAY

SFSC falls to Daytona State

Panthers baseball
team drops to 10-5
on the season

BY JIM TAYLOR
Hightands Today Correspondent

AVON PARK — The South Flor-
ida State College Panthers
dropped a 9-3 decision to Day-
tona State College in a bit of a
letdown spot, after playing No.
5 S$anta Fe in a dowbleheader on
Sarurday. ’

“We did not pitch well, real-
ly the entire game, and our ap-
proach to play was not what
we each day, but we
will keep working and bounce
back,” said South Florida State
College coach Rick Hitt.

The Panthers split with the
Santa Fe Saints on Saturday. The
Panthers dropped the first game
to the Saints, 6-3, before pound-
ing them in the second with five
home runs by a score of 15-3.

“We did a little better job in
the second game than we did in
the first game,” Hitt said. “The

guy we faced in the first game
is really good. We had a few at
bats I thought we could have
been more competitive than we
were.”

In Saturday’s SFSC victory,
Santa Fe started the game scor-
ing once in the top of the first on
a single by Wyatt Meisterhans to
put the Saints on top 1-0.

That lead would not hold

though as a brisk breeze blew

the American Flag in centerfield

towards right.
With two ours - error by the
SFSC,Page2

South Florida State
the team’s win over

BN TAYLOR

pitcher Jonathan Struck throws} pitchin
Fe College.



SFSC
From Page )

Saints allowed Harrison Mc-
Clure to reach. A single by
Quentin Davis and a walk to
Matt Portis loaded the bases.

The bases would soon be
emptied as Dalton Scarbor-
ough belted a screamer over
the left-field fence for a grand
slam. to give the Panthers a
4-1 lead.

The Saints scored once in
the second and the score re-
mained 4-2 heading into the
bottom of the third.

The Panther strung togeth-
er four straight innings of
scoring at least two runs,

“We got going in the sec-
ond game,” Hitt said. “We
put some qualitfv) bats to-
gether. We have been doing
a good job at that, we catch
fire, get some guys on and we
start knocking it around,”

A Saint error, a double by
Scarborough and a walk gave
the Panthers bases loaded
with two outs in the bottom
of the third.

Cody Spencer made the
clutch-hit into right field to
drive in two to extend the
Panther lead to four, 6-2, af-
ter three innings.

South Floricﬁ:s State College
added three more runs in the
bottom of the fourth, high-
lighted by a leadoff home run
by Equon Smith.

Leading 9-2, the Panthers
continued their onslaught

with a two run two-out ho-
mer by Davis in the bottom
of the fifth to make the score
11-2.

The Panthers were not
finished as they scored four
more runs in the bottom of
the sixth with two outs.

Spencer hit a solo home
run over the left field fence
and three batters later Mc-
Clure dared to be different
as he belted a three-run op-
posite field homer over the
right-field fence as the Pan-
ther lead swelled 10 15-2,

The Saints managed a run
in the top of the seventh off
Panther starting pitcher Jon-

athan Struck, who gave up
just five hits and three runs in
a complete game for the 15-3
win.

“Struck did a real good
job,” Hitt said. “He scattered
five and a couple of runs, he
did a good job in keeping
them off balance.”

In all, the Panthers scored
11 runs when they had two
outs.

Hitt noted that they have

tten a lot of competitive at

ats with two outs so far this
season.

“We have done a good job
at staying at bat, working
counts and fouling off pitch-

JIMTAYLOR
South Florida State College shortstop Evan Schaffner awaits the throw before putting the tag
on Sante Fe's Wyatt Meisterhans.,

es, they work real hard at it,”
he said. “When they execute
plans, play competitive and
tough, they deserve the suc-
cess they are having.”

When asked about the dis-
play of power with five home
runs, Hitt grinned as got his
thoughts together.

“We are not three-run ho-
mer material,” Hitt said. “A
couple of balls got up in the
wind today and a couple balls
we hit really well, but typical-
ly we are not a three run ho-
mer group.” .

The Panthers (10-5) host
Seminole State College to-

night.
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By CINDY MARSHALL some volleyball skills to warmed up the special
SreciaL 10 THE Hicianos Sux  Special STARS athletes athletes before putting
on Saturday, Feb. 6,inthe  them through some basic
PARK — South college gym. training for volleyball at
Florida State College Coach Kim Crawford the Panther ium,
Volleyball team players and some of her team “Training with the
and their coach taught players stretched and Special STARS is hands
—— ' down the greatest ex-

Nl perience for my team
and me, They are always
ready and eager to get
started,” Crawford said.
“We started with dynamic
movements, individual
volleyball manipulation,
volleyball skills and then
competition. [ want to
thank Cindy Marshall for
allowing us to take part
with Special STARS.”

