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wo #Backchat sessions have already been held, with a third
planned to include talk about sexting.
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#Backchat ;ogive teens, parents
chance to address sexting issue

By PHIL ATTINGER
Starr WRITER

LAKE PLACID —
When parent Larry
G. Moore attended
Monday's meeting
on sexting at Lake
Placid Middle School,
several other parents
wondered aloud if
they could continue
the frank conversation
with their kids.

Fortunately, they
can, he said.

He and other board
members with Drug
Free Highlands
Coalition initiat-
ed #Backchat last
spring to give youth
and parents a com-
mon-ground forum to
discuss serious issues.

So far, it has met
twice — Aug. 14,
2015, and Jan. 22,
2016 — bringing in
50-70 people to South
Florida State Céllege’s
mﬁ?ﬁ—'
Another #Backchat is
scheduled for August
this year — right
before school, Moore
said.

“We cover all things
teen,” said Aisha
Alayande, director of
Drug Free Highlands.
That includes social
media, drugs, alcohol,
bullying, suicide, sexu-
al abuse and sexting.

The middle school
meeting was prompt-
ed by a recent rash
of nude selfies and
sexually explicit videos
created by LPMS stu-
dents and distributed
to other students. The
images were brought
to the attention of staff
and a school resource
deputy on Feb. 10.

Principal Chris Doty
told parents that the
images, because of
the way digital de-
vices store data, can
never be taken off the
Internet. Sheriff Susan
Benton explained
that under the sexting
law, Florida Statute
847.0141, a minor has
committed a crime if
they knowingly use a
computer or other de-
vice that can transmit
the images to another
minor that depicts
nudity.

Alayande said at
the August #Backchat
that youngsters knew
sexting can lead to
criminal charges, and
even talked about
“revenge porn” sites
where people use old
sexting pictures to
slander others.

Moore said
#Backchat could help
parents learn what
their children are deal-
ing with, and continue

the town hall conver-
sation started with the
Lake Placid Middle
School meeting.

“1 felt like (parent
night) participants got
what they needed,”
Moore said. “I wanted
to make sure there are
forums (where) they
can talk to get infor-
mation, so Highlands
County is healthier as
a whole."

#Backchat first
divides up youth and
parents to talk among
themselves in separate
areas, Alayande said.
Then, both groups
meet in one area to go
over what they learned
and what they want
the other group to
know.

Where parents found
their kids to be narcis-
sistic, she said, teens
found their parents to
be the same way.

“That communi-
cation was lacking,”
Alayande said.

The only downside
with the current SFSC
venue is that it's not
convenient to Lake
Placid teens and their
families, so Moore
is hoping to team
with STR8 UP Youth
Ministry to put on
a program, possibly
using the STR8 UP
facility in Lake Placid.

“Theideaisto .
bring it to each city,”
Alayande said.

The next #Backchat
is scheduled for August
at SFSC, but anyone
who wants to schedule
one before then can
contact Drug Free
Highlands at 863-382-
2138 or info@drugfree-
highlands.org.

Kin Leatherman con-
tributed to this story.
Phil Attinger may be
contacted at 863-386-
5636, or phil.attinger@
newssun.com and
followed on Twitter @
PhilAttinger.
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7 graduate from SFSC law enforcement program
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. Graduating that sum up his fellow ca-
‘ight were: Timothy dets’ accomplishments.
' Duxbury, Crystal “We've persevered,”




Cornelius shares
SFSC history with
Historical Society
banquet quests

By TOM STAIK
CORRESPONDENT

AVON PARK — Dr.
Catherine Cornelius
steered guests at the
Avon Park Historical
Society’s annual
banquet Thursday
evening through a
journey into the past
as she chronicled
the history of South
Florida State College.

ur college 1s like
my baby,” Cornelius
told guests assembled
at the Hotel Jacaranda
— a college-owned *
institution — for the
annual gala celebrat-
ing the rich history of
the City of Charm.

“I came in loaded

Tom Stalk/News-Sun

The dining room of the Hotel Jacaranda was filled to capacity as the Avon Park Historical Society gathered to hear a keynote
address by Dr. Catherine Cornelius on the history of South Florida State College.

‘Our college is like my baby’

Tomn Staik/News-Sun

Avon Park Historical Society president Rick Helms speaks with Dr. Catherine Cornelius
following her keynote address at the group's annual banquet.

team of world-class
educators and admin-
istrators, spearheaded

COLLEGE |7

because | knew what  Community College
needed to be done,”  inJuly of 198935

said Cornelius, president.

who came to the Cornelius, aided

then South Florida by an ever-growing
‘.’—-—-
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COLI.EGE studentsthanwehad  Series at the college’s The show sold out County,” she said. tenure.
room for,” Comelius = 1,500-seat auditorium.  all 1,500 tickets on the Comelius, who in “We were just 15
FROM PAGE 1 said. The building, she first day. Thus began retirement still livesin  shy,” the veteran
: “That was a good said, sat largely empty  what has since become Avon Park, noted with  educator said.
problem to have.” outside of commence- the famed a hint of regret in her Cornelius gota
a period of rapid ional space ment exercises a few  Artists', Matinée, Jazz,  voice that the college ovation at the
expansion. was rented and a times a year despite and Summer series. g:wmneaﬂy&wo close of the gala fes-
Whenshe tookthe  new campus started ben%'buithh:p “It filled a cultural tivities that were rich
helm the school had . spring-up part by funds raised void here in Highlands  during her 18-year with Panther pride.
an annual budget the heartland with locally. L -
of around $117,000, the acquisition of That in
Comelius said. the old Lake Placid December of 1984
Four years later, that  High School and the when Cornelius sent
number had swelled to  construction of new staff to New York
$3 million. facilitiesinWauchula  City to sign a touring
During the 1987-88  and Arcadia. production of
academic year, student  “We were building “Nutcracker” to come
enroliment hit the asfastaswecouldget to Avon Park
2,000 mark —a 100 money,” she said. “1 told them
growth over Another lasting that if we can sell
the preceding four impact of Corneliuss  “Nutcracker,’ we
' . tenure was the intro-  could sell anything,”
“We had more duction of an Artists’  Cornelius recalled.
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SFSCSTEMQuest program
promotes academic growth

Special to Highlands Today

AVON PARK — For some
three dozen first- through
eighth-graders, a Satur-
day moming in late Feb-
ruary was a day without
cartoons or backyard ac-
tivities.

Instead, they were hud-
dled in classrooms on
South Florida State Col-
lege’s Highlands campus
learning computer pro-
gramming, what makes
sounds waves travel and
how air pressure moves
objects.

The students from el-
ementary and middle
schools throughout Hi
lands County had enrolled
in SFSC's STEMQuest
program, a series of half-
day classes that introduce
schoolchildren to science,

technology, engineering

and mathematics, popu-

larly known as STEM,
Leslie Comeaux, a

STEM coach at Sun 'n
Lake Elementary School,
led first-, second- and
third-graders in a hands-
on activity designed to
spur children’s interest
in STEM fields. To teach
students how air pressure
can move objects, Co-
meaux guided students in
racing inflated balloons
tethered to twine across
the width of the class-
room.

COURTESY PHOTO

SFSC STEMQuest students inflate a balloon in prepa-
ration for a race pitting them against their classmates.
The teacher chose the race to show students how air

pressure can propel objects.

Using a Slinky, plastic
pipes and wooden blades,

- Coral Rivera, a fifth-grade

teacher at Sun 'n Lake El-
ementary School, helped
her students explore the
scientific principles be-
hind sound and vibra-
tions. One exercise had
students fashioning an
improvised  harmonica
made from tongue sup-
pressors, tape and paper.
David Zoerb, a mathe-
matics instructor at SFSC,
led his group of sev-
enth- and eighth-grad-
ers through the basics of
computer programming.
He took them through the
paces of building a web
page using everyday soft-
ware to write HTML code.

“Immersing  students
in classroom activity cen-
tered on science, tech-
nology and engineering
gives them an opportuni-
ty for academic growth,”
Dr. Kimberly Batty-Her-
bert, dean, SFSC Division
of Arts and Sciences, said.

“Future  high-demand
and high-wage jobs will
be found in STEM-related
careers. Our STEMQuest
program aims to orient
students in this direction
early in their academic
journey,” she said.

For information on
SFESC’s STEMQuest pro-
grams, call Batty-Her
at (863) 784-7329 or email
battyhek@southflorida
edu.
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CRIME SCENE TECHS?

COURTESY PHOTO
Descending upon the South Florida State College campus in Avon Park on Feb. 13
were 104 high school juniors and seniors from Hardee, DeSoto, Highlands and
Okeechobee counties who participated in the S.T.E.M. Scholars program, a rural
science, technology, engineering and mathematics initiative sponsored by the
Heartland Educational Consortium. The students had a full schedule of activities,
including Highlands County Sheriff's Office sessions covering a day in the life of a
crime scene technician and an SFSC facully-led series about calorimetry, E. coli
and Staph, and DNA.
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Stldhams win LP chambers Seeber Award

had lived in Lake Placid
her entire life “except
when [ became a Gator
{at the University of
Florida)" and “1 love Lake
Placid.”

