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WOMEN i

COURTESY PHOTO

Jamie Bateman, left, is shown with former Financial Aid Director Jerry Donna awarding a first
generation in college scholarship to South Florida State College student Veronica Molina.

BATEMAN

FROM PAGE 8

“She is always smiling,” Kuehnle said.

“Jamie has an engaging personality,”
Leitzel wrote. “She is outgoing and always
happy.”

Leitzel added that Bateman likes to have
fun and does not take herself too seriously.

Kuehnle said Bateman is “very thought-
ful” and is good at remembering details.

On a personal level, Johnson said that
Bateman has been a mentor to her for
many years.

“She helped me strengthen my relation-
ship with Christ and I'm forever thankful
for her and her love she continues to
show for my immediate and my extended
family,” Johnson wrote in the email. “I still
know to this day I can call her and she
will be at my doorstep in no time to be a
friend, crying shoulder, give me a good
laugh, anything at all. She’s my forever
family.”

There are those that might not know that
Bateman apparently enjoys Christmas a
lot.

Leitzel noted that every time her mobile

phone rings, it plays Christmas tunes.

Johnson said it’s not unusual to walk into
Bateman’s office in July and hear Christmas
music playing.

“Her joyous spirit shines all year long,”
Johnson wrote. “I've never met someone
who puts up a Christmas tree in every
single room in their house. This just shows
of her constant cheerful spirit.”

Bateman previously was the executive
director for the Florida Hospital Heartland
Medical Center Foundation.

A press release stated that while in that
position, she assisted in raising more than
$4 million in donations for the foundation.
She helped secure the largest donation
and naming opportunity in what was then
Florida Hospital Heartland’s history — for
the Jarrett Family Blessed Beginnings
Birthing Center. She led a $500,000
capital campaign from which the hospital’s
Sebring campus obtained equipment to
grow its Cardiac Catheterization Lab.

A native of Sebring, Bateman is a grad-
uate of Webber International University
with a Bachelor of Business Administration
degree. She earned her Master of Business
Administration degree from Webster
University.
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= enrollment would get a

funding boost. And the model
also would create a process to

' support workforce programs
that are more expensive.

The budget proposal, for the
fiscal year that will begin July
1, seeks a $24 million increase
in state funds in addition
to the roughly $1.2 billion
the colleges received for the
current year.

South Florida State
College Vice President for
Administrative Services Glenn
Little said, “While the new
Tier-Based Funding Allocation
Model remains a work in
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progress, SFSC supports
the Commissioner’s
efforts to provide funding
to our colleges through

tiers/bands (based on the
size of each college) and
with a focus on enroll-
ment growth, high-cost
programs, and inflation
of basic operational

MARC VALERO/STAFF

South Florida State College supports

the new funding model being

touted by State Education Commis-
ioner Richard Corcoran.

SFSC
supports
new college
system
funding
model

Saturday, September 21, 2019

Bg TL:::;",:I:::O costs totaling $24 million
gor our Florida College
AVON PARK — Less than a L ihd
year on the job, Commissioner ot A(i)(}.ltutc})lnallgralyv_e
Richard Corcoran has con- fllIII)(Il)m ik t(liqnal :
vinced the State Board of ; Lg rf.x%ue.ste in this
Education to sign off on a %'{ears cgisiative Budget
new funding formula for the cquest to cover the costs
28-college system, which, with gflz(jcé:ﬁ,e%mm exffpaqded
more than 320,000 students, Bkt gmme(r:ltl? erings
is widely viewed as one of the {g’)aml i ePr g
finest in the nation. and P erf. F1 txogram,
Corcoran, whose post-sec- ‘ tP f:)lrmgnce e
ondary education got off to centive funding for dual
a rocky St Bended i enrollment and workforce
of what were known at the development p Voa it
/ B A 5 for a total system re-
tiifie a5 cormmuaity Otoges quest of approximately
before graduating from Saint $50 million,”

Leo University in 1989 and
receiving a law degree in 1996
from Regent University.

Corcoran credits the state
college system — which
includes only two schools
that still use the “community”
college moniker — for his
educational turnaround.

The new funding model
would create “bands” to
group colleges by size and,
in part, would base funding
on growth. The model also
would address increases in
the “cost of doing business,”
according to the Department
of Education’s legislative

budget requested approved by

the state Board of Education
on Aug. 21.