The athletes learned
how to serve, set, pass and

hit the volleyball.
“I loved learning how to

lay volleyball from the
p 'wem-algrms

Panthe

athlete Gerald Bass said. *1

can't wait to do it again.”
“I couldn’t believe

how eager they were to

learn something we take

for granted every day.

Volleyball seems like a

naturally born skill to our

team, but watching their

»

a serve over the netis
heartwarming. Working
with Special STARS is
something I will never
forget,” SFSC Panther
volleyball player Leah
Sywanyk said.

Left: SFSC volleyball coach Kim

“We were simply
teaching them volleyball
while they were teaching
us $0 much more. Their
smiles and excitement
to play volleyball with us
immediately brightened
our day,” SFSC Panther
volleyball player Kelsey
Sanders said.

Therewere more

than 45 athletes from
Highlands and Hardee
cotinties on the court.
After warming up, some
athletes played on a reg-
ular court while others in
wheelchairs and walkers
played chair volleyball.
Chair volleyball players
used a beach ball instead
of a regular volleyball.

The Special STARS
athletes gave each of the
SFSC players a Valentine’s
heart filled with candy to
show their appreciation.

Special STARS will
hopefully be working
with SFSC volleyball
players and their coach to
add the sport to their list

| next year.
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South Florida State College Baseball
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South Florida State College shortstop Evan Schaffner applies a late tag on a steal attempt during Wednesday's game against Seminole
State College at Panther Field.

N




Raiders ease past Panthers

Seminole State knocks off South Florida

MARK PINSON/STAFF

South Florida's Hernando Sierra (3) Is congratulated by
Tobias Culpepper (5) after hitting a home run against
Seminole State on Wednesday.

BY MARK PINSON
Highlands Today

AVON PARK — Seminole State’s
Reyni Olivero had & two-run sin-
gle and starting pitcher Rhett Aplin
worked an effective six innings to
lead the Raiders to a 5-3 win over
South Florida State College on
Wednesday at Panther Field.

The loss dropped South Florida
to 10-6 on the season.

“We made some mistakes that
you can't make in a close game,”
said Panthers coach Rick Hitt. “We
Bi(ched poorly early with walks, hit

atters and wild pitches, and we
weren't a ive in a few spots
where we had a chance to score
some runs. We've got to get that
cleaned up. We made some mis-
takes that didn’t produce results for
us and that was the difference in
the game.”

Seminole State took advantage
of some early wildness by South

Florida right-hander Dalton Scar-
borough to score a run in the top of
the first inning.

The Raiders tacked on two more
runs in the second inning on a two-
run single by Reyni Olivero to take
a 3-0 lead.

South Florida was able to get
some runners on against Aplin, but
the left-hander kept the Panthers off
the board by striking out seven bat-
ters with an assortment of pitches.

Seminole State tallied a run in
the top of the fourth inning to go
up by a score of 4-0.

South Florida finally got on the
scoreboard in the bottom of the
fifth inning as Tobias Culpepper
singled, Alfred Brown reached on
an infield error, and John Tatum
and Harrison McClure laced back-
to-back RBI singles to pull the Pan-
thers within 4-2.

Matt Portis came on in relief for

PANTHERS, Page 2

Panthers

From Page |

South Florida, and the former
Sebring Blue Streak standout
tossed a pair of scoreless in-

m'

South Florida had a runner
thrown out at third base to
start the bottom of the eighth
inning, but the Panthers still

to score as Heran-

do Sierra launched a tower-

ing solo home run over the

-field fence off Raiders re-

liever Bemardo Moreno to
make it 4-3.

Seminole State was able
to score an insurance run in
the top of the ninth inning to
make it 5-3.

Moreno allowed a runner

to reach base in the bottom [T

of the ninth inning, but the

hard-throwing, t-hander
settled down to seal the vic-
tory for the Raiders.

“You have to give Semi-
nole credit,” said Hitt. “Their
pitcher kept us off-balance
and they executed in the right

MARK PINSON/STAFF ‘

MM&WMMMMBWSWWMWM |
Suchon walts for the throw during Wednesday's game.

situations and scored runs. The guys are trying to get diamond today with a road
We weren't patient enough better every day and we're a gameat Daytona State College.
at the plate and that's some- work in progress.”

thing we have to do better.  South Florida is back on the 863-386-3837



COLLEGES: BASEBALL

Panthers
corraled
again

By MARY KAY BERNARD
CORRESPONDENT

AVON PARK
- Opportunity
came knocking on
Wednesday night, but
South Florida State
College Panthers’
baseball team couldn’t
answer when it
counted and dropped
another one.