The Harry Seeber
Memorial Award is

Mike Eiseinhart (left) accepts the (hamber Board Apprecation

Award from director Bill Brantley.

named for the first
executive director of the
chamber of commerce.
It is presented each year
by Seeber’s son, Bobby
Seeber

The evening was filled
with award presentations

Vicki Spires was
presented the Outgoing
Director Award. The new
Genesis Center at First
Piwlmenan Church of

who serves as town
utility director and is the
towT's first engineer on

- staff

The Outstanding
Service 1o Youth Award
went to Eduardo Vega.
The Spectrum Award
was presented to Jackie
and Bill Austin for their
Alumni Grill. Sheriff
Susan Benton received a
standing ovation when

Mat DelaneytHighiands Sun

DeeDee Stidham (center) accepts the Harry Seeber Memorial Award from Bobby Seeber, son of
the award namesake. Stidham was accompanied on stage by Skyla Stidham (from left), Andrea
Stidham and Dean Stidham. At right is Seeber’s wife, Odette.

she collected the Special  theYear. iwasnotedthat  with a Eve auction led

President’s Award. Bill Douglas is the first two- by county commissioner
Douglas was honored 2 time winner of the award.
Chamber Volunteer of The evening concluded AWARD | 21




The Genesis (enter at First Presbyterian Charch was recognized
with the Indestry Appredation Award. From left are building
committee member Mark Fortier, Rev. Ray ameron, chamber
board president Nilkd Greger, and Randy Gllde, chairman of the

Highlands County Sheriff Susan Benton
reczived a standing ovaticn when
chamber president Nilo Greger presented
her with the Spedal President’s Award at
the annual bangest.

Mat DeizneyHighiands Sun

Left: The Ghamber (harger Award went home with
Michelle Keim (left). It was presented by chamber
board treasurer Mary Basso.

Honered with the Outgeing Director Lake Plzdd native Jadkie Austin (left)
Award was Vidd Spires. The award was 2ccepted the Spectrum Award from
presented by chamber director Anthomy ~ chamber director Anthomy Haney. Austin
Haney. aad ber husband, Bill, own and operate
the Alumni Gril oa Interfake Boulevard.

-mmuﬁu“ (hamber board first vice presideat
wizner of the Volunteer of the Year Donald Glarke (right] preseated the
Award when be accepted the honor from  Outstanding Service to Youth Award to

chamber executive director Eleen May.  Eduardo Vega.

the town's utility director and first tohold (o, §1,500 and featured
the titie 25 town engineer. a wood carving of a
largemouth bass, created
Left= The Dal Hall Memorial Award, named for 2 by Sebring Mayor John
mlﬁhﬂwﬂa‘hedduw Shoop; an evening at six

Don Elwell. The playful
auction raised more

Lake Placid area restau-  p__n.. sridham offered
ambulance from Positive . receiving the Hamy

Mobility; and a limou-  geaher Memerial Award. 1
sine-chauffered trip to wish Charie was here with
Lakeland fordinnerand 07 che said of her late
drinks for eight at The hasband.
Melting Pot restaurant.
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all winner with a time of 17:04.
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Panther 5K run smoothly

Highlands Today sports staff

AVON PARK - Local runners
and walkers took advantage of
some excellent running weather
Saturday moming for the annual
Panther 5K Run/Walk on the cam-
pus of South Florida State (Iolleg‘o.
The event is a fundraiser for the
Panthers” athletic programs.

It was the

youngsters
of Avon Park Race results
High who ran —page3

to victory, as
Dylan Branch
claimed the male overall win with
a time of 17:04, while fellow Red
Devil Savannah Oldfield won the
female side with a time of 22:41.3.
Both were their respective High-
lands Today All-Highlands Cross
County Runners of the Year,
Jayson Bass captured the Mas-
ters title on the male side with
a time of 17:37, while Angie
Dinchik won the female Masters
title in 24:47.3. Chuck Best cap-
tured the Grand Masters title in
21:04.2, with Valerie Lee claiming
the female Grand Masters title in

32:50.5,

In male age groups, Diego
Mendoza won the 8-and-under
group in 25:26; Connor McDan-
el was first in the 9 to 11 class in
23:02.3; and Matthew Andrews
won the 12 to 14 class in 22:36.1.

In the 15 to 19 class, Dami-
an Foster was first in 18: 109 and
Matthew Schult won the 25 to 29
class in 19:21.

Jeremy Vincent captured the 30
to 34 division in 23:56; John Mc-
Daniel won the 35 to 39 class in
19:45.9; Shannon Peacock was
first in the 40 to 44 class in 29:15.3;
and Lynn Phelps took the 45 to 49
group in 52:46.5.

Michael Austin won the 50 to
54 group in 35:28.4, James Hawk-
er placed first in the 60 to 64 class
with a time of 24:06.3 and Michael
Stewart won the 65 to 69 class in
23:53.7.

Roderick Matthews was first in
the 70 to 74 class in 27:45.8; Har-
old Smith won the 75 to 79 class in
46:55.8 and Kenneth Filppula took
the 80-and-over class in 47:23.3.

RUN, Page 2

ALLEN MOODY/STAFF
South Florida State College Athletic Director Rick Hitt gives
instructions prior to the start of Saturday’s Panther 5K.



the 12 to 14 class in 30:23.6; and Lind-
sey Leitzel was first in the 20 to 24 class

in 48:00
Tabitha Swartz took the 25 to 29 di-
vision in 30:52.5; Latosha Hamage won
the 30 to 34 class in 30:54.8; Laura An-
drew was first in the 35 to 39 class in
won the 40

In the 45 to 49 class, Edsel Kromholz

60 to 64 class in 34:58.2.

Deborah Fuschetti won the 65 to 69
class in 34:17 and Lois Hotchkiss won
the 75 to 79 class in 35:00. |

The next big event will be Saturday’s

lu.w
The Panther SK Run/Walk at South Florida State College gets started Saturday.

Run the Track at Sebring Internation- found online at www.sebringraceway.
al Raceway at 7 p.m. Entry forms can be com.
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SFSC plans IT open forum March 31

Spedal to the News-Sun

AVON PARK —
Heartland residents
looking to start a new

career are invited to an

open forum showcasing

Building, room CC-100.

Prospective students
will learn 2bout four

of SFSC'’s XCEL-IT
programs, which
prepare graduates
for high demand jobs
in information tech-
nology. At the open
forum future students
will explore XCEL-ITS

digital forensics program.

Students completing
this one-year

leam how to find and
trace data embedded in
digital devices, leading
10 a career as a digital

forensics investigator.
Another one-year
program will prepare
students for careers
in network security.
The program teaches
students the fundamen-
tal skills for securing
computer networks
from hacking, internet
attacks, and other
malicious exploits.
Students eager to com-
plete a shorter course
can look into the IT
Help Desk college credit
certificate program.

This six-month program
teaches students the
skills to answer questions
about or resolve hard-
ware, software, and se-
curity issues, either inan
office setting or remotely.
The open forum will

also feature the XCEL-

IT network systems
technology program.
Students completing

degree will know how to
manage networks and
provide desktop support,

while specializing in net-
work security or digital
forensics.

Those attending the
open house will have
an opportunity to speak
to IT experts working
in these career fields.
They can also meet with
an adviser to discuss
program entry require-
ments and employment
opportunities.

The U.S. Department
of Labor is funding
the XCEL-IT program

through a grant, so

some students may be
eligible for additional
benefits.

West College Drive. Take
Entrance 7 or 8 to reach
the building

For more information,
call 784-7439 or email
xcel-it@southflorida.edu.

Visit wwwsouthflorida.
edu for more information
on the XCEL-IT program
and a campus map or
directions.



“Smﬁgli?tnjoy speaal mght with SFSC coach

AVON PARK - Special
STARS athletes in
Highlands County got
1o see some
baseball talent last
Friday night when
they watched the

Sounth Forida State
College Panthers maul
of Lakeland 11-0.

It marked SFSC base-
bell coach Rick Hitt'’s
500¢h win at the school
and the Special STARS
athletes were excited

mmmmmsagﬂumm
the Panther,” South Florida State College’s mascet, during the
STARS tailgating party before the baseball game last Friday.

WWMMM#MWMUWMMM
Smith and Timary Cypress last Friday night.

After the game, many down on the field to with the SFSC baseball
of the athletes went run around the bases players.
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Links2Success hosts college/career bonanza

scavimieD 5y ASC
Cossuirng axp MagxeEninG

Links2Success held their
third annual College and
Career Prep Bonanza Feb. 24
for Desoto County High School
juniors and seniors. This year’s
event had nearly 150 students
attend and take advantage of
the college and career readi-
ness resources available.