The restoration of
PECO [Public Education
Capital Outlay] building
maintenance funding
for the Florida College
System ($38 million) will
provide critical funding
needed for roof replace-
ments and equipment ‘
repairs, he said.

“We support the LBR |
[Legislative Budget
Request] and look
forward to providing
additional support for
our students and com-
munity partners with the
additional funding,” Little

said.

The News Service of

Florida contributed to thic
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South Florida State College’s LPN program was
ranked 5th in the state by PracticalNursing.org.

SFSC nursing
program |
ranked 5th
in Florida

By MARC VALERO
STAFF WRITER

| September 10, 2019 ,

ranking nursing programsg,

SESC came j i
2019 rankjngs_m at number five in the

clinical experience j i
. N nursing skills,
gfrtl)lirrar_n Includes the scienti%ic pri;(?ljhlee
s thsn(lig Care common to a]j patientg y
it ¢ nz Ceesx;elopme_,-nt of the beginm'ng
b o ary to implement 4 nursing
Students who
V10 graduate from Sk
g?éalggrs{l ?,lghl%’ t(I>1f the program ?zg:
f port that was provid.
Se;gEy Step of their student Ie)xg‘e,zlr(ij::er(;lcaet
pathwnotes. The I?N Program provides a
ey a?x}ll to SFSC’s LPN to RN Transition
with the opportuz_n'ty to then /
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NURSE
FROM PAGE 1A

professionals in the ma-
terial they teach but also
caring individuals who've
guided, motivated,
supported and prepared
me for the nurse I am
today. SFSC'’s Practical
Nursing program offers
endless opportunities.”
said Stephanie DeAnda,
a 2018 graduate of the
program who is now an
LPN at AdventHealth.
Student outcome data
is strong with passing
rates on licensure exams
consistently exceeding
the national average. In
addition, the percentage
of SFSC alumni who ob-
tained a job within nine
months of graduation was
94% since 2014 with 100%
of graduates receiving
employment in 2017.
ParacticalNursing.org
notes that The Bureau of
Labor Statistics reports
favorable employment
trends for the field
through the year 2026,
predicting a 12% increase.
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erintendent Brenda Longshore, left, at the New Teacher Orientation in August. Longshore said the district is providing career pathways in
high schools to help local students become educators.

School district assesses
afforts in reachina aoals



By MARCVALERO
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The Highlands School
District is making progress on some of
its goals, but losing ground in other ar-
eas focusing on improving academics.

In April the School Board of
Highlands County approved the
district’s new strategic plan, vision,
mission statement and logo.

The detailed plan included many
goals.

At a recent School Board Workshop,
the district administration presented
an overview of the progress in meeting
those goals.

Some academic goals that were set
for 2021-22 have already been met
at some schools, such as increasing
the percentage of students scoring a
Level 3 or above to 68% on the middle
school end-of-course civics exam and
high school end-of-course U.S. history
exam.

For the 2018-19 school year, Hill-
Gustat Middle was at 74% and Lake
Placid High was at 73% on the percent-
age of students who scored a Level 3 or
above.

One measure of academic progress,
at the middle school level, dropped
significantly — “increase the middle
school acceleration rate” with a 2021-
22 goal of 70%. The actual acceleration

MARC VALERO/STAFF

The School Board of Highlands County set a goal to increase the number of teaching positions
that are filled with educators that are in-field and certified.

rate dropped from 67% in 2017-18 to
54% in 2018-19.

Assistant Superintendent of
Secondary Program Iris Borghese ex-
plained the middle school acceleration
component is based on the percentage
of eligible students who passed a
high school level EOC (end of course)
assessment or industry certification.

“We are working with middle

schools to identify ways to increase the
number and success of students that
participate in high level algebra 1 and
geometry courses,” she said.
Additionally, middle schools are
working to add high school level
courses that prepare students to take
industry certifications, Borghese said.

DISTRICT | 2A
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The district’s progress
on its science goal, for el-
ementary and secondary
schools, also regressed
though three schools met
the 2021-22 goal of 68%
of the students scoring
in Level 3 or above on an
assessment exam — Lake
Placid and Sebring high
schools and Sun ‘n Lake
Elementary.

Borghese said the dis-
trict is implementing the
“5E Instructional Model”
across all grade levels.

In the 5E Instructional
Model, science in-
struction is primarily
student-led and inqui-
ry-based, she said.The
model has five stages that
allows students to engage,
explore, explain, extend
and evaluate science
concepts

Also, English Language
Arts standards and
strategies are embedded
into science instruction
to support comprehen-

' sion of complex, rigorous
' informational text,
' Borghese added.