Ranked No. 7 in
the NJCAA state poll,
SFSC missed out
on several scoring
opportunities in a
tight game and lost to
visiting Seminole State
College 5-3. It was
the second straight
loss to an unranked
team after splitting
a pair of games with
ninth-ranked Santa Fe

PANTHERS | 5
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caught stealing to end
PANTHERS  honine ™ UPNEXT
FROM PAGE 1 gidntquit. " Florida State College
College of Gainesville In the bottom of a(x:tjlzt;nole e
last weekend. the fifth inning, they * When: Mond
On Wednesday, scored two runs to cut 5 ay.
SFSC (10-6) dropped their deficit in half, S Where: SSC,
into an early hole 4-2. Tobias Culpepper,
when the Raiders John Tatum and Sanford campxis.
scored an unearned Harrison McClure had
run in the top of the hits for SFSC. also recorded eight
first inning. Seminole Hernando Sierra strikeouts.
State then added then replaced the SFSC middle re-
two more runs in the  starting catcher for liever, Matt Portis, a
second inning and the Panthers and former Sebring High
another in the third smashed a home run  star, pitched two
off Panther start- in the bottom of the scoreless innings for
ing pitcher Dalton eighth to bring SFSC the Panthers.
Scarborough to takea  within one run, 4-3. McClure led the
4-0 lead. But, the Raiders home team offensive-
Meanwhile, SFSCs  squashed the ly by going 2-for-4
offense failed to give = Panthers’ momentum with a walk and one
Scarborough some in the top of the ninth  run batted in.
relief. The Pax;tthers 3 inning when they The Panthers
got on base often wi bunched together a also had several South Florida State College’s Alfred Brown (£8), a former Avon Park High star, tries to slide
eight hits, two walks  pair of hits to score crowd-pleasing defen- Seminole College bassidd Wednesday a
and a few Raider arun and take a 5-3 sive plays, including mﬁm 5.3, - - o et loali bl
errors, but missed lead off McClure, a catch on a deep fly
 many opportunities to  SFSC’s final pitcher of ball by centerfielder starting pitcher Rhett  Hitt said it is the efforts of our players,
score. the night. Culpepper and an Aplin pitched six first time in at least but mean very little
SFSC stranded two Statistically, over-the-shoulder innings, allowing two  several years thatthe  right now,” Hitt said.
runners in the bottom  Scarborough pitched  catch by third base-  unearned runs, six hits Panthers have beenin  “Where we are ranked
of the firstand, with  sixinningsandgave  man Quentin Davis. and one walk, while the top 10. on May 19th, the con-
runners at first and up four runs, three But, it wasn't enough  striking out eight. “The rankings are clusion of the FCSAA
third in the fourth, eamned, on four hits to win on this night. As for SFSC’s nice recognition for state tournament, is
Equon Smith was and four walks. He Seminole State ranking, coach Rick our college and the what is important.”
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South Florida State College Softball

TUESDAY, FEBRUA
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State 's Is able to get back to first base before Fe's first baseman Cassandra Garcia is able to




Panthers claw above .o00

South Florida State College softball
team goes 3-1in brief homestand

BY JAMES TAYLOR by Noelle McGuire and Madi-
Highlands Today Correspondent son Stantilou and a walk load-
ed the bases with Lakehawks
AVON PARK - The South with two outs.
Florida State College Panther Ross was able to get out of
softball team swept a double  the inning untouched with an

header over the Lake-Sumpter

Lakehawks on Thursday night  terfield.

and split with the Santa Fe The Panthers scored arun in

Saints on Saturday to bounce  the bottom with two outs. Ni-

over the .500 mark on the sea-  cole Caruso walked and Haley

son to improve their record to  Pinterich singled into center.

10-9. Ross hit a routine ground ball
On Thursday, with threeof  to second base, but an error al-

their five pitchers either not lowed Ross to reach and Caru-

present or recovering fromin-  so to score to give the Panthers

juries, Amanda Ross stepped  a1-0 lead.

up to take the mound for the Both teams loaded the bases

Panthers, despite suffering in the second inning and both

from a sore shoulderandtoe  failed to plate a run.

to pitch a four-hit shutout to South Florida State Col-

win the first game 8-0. lege doubled their lead in the
“We have played some fourth inning as a costly mis-

tough competition,” said take by the Lakehawks to start

South Florida State College the inning would haunt them

coach Carlos Falla. “Our whole later.

thing with this group is we Rachael Reinbott led off the

are impatient at the plate; we  inning reaching first after strik-

don't make adjustments very

inning-ending fly ball to cen-

ing out. The third strike pitch
went low into the dirt and got

quickly.”
Ross and the Panthers found
themselves in a jam in the top

JM TAYLOR
MMSWWMWMVW
makes the throw to first against Santa Fe.

past the Lakehawks catcher to

of the first as base hit singles SOFTBALL, Page 2
Softhall game and Press drove in two
runs. Haley Penterich pitched |
From Page | a complete game, giving ,
two runs on 8 hits and -
allow Reinbott to reach first. ing out three.