Workshops were presented

by %@W
the to County Education

Foundation and Suncoast
Credit Union. Topics covered
included an overview of the
Free Application for Federal
Student Aid, appiying to
college, paying for college,
financial literacy and more.
In addition, several organi-
zations and businesses were
on hand to provide students
with information on careers in

DeSoto County, as well as local

scholarship and post-second-

ary educational opportunities.
The event is pant of

Career Readiness Initiative. Held

at the Turner Center, students

earmned raffle tickets for prizes by

attending workshops and win-
ning games. The event boasted
a money machine, photo booth,
Plinko-style game and more.
Senior Juan Valdovinos won 2
$500 schofarship sponsored by
Peace River Gitrus Products.
Links2Success would like to
thank afl of the organizations,
employers, volunteers and
other partners for their help in
making this a snccessful event.
The College and Career
Prep Bonanza was made
possible through contribu-
tions from Links2Success’
Community Sponsors:
Peace River Gitrus Products;

Gulfcoast South AHEC; Sisters
of Charity BVM; Community
Foundation of Sarasota
County; ASC Consulting

and Marketing; Gulf Coast
Community Foundatio;,
Walmart Distributions
Walmart Supercenter; Jai T
Whitlock-Harris; Mosaic;
Mason G. Smoak Foundation;
First State Bank of Arcadia;
Correct Care; FPL; Rotary;

&

PROTOS PROVIDED

Rep. Ben Albritton; Publix:

=+~ College of your Choice

Sunbulb; Tremron; United Way
Suncoast; The Chad Lubben

Mortgage Group; Canoe

Outpost: Arcadia Computer;

DeSoto Memorial Hospita:,

and Suncoast Credit Union. .Sa% Walmart, Family
Thank you to our community  Service Center, DeSoto County

partners for providing college Education Foundation and the

and career advice to DeSoto Arcadia Police Department

County Students: First State Links2Success is a local

Bank of Arcadia, Sunocoast non-profit founded in 2012 by

Technical College, Suncoast DeSoto County alumni. The

Credit Union, Sguth Porida nonprofit prorﬂ'd&s coliege and

career prep programming for
DeSoto County students free
of charge. For more informa-
tion on their programs and
sponsorship opportunities,
visit wwwelinks2success.org
or contact Ashley Coone at
$S0-0527.
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Hardee Comﬂm%ke On Panther 5K

24:47 3. Grand Master winners

Age 4549: fust, Edsel

were Chuck Best, 2104 2, and Kromibolz, 32:02.7: second,

Valene Lee, 3250 5.

38:43.1;

Cyndi
Women's Division Finalists: third, Kathy Collier, 52:552

Age 8 and Under: first, Jor-
dan McDaniel, 41:51 6

Age 9-11: first, Abby Pea- Lisa Foster, 25423 third,
cock, 29:149; second, Hana Maria Sutherland, 30:39.4:

Piety, 42:40.1; third, Gracyn
Thomas, 43:17.1

~Age 12-14: first, Vedi Per-
sad, !523@ second, Sara
Piety, 1.3; third, Angela
B-n.szlfz.ﬁ

Age 20-24: ﬁu.hnihey
Leitzel, 48:000;
llelhuOyoh.“B&M
Patricia Quinn, 350:587;
fourth, Katherine Oyola,
51:35.1

Age 25-29: first, Tabitha
Swartz, 30:52.5

Age 30-34: first, Latosha
Hamage, 30:548; secoad,
Teresa Mendoza, 34:134;
third, Mary von Merveldt,
42-53.9;fc-1ll.DemeeV-

fourth, Ketus Thomas,
45:18.7; fifth, Laura Simmons,
514209

Apge 40-44: first, Leshbie Ma-
boney, 25:46.1; secoad,
‘l\ueald-o.x.u.l third,
Sharla Elliot, 27:18 3; foarth,
Sandy Meeks, 29:19.1; fifth,
Niki Gregor, 33:102; sixth,
Mary Beth Przychocki,

fourth, Elaine Daff, 31:563;
fifth, Andrea Stidham_ 37:202;
i 52465 ¥
Lena Phelps, -
Age 55-59: fust, Denise
33:215; secoed,
Brenda Johnstom, 36:16.4;
36.263; fourth, Pamela Gen-
try, 44:188; fifth,
Leitzel, 48:02.0; sixth, Cathy

’E
i

f

Lewis, 48:39 2; seventh, Cindy

Rose, 51:39.1

Age 60-64: first, Amm
Frakes, 34:58 2; second, Bon-
nie Potrer, 37:59.7; third, Pat
Engelhardt, 48:09.4; fourth,

Rodriguez, 24:155
Age 35-39 first, Jobn, Mc-
Daniel, 19:45.9; second, Jason
True, 24:10.5; third, Antoaso
Dawn Pisarski. 51:56.7 24:45 8; fourth, Mike
650 first, Deborah  Hyfien 39062
34:170; second, 40-44: first, Shannon
Thomas, 47:323 Peacock, 29:153; second,
Age 75-79: furst, Lois jobhm Collier, 33:275

35:000; second, 4549: first, Lymm
Smith, 41:313 52465
Men’s Division Finalists: Age 50-54: first, Michael

Age 8 and under: firsl, Agstin, 35:28 4; second, Roger
Dicgo Mendoza, 25:260; 2~ Rhodes, 43:312; third, Lee
d.msm.ﬂu.l 52:483
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COURTESY PHOTO

Ninety-five runners and walkers start the Panther 5K on Saturday.



Doctor ‘Retires’ Into Second Career

Dr. Chnistopher McConnell
has to stay busy — even im re-
trement.

After three decades of prac-
ticing internal medicine, he
grew weary of the busimess
end of medicine and retired.
Sall, the Wauchula ressdemt
could ot imagine 2 life on the
links or louaging by the pool.
He had a meed to work.

To fulfill that need, Me-
Connell found a second cageer
teaching science at _Somth

College. He is

now entering his ninth year 3

teaching buman anatomy and
physiology to aspiring merses,
radzologists 2nd biologsts.

“I am going to keep working
unti] I drop,”™ McCoanell said
from his office cm SFSC’s
Highlands Campus. “As loag
as [ am useful, I'll keep teach-
g here™

His joarmey to college sci-
ence classrooms came about
from a kmock oa the door.
“Afier leaving my practice, I

I&onsbeacbowledged“l
didn't have it in me to play
music.”

Thinking he might have an
apeitede for art and eager to
find something to do, be
knocked on the door of SFSC
art professor Cathy Futral. =1
never did art befoee, so 1 asked
Cathry if I could audit her
drawing class ™

to start with a basic drawing
class, whach be did.

“As you might imagine
combining the sclcmﬁcmmd
with his keen skalls,
the artistic talents of Dr. Mc-
Coanell took off.” Futral said.
were mspired and impressed
by his techmically beautiful
and well-crafted creations.™

mgs.” he said. =1 doa"t exhibat
them at shows or sell them. |

'do the drawings for my own

pleasure.” He also draws por-
traits and paints with acrylics.

McCoanell was so taken by
drawing that he hoped be
might land a2 position 2aching
21 SFSC. A move, he hoped,
that would keep him busy. But
he s2ad the depantment was al-
of ready fully staffed. Thea came
word of an opening for a part-
time 2matoeny instructor at the

“Tt was a perfect fit me.” he
said. “] had taught an2tomy
during the sasmmers while
_wr!pingupmytmdmls!nd-
s,

McCoanell specialized in
Bematology and oncology, and
practiced in St. Petersburg for

the next 30 years.

“T worked at a large clinic
and left when 1t was sold 10 a

ion,” he said. "1

moved to a 20-acre spread in
Waachaola and commated back
to the coast for two years,
where 1 worked at the Veterans
Admanistration Hospatal ™

Then came retirement.

Ever needing something to
keep him busy, McConnell
raised fainting goats. “Yes,
they aze that faint when
startled,” he said. He explained
the goats have 2 genetic disor-
der that causes their muscles 1o
stiffen when they feel pan-
icked. “It’s paanless and they
recover in a few seconds.” be
explained.

Bat caning for fainting goats
and making art werent énough
10 keep him occupied. After
ooc year of teaching anatom
part-time, he was bared 10
teach full-time, moch ” his
delight. “You ca='t go from
being a busy do:tortobm

nothing.™ be said.
He cames a full Joad of
classes, even commating two
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days each wesk to SFSC's
Lake Placad Center to seach.

Work is not the only thing
a happy marriage to Lisa Mc-
Connell, a pursing instroctor af
SFSC.

“1 still draw but not as moch
pow that | have a fall teaching
Joad,” McCoanell szad.

Full load or not, Dr. Mc-
Connell szys he could sull do
more. “1'd teach more classes
if they ket me,” he said.
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Indian Mound Artifacts
Given To SFSC Museum

A collection of archeologi-
cal artifacts held in private
hands for decades now has
found a home at South Florida
State College’s Museum of
Florida Ant & Culture.

The assortment of beads,
jewelry and ornamentals was
unearthed 50 years ago by
Leon and Nona Hurtado. The
couple dug the items from a
burial mound constructed by
Native Americans, most likely
the Calusa tribe, on the north
shore of Lake Josephine.

Nona Hurtado, now 88,
arranged to have the items do-
nated to MOFAC with the
help of a family friend. The
Hurtado family had kept the
collection at their home, mak-
ing it available occasionally to
an expert or interested ama-
teur.

“It’s time these items found
a home after all these years,”
said Hurtado, who now lives
in Punta Gorda. “They've
been sitting in & box in my
house since the ‘60s, so I
thought now it is the time they
were put on display.”

The Calusa tribe inhabited
settlements throughout south-
west Florida, including High-
lands and Hardee counties.
Archeologists trace the tribe’s
ongins to 5,000 BC.

The donated items, some
older than 600 years, were dug

from a Native American burial
site that came to be known as
the Goodnow Mound, which
was first excavated by arche-
ologists John W. Griffin and
Hale G. Smith in 1947. The
project ended for lack of
funds.

In 1964, the Hurtado family
was visiting the initial dig site
and noticed burrowing ants
were ferrying tiny seed beads
to the surface. Fascinated by
what they found, and learning
of the site’s history, the couple
got permission to dig the
mound anew,

“My husband served 30
years in the Navy as an engi-
neer,” said Hurtado. “So he
built a conveyor belt and we
started digging the mound to
see what might lie hidden.”