Another district goal

 focuses on the recruiting

flairtt

The School Board of Highlands County recentl

were set in April induding student achievement goals.

and retaining of high
quality staff.

On recruiting teachers,
the district presentation
noted that despite
increasing the amount
of out-of-state recruiting
trips, the results did not
improve and while the
number of candidates
have increased in the
teacher program at South
Florida State College, the
demand is greater than
the supply.

Superintendent Brenda
Longshore said they will
be concentrating on
“growing our own” with

education pathways,
that include prerequisite
courses, in the high
schools.

"Our desire is that we
can begin sharing those
opportunities with our
students in our local high
schools and providing
pathways for them to
be able to go right into
the college and move
forward,” she said. “And,
giving them opportunities
to intern in our schools
while they are even in
high school.”

So the hope is to grow
their own educators,
Longshore said, “Because

MARC VALERO/STAFF

y assessed its progress toward meeting goals that

we find that if they have
family here and connec-
tions here they are more
likely to stay here.”

The district aims to
increase the percentage
of positions filled with
in-field, certified teachers
from 86.5% in 2017-18 to
91% by 2021-22.

It was noted the district
is still calculating the
current in-field, certified
status, but the 2018-19
school year started with
46 long-term substitute
teachers and the 2019-20
school year started with
32 long-term subs.
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, South Carolina Ballet

SPECIAL TO HIGHLANDS SUN

The Florida premiere of
the ballet Cinderella pro-

- duced by South Carolina
Ballet comes to the Alan
Jay Wildstein Center for
the Performing Arts on
Saturday, March 7 for one
performance at 7 p.m.

Cindy Garren, SFSC
director of cultural
programs, will hold

“youth on Saturday, Sept.
28, beginning at 9 a.m.

at the Alan Jay Wildstein

Center for the Performing

Arts located on SFSC's

Highlands Campus at

600 West College Drive in

Avon Park.

South Carolina Ballet
produces what critics

have described as “some

of the highest quality 1

cultural entertainment

in the southeast.” The

Ballet attracts not only

audiences from all over

the southeast, but also

quality dancers from all

over the country. Entering
its 58th season, South

Carolina Ballet travels to

15 cities in three states

W R SRRy S L % S ey

\

auditions for children and

Thursday, September

o <

any rolesare
available for both boys
zmd gitls,” Garren said.
l?fagonﬂies, royal pages,
fairies, keepers of time,
Cinderella’s wedding
attendants, and other
. 1oles are available.”
- William Starrett, artistic
-~ director of Columbia City
ditions at the Alan Jay
%ﬂdstein Center for the
ing Arts.
~= . as-
.\ tics experience is not
uired, although itis
Dreferred, and children
must have completed
kindergarten. “Thisisa
2 0 i
for loca pporttt:)mty
perform onstage with
respected, professional

-
|

~ pointe experience,”
 Starrett said.

~ aleotard, tights, and

i

company in a beautiful

production,” Garren said. . !

-I"‘ella.-auditions'

* Children ages 56
who have completed
‘kindergarten audition at
9 a.m. Children ages 7-10
audition at 10 a.m. and
youth 11 years and up
will audition at noon.
“We especially need
dancers with two years:

Children should wear

ballet shoes, or shorts
and a plain white t-shirt
with comfortable shoes.
Sandals or flip flops are
not permitted. A $10
audition fee must be paid
to South Carolina Ballet
at the audition. Credit
cards are not accepted.

=

Children under the age
of 16 without a parent
or adult chaperone in
attendance will not be

permitted to audition.
Parents are not allowed to
attend the audiﬁoP Ed

\

all cééting decisions are
" made by Artistic Director
William Starrett with

ancy McDuffee as the
local dance instructor.
This performance
is funded in part by a
grant from South Arts
in partnership with the _
National Endowment for
the Arts and the Florida
Department of Cultural
Affairs. Sponsors are:

- AdventHealth, SFSC

Foundation, The Sebring
Rundown, All Around
Septic and Sewer, Dr.
Catherine Cornelius, Dr.
Andrew and Beth Kulick,
Shaila Jensen, Senator
Denise Grimsley, Terry
and Michele Heston, and
JoanHartt.
_For more information
or to obtain an audition
form, visit sfscarts.org/
cinderella-auditions/

or email culturalperfor-
mances@southflorida.
edu.
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