Cristini Colli sacrificed The Panthers extended
Reinbott to second before their winning streak to three,
reaching third on a passed winning Game ] against the
ball. Lawden singled into Santa Fe Saints on Saturday, |
right field 1o drive in Rein- 4-2. The Panthers scored |
bott. The Panthers later load- twice in the firstand second |
ed the bases, but were again and the Saints score |
stopped from executing a big twice in the third inning,
inning as the Lakehawks held The Panthers lost the sec-
the Panthers to just the one ond game, 3-1. 1-0
run and a 2-0 lead. in the bottom of the the

The big inning finally came Panthers tied it after i
in the inning for the Pan- Stawicki led off with a doub
thers. Reinbott drove in the and was later driven inon a
first run to make the score bunt single by Shelby Press.
3-0. An error loaded the bases With two runners on and
and a walk to Lawden forced one out, the Panthers were un-
in the second run of the in- able to make any further noise.
nhwtogivemel‘anthersa The Saints scored twice in
4-0 lead. mmnos  the top of the seventh after

A fielder’s choice by Caru- South Florida State College's Kassidy Stawicki beats the throw the bases with no outs.
so drove in the Panther's fifth tothe plate against Santa Fe to tie the game In the fifth. A Panther exror allowed one
rrgnhmeﬂmdnwa& run to score and a sacrifice fly

X out in the fifth inning of this  is getting everybody to figure  to left field brought in the sec-

Ross ended the game with e,” said Falla. "My chal-  itout.” ond run as the Panthers fell in
asolid double to the fence in  lenge to them now is tomake  The Panthers also won the  the second 3-1. <6
right centerfield to clear the  those adjustment while you back end of the double head- Theanmemvdtophy-
bases and ending the game,  are at bat. We are not disci- er beating the Lakehawks 4-2. Palm Beach State College ‘
on the eight-run rule with the plined; we are still working Shelby Press, Reinbott and today and will be home on
Panthers winning 8-0. on that, but a win is a win Caruso lead the team with Thw-duz:;ehoctSemlnole

“They finally figured it and in this part of the season  two hitseach inthe second  State Coliege.
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South Florida State College’s Amanda Ross (#24) hits a sacrifice fly to drive in the first run in
the opener of the Panthers’ doubleheader against Santa Fe College on Saturday. SFSC won
the opener 4-2, but lost the second game 3-1.

Panthers split doubleheader

By MARY KAY BERNARD  performances from “They played hard
CORRESPONDENT Evangeline Futchand and we stayed in the
Haley Pinterich, but ~ games,” said SFSC
AVON PARK - struggled to scorein  coach Carlos Falla.

Pitching is helping splitting a double- “We're still a work in
South Florida State header with Santa Fe  progress,”

College’s softball College of Gainesville.  In the opener, two
team win games this SESC (10-9) won runs were scored in
season. the first game 4-2 and  the first when South

Now, if only the dropped the second,  Florida State College’s
offense can follow 3-1, at Panther field. It Shelby Press walked

suit. marked the fifthand and Katlyn Vega ran
The Panthers on sixth times in the last out a bunt for a hit. A
Saturday afternoon nine games that the  double steal allowed
received a pair of Panthers scored four  the two to advance to
strong pitching runs or less. second and third and

two deep sacrifice
] flies by Amanda Ross
{ and Pinterich scored
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UP NEXT
*Who: Seminole
State College at
South Florida
State College.
*When:
Thursday, 5 p.m.
il W~ 4 : 2 Whem
B — SFSC Highlands
" The Panthers’ Shelby Press beats the throw home aftera Campus, Avon
' sacrifice fly by Amanda Ross, scoring the first run of the Park
' game against Santa Fe College on Saturday. ]
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both runners.

In the second inning,
consecutive singles
by the Panthers’
Rachael Reinbott and
Samantha Vance fol-
lowed by a walk loaded
up the bases. A passed
ball by the Saints’
catcher allowed both
Reinbott and Vance to
score and SFSC led 4-0.

Although the Santa
Fe scored two runs in
the top of the third, the
Saints left the bases
loaded as the Panthers’
defense stiffened.