The couple, along with their
children, shifted through dirt,
finding hundreds of glass
beads, two silver tablets and
ornamental items that would
have been used by a tribal
chief as a ceremonial shield.
The Hurtado family also ac-
quired a lead tablet.

“This lcad tablet is ab-
solutely amazing,” said Anne
Reynolds, with the Kissimmee
Valley Archaeological & His-
torical Conservancy, who was
on hand last year as the arti-
facts were ¢xamined upon
their arrival at MOFAC.

S a———

“Only two other tablets like
this have ever been analyzed "
said Reynolds, who helped
arrange for a similar donation
to MOFAC of items that had
been excavated from a nearby
archeological dig, the Blue-
berry site outside Lake Placid.

“We have arranged for a
special viewing case for this
collection,” said Mollie Doc-
trow, the museum’s curator
since 2005. “This is a particu-
larly special donation and it
will not only complement our
existing exhibits but add to
our understanding of the tribes
that inhabited this region.”

Doctrow said some of the
most important items are now
on display for public viewing
in MOFAC’s main gallery,
which is housed on. SFSC's
Highlands Campus. More
items will go on display after
the installation of additional
display cases. She said the col-
lection will be made available
for researchers to study.

After signing the deed trans-
ferring ownership of the col-
lection to MOFAC, Hurtado
examined display cases con-
taining arrowheads, jewelry
and tools from other archeo-
logical excavations in the mu-
seum’s collection.

“I am happy to see my col-
lection has found such a good
home,” said Hurtado.



COURTESY PHOTOS
A selection of Goodnow Mound artifacts now in a public display case at the Mu-
seum of Florida Art & Culture in Avon Park. They are believed to have been left by
Calusa Indians, who once roamed Hardee and Highlands counties.

Nona Hurtado, 88, and Mollie Doctrow (right) in the gallery of South Florida State
College’s Museum of Florida Art & Culture. The Hurtado family had dug the artifacts
from an Indian mound in the 1960s. :
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'SFSC Wil
Close For
Spring Break

South Florida State College
will close Sunday, March 13,
through Sunday, March 20, for
Spring Break. -

The college will reopen on
Monday, March 21.

During the one-week break,
new students can still apply for
admission online by visiting
SFSC’s home page at south-
florida du, Retuming students
can register for summer term
classes through Panther Cen-
tral.

The scholarship application
deadline for the summer term
is March 15. Students can
apply for scholarships online
by clicking the “scholarships™
tab.

The summer term begins
May 6.
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Graduation Nears For SFSC’s
Inaugural Firefighting Class

Firefighters have played a
storied role in Amencan soci-

firefighters are held by the
publc. :

Heartland residents can oW
turn to South Flonda State
College 10 earn the credentials
needed t0 work as a career
firefighter in Florida. SFSC
launched its fire science pro-
gram in the fall, enrolling 11
recnats.

million i 2014 for SFSC w0
refit existing classroom space,

making.” saad Kevin Brown,
dean of applied sciences and
technologies. “We've received
tremeadous support from the
commenity getting this pro-
gram up and rusaing, includ-
ing esseatial equipmeat from
the Hardee County Commis-
siom and the city of Frost-

SFSC wrapped up the coa-
in time 1o enroll the inaugural
class in September 2015.

In November, the state Fure
Marshal's Office gave SFSC's
program its stamp of approval,
placing it ca Flonida’s list of
approved rfecruit  (raining

providers. SFSC now joims 42
traiming providers across the
state in offering the two-part

COUTSE.
And in early April, the pro-
gnmm'ﬂmn'kksflstd&so(

The state requires career
firefighter recruits to complete
a two-part training program.
The initial 206-hour phase of
the course covers the funda-
meztal knowledge and skills to
work as a member of a fire-
ﬁghnngm.pgmnnggnd-
gates to work in 3 volanieer
fire department. A second 192-
hour course gives recruts the
added skills set 1o work as ca-
reer firefighters in 2 county of

program, area residents had to
travel 10 Bradenton, Tampa or

finter Havea to easoll in the
complete state-approved
course.

Eric Hanks, an adjeact in-
stroctor, was a the mew fire
science training site recemtly
with the 11 recruits, teaching
them how 10 breach a shutiered
door. When not on campus, be
commutes to Boca Ratoa 10
pet in a 24-hoor shift with that
city's 216-members fire depart-
ment.

“These folks are going 2
great job.” saxd Haaks, who is
also a certified paramedic.
“They're like sponges: they
soak up everything we teach.”

The 11 recrusts, four of
whoen are women, represent a
range of backgrounds. Some
are career paramedics looking

1o move into firefighting. Oue,
oaly a2 few years out of high
school, wants to fulfill his
dream of fighting fires. Two
recruits are married to each
other.

Wauchula resident Cole
Choate, 2 20-year-old graduate
of Hardee Senior Hagh School,
is looking to start a career in
firefighting.

“Right now | am jest cager
to graduate so that [ can get @
with a fire department.” saad
Choate. 1 hope it’s 2 local de-
partment,, but that's not peces-

sary.

The class trains with the lat-
est sechnology to mimic real-
life situations. Recruits
practice firefighting tech-
miques in a 44-foot-tall fire
tower that simulates structure
fires. incloding 2 stove fire
with flashover. They leam
bose pulling and team work
using two fire eagines, each of
which has seen service with
area fire departmenis.
program requires candidates to
have a high school diploma or
its equivalent, pass 2 back-

check, and demoa-
strate a level of physical
fitness needed to carry hoses,
saw though a roof, and pull an
injmtdpastlﬂo;afc()‘.

To learn more about SFSC’s
fire science ,call Steve
Ashrworth at (863) 784-7272 or
e-mail ashworths@ south-
ﬂaridazdu.tnformaionm&

is available onlime at
the “degrees and programs™
link at southflorida edu.
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Tours give glimpse into rare local shrub

At SFSC’s Wildflower
Wayside Shrine Trail

Special to Highlands Today

AVON PARK — Wi under
a sun-drenched sky with a stiff
wind in their faces, five \mmrs
to Florida State
Wildflower Wayside Shrine Traxl
set out in search of wildflow-
ers blooming in the warmth of

sp

Following the guide, SESC k-
brarian Claire Miller, the group
snaked its way through the
quarter-mile trail. Within min-
utes, participants chanced
upon a light-blue flower nestled
among the powder pufi lichen
huggmgthegmund

“Lock, it’s a blue-eyed grass,”

said one, comparing the flow-
er to the picture in her pnmed
guide. “Yep, that's what it is”
said Miller. “Now let’s see if we
can find the pygmy fnnge tree.”

The group was just one of
several that came out to SFSC's

Highlands Campus for the Pyg-
my Fringe Tree Wildflower Fes-
tival March 10.

Now in its third year, the festi-
val, hosted by the college’s Mu-
seum of Florida Art and Culture
(MOFAC), coincides with the
flowering season of the pygmy
fringe tree, which was almost
driven to extinction by develop-
ment.

Known also as Chionanthus
pygmaeus, the now rare flower-

ing shrub grows between 3 and

6 feet tall. The shrub gamered
the affection of wildflower en-
thusiasts for its stunning flowers
that appear in early spring. The
federal government declared it
endangered in 1987.

Getting closer to the site
where a2 pygmy fringe tree
grows, Miller pointed to the fine
white sand that blankets the
trail. “if you come out early in
the moming, you can spot the
paw prints of otters who inhabit
the nearby lake,” she said.

The trail winds its way along
the north side West College

SESC librarian Claire Miller and student Kurt Estinoso check out the
Wildflower Wayside Shrine Trail.

Drive, about 200 feet from the
shore of Lake Lelia.

The festival kicked off with
music by Florida Seminole
songwriter Rita Yo ., who
sangsongstelmgd)ebmof her
tribe.

Keeping the wildflower hunt-
ers entertained during musical
interfudes, Florida folklorist Car-

ol Mahler told stories that show-

cased the state’s rich history.
“Our Wayside Shrine Trail

1soneofthefewvenu5wbere

MOFAC’s curator, who orp-
nizes the annual festival. “Ear-
lv spring is the ideal time for

1 endangered
; cies, the scrub St. Johns Wort

the pygmy fringe tree to flow-
er, giving the public a singular
instance in which to view this
beautiful plant.”

Miller and her troop round-
ed a2 tum on the traxl. “Here's
a pygmy fringe tree,” she said.
“Oh, no, it'’s not flowering yet.”
Still, the group huddled around
the shrub, Hstening to Miller de-
scribe how the trail came to be
and what makes the native wild-

noted
award-winning woodcuts of
natural habitats. She conceived
the trail based on her own ex-
ploration of nature. The trail
opened in 2011

Doctrow said the public can
glimpse a range of native plants
flowering along the trail: the big
flag pawpaw, sky-blue lupine,
and another spe-

For more information on the
Wayside Shrine Trail, call Doc-
trow at 863-784-7240 or wisit
www.waysideshrinetrail com.
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Tuesday, April 5, 5:30-8:30 .
p.m., in Building I, room
211, on SFSC's
Campus, Avon Park. This
classroom session will
cover the basics of safe
forklift operations.
Tbeowogdseedonls
scheduled for /
Aprﬂs.udthmm
to be determined during
the first session. Students

SFSC's two-part
meets OSHA standards
by S‘rovidlng students
with the operational
knowledge as well as the
skills required to operate
a forklift safely. The class
costs $199, and students
must be older than 18
years of age. Students
need not have a valid
driver’s license to enroll
in the class.

For more information,
canl‘l&as-m-ms or
e corporate
southflorida.edu.

