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PRESENT TO BOARD: JULY 22, 2020 

TO: SOUTH FLORIDA STATE COLLEGE 
DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

FROM:  THOMAS C. LEITZEL 

SUBJECT: LOCAL HAZARD MITIGATION STRATEGY (LMS) PLAN 

College staff worked closely with Highlands County staff and several other local  
governments and associations to update the multi-jurisdictional Highlands County 
Local Hazard Mitigation Strategy (LMS) Plan. The plan was prepared in accordance 
with federal regulations and has been approved by the State of Florida Division of 
Emergency Management (FDEM) and the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA), pending adoption of the plan by participating entities (see attached letter 
from FDEM). The College has participated in the development and implementation of 
the LMS since inception, with staff participating in amendments and updates  
throughout the years. 

A major objective of the five-year update to the LMS is to maintain eligibility to apply 
for and/or receive project grant funding for Highlands County and its participating  
jurisdictions. Local governments must have an LMS approved by FEMA in order to be 
eligible for hazard mitigation assistance programs, including the Hazard Mitigation 
Program and the Pre-Disaster Mitigation, Flood Mitigation Assistance, and Severe 
Repetitive Loss programs.  

Our staff has reviewed the plan and recommends adoption of the attached resolution. 

SUGGESTED MOTION: 

Move to accept and adopt the Highlands County Multi-hazard 
Local Mitigation plan.   

 

     Item 8.2 

EXHIBIT "G"
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A RESOLUTION OF THE SOUTH FLORIDA STATE COLLEGE  
PERTAINING TO 

THE HIGHLANDS COUNTY LOCAL MITIGATION STRATEGY;  
PROVIDING FOR 

SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
Whereas, the South Florida State College is vulnerable to natural and man-made hazards; and 
Whereas, the District Board of Trustees of South Florida State College (Board) supports efforts to make the 
community more disaster resistant, thereby reducing the cost of disaster, preventing or mitigating the impact 
to South Florida State College stakeholders and reducing time needed for recovery; and 
Whereas, the Highlands County Local Mitigation Strategy represents a unified county-wide strategy toward a 
more disaster-resistant community; and 
Whereas, the Highlands County Multi-Hazard Local Mitigation Plan has been prepared in accordance with 44 
Code of Federal Regulation 201.6; and 
Whereas, the Board has reviewed the Highlands County Multi-Hazard Local Mitigation Plan and affirms that 
the Highlands County Multi-Hazard Local Mitigation Plan will be updated no less than every five years; and 
Whereas, the South Florida State College has afforded the citizens an opportunity to comment and provide 
input in the Highlands County Multi-Hazard Local Mitigation Plan and the actions in the Highlands County 
Multi-Hazard Local Mitigation Plan. 
 
Now therefore, be resolved on this _____ day of ________, 2020 that, 
  
Section 1.  Amendment and Adoption. 

1) The District Board of Trustees of South Florida State College hereby accepts and adopts the 
Highlands County Multi-Hazard Local Mitigation Plan. 

2) The South Florida State College staff are requested and instructed to pursue available funding 
opportunities for implementation of the proposed designated in the Highlands County Multi-Hazard 
Local Mitigation Plan. 

3) South Florida State College will, upon receipt of such funding or other necessary resources, seek to 
implement the proposals contained in the Highlands County Multi-Hazard Local Mitigation Plan. 

4) South Florida State College will continue to participate in the updating and expansion of the 
Highlands County Multi-Hazard Local Mitigation Plan in the years ahead; and such participation shall 
be reviewed on an annual basis by the District Board of Trustees. 

5) South Florida State College will encourage the business, industry and community groups operating 
within and/or for the benefit of South Florida State College to participate in the updating and expansion 
of the Highlands County Multi-Hazard Local Mitigation Plan. 
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Section 2.  Severability.  
The sections, subsections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Resolution are severable, and if 
any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph, subsection or section of this Resolution shall be declared invalid, 
unconstitutional or unenforceable by the valid judgment or decree of a court of competent jurisdiction, such 
invalidity, unconstitutionality or unenforceability shall not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, 
sentences, paragraphs, subsections, and sections of this Resolution. 
 
Section 3. Conflict.  
Any resolution or part thereof in conflict with this Resolution or any part hereof is hereby repealed to the extent 
of the conflict. 
 
Section 4. Effective Date.   
The Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption. 
 
So resolved, 
 
 
 
________________________________   ______________________ 
Dr, Thomas C. Leitzel, Secretary    Date 
South Florida State College 
District Board of Trustees 
 
 
 
 
 

__________________________ 
(SEAL)  
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