Futch pitched 5 1/3
innings and surren-
dered two runs on
six hits, walked four

South Florida State College

and struck out four.
Pinterich pitched the
final 1 2/3 innings to
seal the win.

In the second game,
Santa Fe College broke
open a scoreless game
with a runin the
top of the third. The
Panthers then tied it in
the bottom of the fifth
inning when Kassidy
Stawicki doubled,
Reinbott'’s single
advanced Stawicki
and Press bunted the
ball for a hit and a run
batted in.

A hit by Pinterich in
the sixth then came
back to hurt the team.
A pinch runner was
inserted and Pinterich
wasn't officially re-en-
tered into the lineup
when she pitched in

the seventh.

Consequently,
with the game tied at
1-1, the mix-up later
caused a reversal of
a Saints’ out and the
runner was declared
safe. That call, coupled
with a hit, walk and a
Panther error, led to
two runs and the win
for Santa Fe.

Pinterich ended up
pitching a complete
game, giving up only
one earned run on
six hits, while walking
only two.

“We're still not
hitting the ball,” Falla
said. “We had oppor-
tunities and we 't
execute.

“But, this second
one's on me, it'’s not on
them,” Falla said.

Mary Kay Bernard/News-Sun

second baseman Samantha Vance (#6) makes a throw to Nicole
Caruso (#7) for an out in the second game against Santa Fe College on Saturday.
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South Florida sweeps Se

| Solid pitching, timely
hitting lead Panthers
past Raiders

BY MARK PINSON
Highlands Today

AVON PARK — South Flori-
da’s Amanda Ross belted a pair
of homers and drove in six runs
and Evangeline Futch tossed a
complete game to lead the Pan-
thers to an 8-1 win over Sem-
inole State College in the first
game of a doubleheader on

“This is what we've been
needing to do all year,” said
South Florida coach Carlos
Falla. “Our pitching is solid
and keeps us in every game,
but our hitting has been incon-
sistent. We the bats to-
day, hit the ball n we need-
ed to and put some runs on
the scoreboard. The girls are
working hard and I'm proud of
them.”

South Florida jum in
front in the bottom Ofﬂ";:dlhird
inning as Cristina Colli reached
on a base hit off Seminole

South Florida’s Futch, a
hard-throwing  lefi-hander,
cruised through the Raiders
batting order with the help of
some outstanding defense that
turned a pair of double plays.

“We're in every game with
our pitching and defense,” Fal-
la said. “We're a young team,
but the girls are working hard
to get better.”

Futch, who had six strike-
outs, allowed an unearned run
in the top of the sixth inning
with the help of a Panther er-
ror as the Raiders pulled with-

minole State

mSomuthSdayﬁ i & z xiggt-hander Morgan Williams, in2-1.
orida won the second and Ross followed with a blast  South Florida, which had left South Florida’s Amanda Ross (25) is greeted by teammates '
game by a score of 6-5 to im- over the left-field fence to give numerous runners i ing blasting a two-run homer N
prove to 12-9 on the season. the Panthers a 2-0 lead. = o smm Colma:mm T T
| Softba“ with key hits from Reinbott and
Kassidy Stawicki. Former Lake Plac-
From Page id standout Hannah Lollis earmed
the win on the mound with a com-
position during the game, erupted in plete-game effort for South Florida.
the bottom of the frame. “We had a good offensive day,” Fal-
Katlyn Vega lined a leadoff single la said. “We had a miscommunica-

to left field off Seminole State reliev-
er Michele Peterson, Nicole Caruso
walked and Rachel Reinbott worked a
two-out walk to load the bases.

Shelby Press ripped a two-run dou-
ble to left-center field and Colli was hit
by a pitch to load the bases.

Ross stepped to the plate and drilled
a shot high over the left-field fence for
a grand slam to give the Panthers a
commanding 8-1 lead.

“We swung the bats really well.”
said Falla. “If we can score some runs,
we're going to be tough.”

Futch came out for the final inning

MARK PINSON/STARF

South Florida's Katlyn Vega putsdowna
bunt during the first game of a double-
header against Seminole State College on
Thursday.

and set the Raiders down to secure the
first-game victory.
The Panthers claimed the second

tion on defense, which allowed a run
to score, but we worked through it and
got the win.”

Falla, who is in his 12th year at
South Florida, sees a lot of potential in
this year's squad.

“We are fairly young with a bunch
of freshmen,” the Panther coach said.
“We make a few mistakes offensive-
ly here and there, but we keep com-
peting. | enjoy coaching and watching
the girls grow up, mature and become
young ladies.”

. : o
863-386-5837
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