Visit www.southflorida.
edu for more information.
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r SFSC students, staff
battlein College Week

AVON PARK — South Flor-
ida State kicked
off its 30th Annual Col-
lege Week on March 7, at
SFSC's Cam-
pus, Avon Park.

Week celebrates the 23
colleges of the Florida Col-
lege System.

The four-day event pit-
ted teams of SFSC stu-
dents and employees
against each otherin a
slew of fun-oriented but
competitive games.

The first day saw 10
teams vying for top hon-
ors in three-legged races
and egg tosses. Each team
chose off-beat monikers
and sported vibrantly
colored T-shirts to stand

of There She Is to the

bright green of CK Fly,

each team tried to best the

other while having fun.
On the second day,

the teams offin

Panther Gym for

rights as the top

team. After eight teams

were eliminated, SFSC

SFSC Briefs
§ 1R
< ) 258
- ¢ § N —
s 7 t;" :
g€ C -“ St .*
- AR T e T SFSC students compete in a three-legged race and
- r e = ot -|7iez' - . tug-o-war as part of College Week festivities.
employees, playing un- James Holle, a freshman  missed the mark Baoss, a team comprised of  intramural fields.
der the team name Risky  from Ofympia, didn’t win From water to land, the students in SFSC's bach- In the end, Goonies tied
Business, faced off against the competition but he teams took to the sand for  elor’sdegreein business  with There She Is, with
There Shels ateamcom- wonthelaughsofevery-  acontestofstrengthina  program. each team gamering 95
prised of men's baseball one for paintingabull’ss  game of tug of war. The The games ended with  points.
players. Their pitching eye target on his belly. men of Their She Is held teams running an obsta- A tie-breaker chose the
skills couldn't save them—  In spite of his efforts, he out. defeating Your Future cle course on the college’s winner: There She Is.

There She is went down in
defeat at the hands of the
college employees.

The sun shone brilliant-
Iy on the third day when
the teams took to the pool
for a belly flop contest.
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[~ Blackbird 2§them to host

CD release party Saturday

By KIM LEATHERMAN

CORRESPONDENT

SEBRING — Blackbird
Anthem will host a CD
release party Saturday
from 6-8 p.m. at Bufalucca
restaurant at 7429 U S. 27
south in Sebring,

The Avon Park-based
band is celebrating the
release of its independent
debut album, “Stories I've
Never Told." The altermna-
tive country CD includes
four songs, “Liar,” "Rum,”
“Drinking with Me" and
"Come Kiss Me.”

The songs are country
with some southern rock
highlights, according to
lead singer and songwriter

Admbap_%m The songs
are amranged in a way that
follows the cycle of a rela-
tionship, he said. “We write
songs that tell stories,” said

P&lﬁl

Courtesy graphic

The cover of Blackbird
Anthem'’s debut CD.

Martin. “I want to write
music that speaks to the
soul.”

The band members will
be on hand for a meet and
greet. They will be signing
CDs and playing a short
acoustic set. CDs will be
sold for $5.

Blackbird Anthem will
also be playing a full
lineup at Dock 633 in Lake

BLACKBIRT
ANTREM

o
—

-~
L

Blackbird Anthem will host a
(D release party Friday.
Placid from 8-11 p.m.
Friday, March 25.

The band can be
found on Facebook,
Reverbnation, Amazon,
Google, Spotify and soon
on iTunes. Check out the
website for tour dates
and links to digital music
at www.blackbird
anthem.com.
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&Pioneer Day pays tribute to DeSoto’s trailblazers

Caire Miller — who also portrayed Arcadia Albritton Coker in 2 moon-time skit — shows youngsters bow to sew as part of
the childrea’s area demonstration of quilting. For mare photes from Pioneer Day, see page 12.
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NEW PROGRAM

FIRED UP

SFSC holds Fire Science Program dedication




BY MARC VALERO
Highlands Today

VON PARK — The crowd watched as

flames erupted from a car, and then a

flashover blaze struck a kitchen, but

with the release of a button the fires

were out during a demonstration at
South Florida State College.

The fire simulators are part of the college's
new Fire Science Technology Program, ich
soon will be graduating its first class that in-
cludes nine students who have already found
employment.

About 60 attended the Fire Science facilities
dedication Wednesday afternoon, including
college administrators, government officials
and fire department representatives.

State Sen. Denise Grimsley said the invest-
ment in the fire science program has far-reach-
ing returns for the community.

“When students succeed, the community
does, 100,” she said. “It’s a great day for South
Florida State College and Florida's Heartland.”

SFSC Dean of Applied Sciences and Tech-
nologies Kevin Brown recognized Grimsley’s
support and efforts to acquire state funding for
the department.

PROGRAM, Page 9




The 2014-15 budget allocation for development
of the fire science program was $2.6 million.

Building P was renovated as a fire science train-
ing facility. and a 44-foot high, four-story fire tow-
er was constructed at a cost of about $280,000 for
residential and commercial firefighting training.
Two used fire trucks, one for $6,000 and another for
$30,000, were purchased from nearby fire depart-
ments.

EMS and Fire Science Program Chair Steve Ash-
worth said the program started with 15 students,
including seven females.

Now the program has 11 students who will be
taking the state exam next week. Nine have already
found employment, he noted.

College Board of Trustees member Timothy
Backer, who served as fire chief of the Arcadia and
DeSoto volunteer fire departments for 24 years,
spoke at the dedication and later viewed the fire
simulator demonstrations with the other attendees.

“It is state-of-the-art stuff,” he said. “And, they
have all kinds of safety features. It is designed to
make sure everybody goes home tonight.”

With Ashworth at her side, Grimsley pressed a
button that ignited a blaze under one prop, a metal
carriage simulating a car that sent flames leaping
upward, enveloping it completely in fire.

The college offers a two-year program 1o earn an
associate in science degree in Fire Science Technol-
ogy and two Fire Science Occupational Certificate
programs — Fire Fighter | and Fire Fighter IL

Fire Fighter I centification, which consists of 206
contact hours, is for students who need formal
training to become volunteer firefighters.

Fire Fighter 11 centification, which consists of 152
contact hours, is for students who want to become
professional firefighters.

In November, the state fire marshal gave SFSC’s
program its approval, placing it on Florida’s list
of approved firefighter recruit training centers.
SFSC joins 15 of Florida's state colleges offering the
state-approved training.

Ashworth said applicants to the program must
have a high school diploma and be at least 18.
While applicants need not pass a physical agility
test. the nine months of training to complete both
Firefighter 1 and II requires recruits to pull heavy
hoses, break through doors and carry a potential
victim to safety.

Before SFSC started its program, area residents
had to travel to Bradenton, Tampa or Winter Haven
to enroll in the complete state-approved course.

COm
(B63) 386-5826

TOP: A crowd observes a rappelling demonstration
Wednesday at South Florida State College’s dedi-
cation ceremony for its new Fire Science Program
facilities. ABOVE: South Florida State College Dean

Hogan runs the kitchen fire simulator at the dedica-
tion ceremony.
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‘A CATALYST FOR CHANGE'

County’s long
history of firefighter
training hits apex
with SFSC school

By PHIL ATTINGER

Stare WriTen

SEBRING — Brad Batz,
Sebring fire chief, says a fire
department is an insurance
policy that no one hopes to
use.

Firefighters focus first on
prevention through educat-
ing the public and fire code
inspections. If a fire erupts,
they protect life first, then
property. They also serve as
first responders on thousands
of medical calls a year.

“When I started (March

FIRE |3

trainees deal with a flameover— hot gases on the ceiling igniting and moving the fire across the room — only this
one is under control. It's part of the new fire sciences training facility at South Florida State College. The training has come a
long way since the 1931 Florida Fire College that was held in Sebring (left photo), Allen C. Altvater Sr., who was instrumental in
mmmmmmmmuwmmmmhm,wukupun.mmmmmmmmw
his grandson, Allen C. Altvater Il
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1990) they had just
started running med-
ical calls to increase
our level of service,”
Batz said.

The Sebring Fire
Department is now
at an Insurance
Services Office rating
of2,oneof only 76 .
departments in the
nation at that level.
He attributes that to
good equipment and
even better training.

Batz was one of a
few dozen people at
Wednesday's dedica-
tion of the fire science

's new train-

ing building at South
Florida State College,
complete with a high-
rise tower, smoke
generator, flame
generators, hydrants
and two fire trucks: a
1984 GMC and a 2003
Pierce Contender.

Batz s one of the
instructors, which is

fitting. The Sebring

Fire College started 85
years ago. Then fire
chief Allen C. Altvater
Sr. worked with the
state firefighters
association and other
partners to set up the
school in Daytona in
1930, Batz said. First,
they had two pilot
classes in Sebring and
built a wood tower
and a small house on
the corners of Mango
Street and Lemon
Avenue as training
platforms.

Back then, the
classes lasted three
days; now, they're
four months, Batz
said.

Tim Eures, ' answered 2,572 med-
Highlands County ical calls, and the rest
e were vehicle wrecks
Operations Director,  (extractions, first
said such an in-coun:  aid and clean up),
ty facility “has been '  fires (structure, trash
needed for a long and brush), public
time." It will save assistance, hazardous
from havingto send  materials, rescues and
people to Polk or bomb scares.
Manatee counties To keep up, training
for training — 206 pever stops, Batz
hours for Firefighter 1 said. His firefighters
(volunteers) and 192  don't just sit around
additional hours for  the station when
ter 2 (paid). not on a call. They
“As budgets reduce  (rain — every day,
travel (allowances),  and on days off —on
we'll have this right in - plans to attack fire in
our back yard,” Eures buildings, to do
said. “ltwillbea  public education or
catalyst for change.”  to do hydrant, truck,
Batz said the gear or equipment
fire college maintenance.
transformed Sebring They also have to
and other small know how to best
departments from . extract people from
collectives of business hybrid or electric
owners to cars with 40,000-volt
ut out each other’s cablgs, or from cars
to today’s highly  with airbags set to
professional, full-ser-  pop from everywhere.
vice units. “The newest training
; “When nobody else wlslmlh labs, he
- willdofit, | fire service ;.,@,wgmh are toxic
 will do it,” Batz said. explosive.
Out 0f 2,974 calls “Everybody expects
in 2015, Sebring Fire  the fire department
to know what to do,”
‘Batz said. S
Some days, they're
slammed, but a good
day is a slow day, he
said, because that
means someone else
isn't havmg avery bad
day.
: While a firefighter
— paid or volunteer
— is always on call,
Batz said his crews
spend one-third
of their time at the
station away from
family. When they |
return home, they're
trying to recuperate
for the next shift.
“They gotta rest,”

Batz said. “When the

bells go off, we don't

have a choice. They
_call, we go."
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Nearly $10

focus on cultures

BY TONY JUDNICH
Highlands Today

AVON PARK — South Florida
State College English and phi-
losophy Professor Charlotte
Pressler is looking forward to
delving into the cultures of
the local Heartland region and
sharing her new knowledge
with her students.

Pressler, who also directs
the honors program at the
school's Avon Park cam-
pus, recently learned that the
college has been awarded a
1$99,619 grant from the Na-

tional Endowment for the Hu-
manities for a three-year hu-
manities initiative, The money
will pay for a project titled "A
Sense of Home: From Cultur-
al Conflict to Coexistence in
Florida's Heartland.”

The project will bring into
the school's humanities cur-
ricula the study of the cultures
of the Heartland region, from
the history of its indigenous
peoples and European adven-
turers to recent influxes from
the Caribbean, the Americas,

GRANT, Page 5

Grant
From Page 1

small-scale seminars will
be held for college and
high school faculty, and “I
hope our people (at SFSC)

Asia and Africa, according
to information from the
endowment.

Pressler, who wrote the
grant application with
Lindsay Lynch, SFSC's di-
rector of ts develop-
ment and federal rela-
tions, will lead the “Sense
of Home" project.

“I've always had this
interest in Florida histo-
Iy, and&;m delighted that
we got the 1,” Pressler
saidg.o “It’s gamgule differ-
ent from the usual sort of
grant. We are devoting it
to intensive faculty devel-
opment both on the col-
lege and high school lev-
el. It will be used for our
faculty and high school
teachers to get acquaint-
ed with experts on Florida

history.”
During the project,

will give public lectures, as
well,” Pressler said. “This
is a real opportunity for
our faculty and for high
school teachers and the
community.”

The college's grant is
one of five grants, totaling
$413,519, that the Nation-
al Endowment for the Hu-
manities awarded to insti-
tutions of higher learning
in the Sunshine State. The
grant to SFSC was the sec-
ond-largest of the five, be-
hind only a $205,000 grant
awarded to the University
of Florida for cataloguing
Franciscan missions of La
Florida. :

The grants are ‘{)lan of
the latest round of funding
by the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities,
which is an independent
federal agency. It award-

ed a total of $21 million in
grants for 248 humanities
projects in 44 states and
the District of Columbia,
according to information
from endowment spokes-
woman Paula Wasley.
The grants “bring the
humanities to life for

ferve ahasble et re

films and exhibitions that
communicate the lessons
of history and culture to
new audiences,” endow-
ment Chairman William D.
Adams said in a statement.

Highlands County resi-
dents and visitors who are
interested in the indig-
enous people of this re-
gion can learn more about
them by checking out per-
manent archaeological
displays at the SFSC Mu-

seum of Florida Arts and
Culture in Avon Park. The
displays include bone and
stone artifacts from the
so-called Belle Glade peo-
ple, who long ago inhabit-
ed an area near Lake Plac-
id known as the Blueberry
site.

This site “has furnished
evidence of continuin
habitation for hundreds o

" and artifacts found
there "grovide strong ev-
idence for i;lj vigcl)ant)ius n:ﬁd

trade re 0
ME Itnrﬁ)es as far awa ag
the Mississippi and Ohio
rivers,” according to the
museum website.

The museum current-
ly is open from 12:30-4:30
p.m. on Wednesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays.

oday.com
(863) 386-5855

oK grant will help SFSCscholars
of Heartland regiqn
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On stage af South Flonda State

Carpenters
Remembered

AVON PARK — Karen
and Richard Carpenter
sold over 100 million
records and still hold
the record for the most
consecutive top 10
singles. Michelle Ber-
ting Brett takes center

March 5 at the Alan Jay

Wildstein Center for the |

Performing Arts with
her seven-piece band
of top-notch Nashville
musicians to create a
musical enchantment.
Tickets start at $27.
Visit performances.

southflorida.edu or call @
863-784-7178.

863-784-7178.

3 guys, 30
instruments

AVON PARK — Three

i guys. Thirty instru-

i ments. And yes, they

i play all 30. Highly

i popular entertainers

: because of their comic
! skits, audience partici-
. pation and their musi-
stage at 7 p.m. Saturday, : :
i Odyssey wows audienc- |
es by their unbelievable |
i musicality. They will be
i on stage at the Alan Jay
i Wildstein Center for the |
i Performing Arts at 1:30
i p.m. Tuesday, March

t 8. Tickets start at $13.

i Visit performances,

cal inventiveness, New

southflorida.edu or call

Broadway's Next
Hit Musical

AVON PARK — Broad-

: way’s Next Hit Musi-

cal is the world's only

! unscripted theatrical
i awards show. It will be
i atthe Alan Jay Wild-

| stein Center for the

i Performing Arts at 7

p.m. Wednesday, March
9. Master improvisers
gather made up, hit

i song suggestions from
‘ the audience. The audi-

ence votes for their fa-

i vorite song and watches
: as the cast turns it into

| afull blown improvised
i musical. Tickets start at
i $20. Visit performances.
i southflorida.edu or call
: B63-784-7178.
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~ Singer Jack Jones to perform
at the Wildstein Center

He is the voice of the ‘Love Boat
Theme’ and ‘Wives and Lovers'

BY MARC VALERO
Hghlands Today

winning singer Jack Jones
will present his acclaimed
vocal style 7 p.m. March 22

at the Alan Jay Wildstein
Center for the Performing
Arts at South Florida State
AVON PARK — Grammy College.

Jones earned two Gram-
mys for “Best Pop Male Vo-
cal Performance”™ with his

singles “Lollipops and Ros-
es” by Anthony Velona and
the Bert Bacharach/Hal Da-
vid tune “Wives and Low-
ers.”

As the rock 'n roll era en-
tered its second decade in
the 1960s, Jones bucked the
rock trend, displaying his
cool charm and vocal tal-
ents bringing to mind das-

sic popular singers such as
Mel Torme, Tony Bennett
and Frank Sinatra.

In the 1970s, he contin-
ued to record and put his
trademark sound on many
of the cumrent standards,
when he got a call from
famed composer Paul Wil-
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Jack Jones is a two-time Grammy winner who will be
performing at South Florida State College.




|
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Jones

From Page 1

liams asking him to sing
the theme to a new televi-
sion show.

In 1957, his father, ac-
tor/singer Allan Jones, was
h ing at the Thun-
derbird Hotel in Las V
Jones said his dad invited
him to perform with him
and see how he liked it.

Jones r%o:)pr:ig?Ra fgvs
S on tol Reco
malbum—wimlitﬂe
response,

He continued to work
day jobs and was work-
ing as a gas station atten-
dant when his first album
was released on Kapp Re-
cords. He heard one of his
songs on the radio while

he was washinga custom-
er’s windshield.

“Lollipops and Roses,":
was getting good radio
play in Boston, Jones said.

said if you short-

which encouraged "house-
wives to dress up for their
husband's retum from the
office, caught a little flak
from women'’s groups.

“I laugh about it all the
time and there was a time
when it really wasn't fun-
ny,” he said. “It was a seri-
ous issue, and the Nation-
al Organization of Women
were really pounding their
fists about it.”

It was an innocent song
of its time and he agrees
with the objections to the
lyrics, Jones said. The is-
sues with it didn’t last long,
however.

South Florida State Col-
lege Director of Cultural

Pn?mms Cindy Garren
said Jones' recent United
Kingdom tour was a hit as

Sinatra.

“Jack still has the chops
and it will be a memorable
concert,” she said.

Tickets for the show are:
$59, $51 and $46.
of 12 or more can save

percent.

Those who purchase
VIP seats (first two rows,
$65) will receive an auto-
g;phed Simply Sinatra

and will have a private
meet and greet with Jones
after the show,

For more information,

to: www.performances
E‘:)ulhﬂoﬁda.edu.

(863) 386-5826




» HIGHLANDS TODAY ¢ WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2

2006 ¢

Panthers stay busy on the diamond

Panther 5K
spearheads big
Saturday with
baseball, softball
teams at home

BY ALLEN MOODY
Hghiands Tocy

The South Florida Seate Col-
lege Panthers ended their two-
game losing streak in style on
Monday, defeating IMG Acade-
my8-2Z

The Panthers now stand at
13-8 overzll with conference
play beginning next week. -

“We have played some up and

down kind of baseball here the
last few weeks,” said Panthers
coach Rick Hitt. “We really need
to continue to work on the con-
sistency that is required to have
season-long success.

“Concentrating on the peo-
cess daily and not the outcome
is something we need to con-
tinue to work on. I like our dub
and the effort level Our mental
toughness is being challenged at
times and we have to respond in
a better way.”

The weekend got off to an
auspicious start for South Fori-
da State College, as Miami Dade
College scored five runs.in the
top of the first inning in Friday’s
11-7 Sharks’ victory. The Pan-

thers tried to rally,
the Miami-Dade lead to 7-4 af
ter five innings, but the Sharks

scored three rums in the top of |
the seventh to open the lead B

back up.
Harrsion McoClure homered

for the Panthers and Tobias Cul- B8
pepper drove in a pair of uns. B

Dalton Scarbrough had two of
the team’s nine hits, but South

Florida didn't help its cause by |

committing three emors and -
suing six walks.
The Panthers

traveled 10

New Port Richey on Saturday |

and ran into a tough custom-
er on the mound i Pasco-Her-
nando pétcher Jason Fluke, who
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SIGHLUANDS TODAY FLE PHOTD
South Florida State College's Dalton Scarborough slides safely into
third in the Panthers sweep of Ave Maria University earfier this sea-
son. South Florida is at home on Friday and Saturday.



The inaugural SFCC Panther 5K

event, a fundraiser for the SFCC

Panthers
From Page |

improved to 3-0 on the sea-
son with a four-hit complete
game in the Conquistadors’
4-2 victory. %

Fluke fanned 10 batters in
the game.

Cody Spencer doubled
and tripled for the Panthers
and Matt Portis had a hit and
scored one of the two Pan-
thers’ runs. The game was
tied at 2, but the Conquista-
dors scored single runs in the
sixth and the seventh to se-
cure the win,

On Monday, the Panthers
broke open a close game with
four runs in the seventh in-

Portis and Evan Shaff-
ner both knocked in a pair of
runs. Cody Spencer had two
hits with an RBI and John

Tatum was 2 for 3 and scored
a pair of runs.
“We are 21 es into the

season already and we have
seen a bunch good things,
but we have to keep working
each day to get better,” Hitt
said. “1 am looking forward to
the next 34 games with these

guys.
The Panthers will be home
Friday when they host South-

eastern College. It will be
Special ST. night at the
ball park.

The Panthers softball
team wasn't quite as busy as
their counterparts, splitting
a doubleheader against Mi-
ami Dade College on Satur-
day. The Panthers dropped
a tough 4-3 contest in the
opener, but stormed back
with an 11-3 victory in the
nightcap.

In the opener, Samantha
Vance was 3 for 3 for the Pan-
thers and scored a run, while
Cristina Colli was 2 for 4 with
a run scored and an RBI.

In the nightcap, the Pan-
thers broke open in
the second in with sev-
en runs on their way to the
five-inning mercy rule vic-
tory. Amanda Ross was 2 for
3 and knocked in four runs,
while Stephanie Norris drove
in three runs. Vega
scored three runs, while Col-
li and Vance were both 2 for 3
with a pair of runs scored.

The Panthers (13-10) vis-
it Broward College in Planta-
tion on Thursday.

Saturday is shaping up as
a big day for the Panthers, as
things will kick off with the
seventh annual Panther 5K

— —

MIGHLANDS TOOAY FILE PHOTO
mmmuammmutmzmo.mm&umm

athletic programs, is scheduled for Saturday.

Run/Walk at 8 a.m. Regis-
tration is $25 for adults; $20
for students; and $15 for
children ages 6 to 12. Chil-
dren under 6 may partici-
pate in the race at no cost,
providing a registration
form is completed on their
behalf. Well-behaved pets
are also welcome. Online
registration is available at
www.southflorida.edu/giv-
ing/panther-5K.

Awards are presented to
the first male and female
who finish the race; to the
top three male and female
participants in each age
category; and to the top
male and female finalists in
the masters and grand mas-

ters divisions.

Both the baseball and
softball teams will also be
at home later in the day, as
the Panthers’ softball team
hosts Lincoln Land Com-
munity College in a double-
header starting at 2 p.m. and
the baseball team hosts Pas-
co-Hemando  Community
College beginning at 4 p.m.

For more information on
the SFSC Panther 5K Run/
Walk, call the SFSC Founda-
tion at 453-3133.
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South Florida State College

2 TRYLO:

South Florida State College’s Evan Schaffner slides safely into second base in Saturday's 8-6 loss to Pasco-Hernando State College.



‘Panthersgo2-1on

baseball diamond

Softball team on roll, improves to 17-10 for season

BY JIM TAYLOR
Highlands Today Correspondent

AVON PARK — The South Florida State
College Panther baseball team squan-
dered a four-run lead, as numerous er-
rors allowed the Pasco-Hernando State
College Conquistadors to storm back to
defeat the Panthers 8-6 on Saturday at
Panther Field.

“We had a really good fifth inning,”
said South Florida State College coach
Rick Hitt. “We put some really good of-
fensive at-bats together, piece by piece.
Jonathan Struck pitched well up to that

point, but our relief staff did not finish
their innings which was disappointing to
see.

After Struck and Conquistadors’ start-
ing pitcher, Riley Choate, battled through
four scoreless innings to start the game,
PHSC scored the first run in the top of
the fifth inning.

The Panthers answered back in the
bottom half of the inning with five runs
1o take a 5-1 lead.,

Alfred Brown started the inning reach-

PANTHERS, Page 2

South Florida State College shortstop Evan
Schaffner throws to first during Saturday's
game.



Panthers
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ing base on a walk. The Panthers put on
the hit-and-run with John Tatum hit-
ting a single in the hole created by the
shortstop, who was breaking to second
to cover the bag with Brown moving on
the pitch.

Brown advance to third on the hit but
did not stay there long as Quentin Da-
vis doubled into t-center to drive
in both Brown and Tatum and put the
Panthers on top 2-1.

A single by Hemmando Sierra and a
walk to Dalton Scarborough loaded the
bases for Equon Smith.

Smith crushed a line drive to the
right-centerfield fence that cleared the

bases and had him standing on third as

the Panthers led 5-1 with no outs.

The Panthers were unable to take ad-
vantage of the situation and went into
the sixth 5-1.

The Conquistadors scored three
times in the sixth and once in the sev-
enth to dethemeat 5.

the Panthers were able to re-
take the lead in the bottom of the sev-
enth, 6-5, they lost it in the top of the
eighth inning when Pasco-Hemando
scored three times to take the lead for
good and win the game 8-6.

“We were not sharp” Hitt said. “We
were sloppy, pitched in the middle o0
much when we did throw a good
pitch, we made a defensive mistake.

“It was a combination of things, but
the best way to characterize this game
was that it was a sloppy d

Panther starting pitcher, Struck, left
the game after pitching five innings. He
gave up one run on five hits.

After that, the Panther pitchers gave
up 10 hits and the defense committed six
errors that contributed to the loss.

The rest of the week was better for the
Panthers, who clobbered Southeastern
University 11-0 on Friday. The Panthers
scored four runs in both the first and
second innings on their way to the win.

Scarborough was 3 for 3 and drove
in a pair of runs; Smith was 2 for 5 with

o RSP PR
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South Florida State College outfielder Alfred Brown fields a hit on Saturday.

two RBIs; Jason Plyn knocked in two
runs; Brown was 2 for 4 and scored
twice; and Davis and Tatum both scored
twice. Juan Terron pitched five scoreless
innings to earn the win.

The Panthers opened Suncoast Con-
ference play with an 8-7 victory over
State College of Florida on Monday.
Evan Shaffner had three hits for the
Panthers, while Smith and Davis both
had two. Tatum scored three runs and
Scarborough and Harrison McClure
each drove in a pair of runs in the win.

The Panthers play a non-conference
game on Thursday at home against
Lincoln Land Community College be-
fore going back to conference games at
home on Friday and Saturday. On Fri-
day, they host the Manatees to com-

lete the three game series and then

st St. Petersburg on Saturday.

¢ & o

The South Florida State College soft-
ball team continued with its winning
ways, sweeping doubleheaders on
Thursday and Saturday to improve to

17-10 for the season.

The Panthers defeated Broward 7-5
and 10-8 on Thursday, te making
five errors in each game. In the 7-5 victo-
ry, Nicole Caruso knocked in three runs;
Amanda Ross and Cristina Colli both had

the

k
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Mary Kay Bernard/News-Sun

South Florida State College baseball coach Rick Hitt shares a
laugh with his players and coaches before a home game on
Monday night. Hitt last Friday won his 500th game when the
Panthers defeated Southeastern University of Lakeland.

Panther coach
a big Hitt
The king of SFSC baseball
wins 500th game

By MARY KAY BERNARD

CORRESPONDENT

AVON PARK -
Baseball coach Rick
Hitt is well on his way
towards leaving a
strong legacy at South
Florida State College,
but he will be the first
to tell you that he is
not done yet.

Last Friday, Hitt
and all the SFSC
baseball teams to
date, hit an important
milestone and won
their 500th victory
against Southeastern
University of
Lakeland.

The announcement

MEET RICK

* Who: Rick Hitt.

* What: South
Florida State
College baseball
coach.

* Claim to fame:
Last Friday, Hitt
won his 500th game
when the Panthers
beat Southeastern
University of
Lakeland.

was made at the game
by Hitt’s wife, Jayma,
and he was promptly
congratulated with an
ice bath by his players.

HITT| 5



“They continued to ~"Sebring Coach Jim
impact my life and my Howard then gave

HITT
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baseball success first
to his dad and then to
his many coaches.
“Once I got to the
high school level, |
was fortunate to play

for two , qual-
ity people, coaches
Gary Rapp and Brent
Ommertt,” said Hitt.
“Those were my high
school coaches and
they impacted my life
as a player.”

Hitt went on to play
baseball as a pitcher
at Santa Fe College for
Hall of Fame coach
Harry Tholen. He then
finished his playing
career at St.. as
University with coach
Paul Mainieri; who,
now is the current LSU
coach.

his word, knows the

game well, is caring,

takes an interestinall  percent) of players

of his players and is a
. good mentor.

“He's one of the best

: XC VI

tar. “He's
really knowledgeable

‘about the game. All in

all, he's a great guy to
play for.”
Hitt never let
of his baseball
edge. :
“When professional
baseball didn’t work

~out for me coming
“out of college, I had

a choice to make,”
said Hitt. “I chose to
go into teaching and
was fortunate enough
to find an opportu-
nity with Highlands
County Schools.

choice of this profes-  me my first shot as
sion,” Hitt said. ?hne a::hista:lt coach in
i a“."“‘%":.?:f had the opportunity  Sebring.” Hitt said.
S]Jipente ;lhce, saﬂlm " to have a positive Hitt said he can't
I j‘g’ gwlsn it f impact on hundreds of think of any other
vehifen dohag hoa layers. place he'd rather work.
a\c«;mnear: v‘e:ha ) “I'm just as con- “This is a great
: , w0d ¢ cerned about them place to work and we
vefe # " #maSas @ becoming good men,  runa lot of great kids |
hatl® husbands, fathers . through this program,
auehcd 17 andleaders of their  Hitt said. “I believe
> raeer. ~ households and those ~this is the most chal-
"7 qualities as I am about {fencgaing leu\"el klj?i coach
i how many ball games use the kids can
Hlﬁt‘:rhza:!beemmn %):fgh- they've wgn." H%t?ald. only stay for two years
fog Jor to SFSC, ™ “Growthisa bigpart  at the junior college
, gm Ao 10 years of my discussions with level. It's also very
ing at et them.”
b B : ~w— rewarding because
:ai:i‘thers ﬁ‘l;’;tgi: 3:? When asked, the kids move on to the
¢ phmers responded next level after one or
g?sm;::r the . \ith enthusiasm, two years.
He attributes his saying he's a man of We have a tre-

mendous matricu-
lation rate (80 to 95

moving on to four-
year schools,” Hitt
ve a lot of

e college

X
- professors on campus

~ bécause as students

they need to achieve
a certain level of
academic standing to
be recruitable,”

As for any special
teams he has coached
over the years, Hitt
said: "Every team
holds a special place
for me. But, in the .
spring of 2000 when |
stood and listened to
the National Anthem

* atmy first game as

a college coach, that
was a special high-
light for me.

“I'm extremely
happy to have a sup-
portive wife, Jayma,”
Hitt said. "She’s been
there every step of
the way and she’s a
fabulous person.”

Hitt also has two
college-age daugh-
ters, Sydney an
Cassady, who have
been very encour-
aging. And, Hitt has
been encouraging to
others, as well.

“Coach Hitt is an
inspiration to many,” "
sat%ﬁﬁ&}’residem 7
Dr. Thomas Leitzel.
“He works hard and
he challenges his
players to do their
best on the field and

in the classroom.

“As the college's
athletic director, he is
relentless in making
sure all programs
follow the rules,”
Leitzel said. “He is

" dedicated to runnine__

a first-class program.
We are fortunate to
have coach Hitt’s
skillful talents.”
“Baseball is so
special because it’s so
much like life,” said
Hitt. “There are peaks

and valleys, It's one of
those games that can
be paralleled with
life. You often have to
' find your way out of
the valleys. The game
defines who you are
character-wise.”
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LP. SFSC come
up on short end
of scoreboard in
baseball action

Highiands Today sports staff

LAKE PLACID — The Lake Plac-
id Green Dragons played a solid
game most of the night against
Class 8A Palmetto on Friday.

But the one inning they didn't
was too much to overcome, as
the Tigers scored sixth of their
seven runs in a game that was
defayed due to lightning in the
top of the fifth inning, as Palmet-

10 won a 7-4 non-district game.
With the game scoreless en-
tering the bottom of the second,
the Green Dragons went to work
offensively, as Jason Andrews
reached one a one-out walk, but
was forced out at second on a
fielder’s choice off the bat of Di-
ego Mireles. D] Williams singled
and Angel Ojeda followed with
an RBI single to score Mireles.
Cody Jolley followed with an
infield single and Wiliams kept
running on the play and scored.
Ojeda also scored when the
throw got by the catchet and
Jolley advanced to third. An RBI
single by Tay Williams made it
4-0 in favor of the Green Drag-

ons after two innings.

Lusby was able to escape a pair
of two-out walks in the top of
the third and the Green Dragons
started- the bottom of the third
with a double by Sam Callahan
and a single from Mike Warner,
but were unable to pad their
lead.

Things went downhill for the
Green Dragons in the top of the
fourth, as four errors helped the
Tigers score six runs and grab a
6-4 lead when Mirles came into
pitch with two outs and was able
to limit the

The Green Dragons got a dou-

DIAMOND, Page 2

ough going on the diamond

Lake Placid’s Cody Jolley fields a throw at Sebring, as Sam Callahan
backs up the play during Friday's game with Palmetto.



Conference
Polk State College on Satur-
day, as the Eagles scored six

: e |
ALLEN MOCOY/STAFF

Lake Placid's DJ Willlams scores a run in the Green Dragons' game with Palmetto on Friday.

runs in both the first and sec- teams. Panther Field tonight at 6.
ond innings and cruised toa  The Panthers begin a  Sebring hosts Lakeland on |
13-0 victory, taking two of the three-game series with Flori- Tuesday, while Avon Park
three games between the two da Southwest State College at  hosts McKeel Academy.
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South Florida State College Baseball
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MARK PINSON/ST.
South Florida State College's Alfred Brown steals third base during Tuesday's Suncoast Conference win over Hilisborough Community
College. The Panthers beat the Hawks by a score of 12-4.




Panthers hammer Hawks

SESC defeats Hillsborough for conference win

BY MARK PINSON
Highlands Today

AVON PARK — South Florida State College
pounded out 18 hits en route to a convinc-
ing 12-7 Suncoast Conference win over Hill-
sborough Community College on Tuesday
at Panther Field.

The impressive victory, which ve South
Florida a three-game sweep Hillsbor-

improved the Panthers to 22-11 over-
all and 6-3 in conference play.

“We swung the bats pretty well,” said
South Florida coach Rick Hitt. “Actuzlly, we
swung it well the entire series. It's extremely
difficult to sweep a series in our conference,
and you have to take your hats off to our
guysbecausedwydidwhalwasreqmedto
get that done.”

a run across in the

top of the first inning off of South Florida
pﬁtdterlasonl’l_mtotaheal-mead.
South Florida answered in a big way in
the bottom of the frame as Brown,
john Tatum, Quentin Davis and Harrison
McClure drew walks off of Hawks right-




Panthers
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bases-loaded walk to score
Tatum, and Hemando Sier-
ra stroked a two-run single to
right field to put the Panthers
on toigyOascoreoN-l.

Hillsborough failed to
score in the next two innings,
while South Florida tacked
on a run In the second in-
ning on a run-scoring single
by McClure, and the Panthers
tallied a run in the third on
an RBI single by Evan Schaff-
ner to take a commanding
6-1 lead.

The Hawks broke through
in the top of the fourth in-
ning as Brayan Morales belt-
ed a two-run homer to make
it6-3.

South Florida increased
its lead in the bottom of the
inning as Davis singled, ad-
vanced to third on a double
by McClure and scored on a
single to center field by Scar-

borough to make it 7-3.
Co‘sgyh Spencer came on in

relief in the top of the fifth
for the Panthers and gave up
a run as the Hawks pulled
within 7-4.

The Panthers went back
to work with the lumber and
scored three runs in the sixth
inning and two more in the
seventh inning to take a com-
fortable 12-4 lead.

mmwmmnmmmmm
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Hillsborough bounced
back as Morales uncorked
a two-run homer to cap 2
three-run rally in the top of
the eighth inning to pull the
Hawks closer at 12-7.

South Florida went down
in order in the bottom of the
inning against Hawks reliever
Orsen Josephina.

The
in Austin Haworth to close
out the game and the

hard-throwing right-hander
breezed through the Hills-
borough hitters to secure the
conference win.
"The are working
hard and hard,” Hint
said. “We're doing a lot of
but we need to

keep doing that. Our con-
ference is a dogfight year in
and year out and you have
to come to the ballpark ev-
eryday ready to go. You can't

L

take any inning or game for
granted. We've played 33
games, but we have 27 left, so ‘
we have a long way to go and
we have a lot of things we
need to improve on.”

South Florida is back in ac-
tion with a Suncoast Confer-
ence game at Polk State Col-
lege on Saturday.

mpirson@highlandstoday.com
B63-386-5837
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