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Rodger Smith loves his wife. He loves
his three kids. He loves his community.

l-:e also lovalnhls job.

“1 am now in my third i
full time at South Florida Syt"a::::(ti‘g!l;:h”ege‘.s
said Smith. “T have to say I really, really
love this work.”

At a time when a record number of
Americans report dissatisfaction with
their work, Smith’s love for his job stands
out. He teaches introductory psychology
courses at SFSC.

- Job satisfaction among Americans
topped 60 percent in the late 1980s, ac-
co to the Conference Board, a non-
rofit business research firm that pub-
an annual survey of U.S, wo ;

level of contentment with their jobs.

Last year, only 48.3 percent of Amer-
icans said they were satisfied with their
&s. A majority of Americans hasn't

n satisfied at work since 2005. ;g

Smith himself squarely
wnpdmwmmmamuineaﬂec- “I have to say | really, really

tion for their
SFSC after he landed a

“I was busy with my own co
business at the time and got a call from a
friend to fill in foran S instructor who
Imdtotg‘keleave."sf:idsft;ﬁwmwln
to step in teaching for a few weeks. “Next,
gldegeanaskedﬁ;wifl t be interest-

developing an o p%g)ology
course and I said, ‘Sure, I can do that,""

Smllnu\ dh:;! completedhh:s doctoral de- -
gree in adolescent psycho two years
earlier, after working for ?gyyears with
teens and adults recovering from sub-
stance abuse, .

“I had leamed that m was work-
ing with kids, es those who had
drug abuse problems"” Smith said from
his office in the SFSC University Center.
“That's how I got started in
and also working with adults,” he said.

Like his chancing upon SFSC, Smith
didn't’set out on a career in addictions
treatment — he sort of stumbled into it.

“I am from God's country, South Jer-
sey, a place called Haddon Heights,”
Smith said. “I moved to Fort Lauder-
dale in 1992 to spend some time with my
brother and took a job at a drug treat-
ment program for adolescents simply be-
cause | needed money.”

COURTESY PHOTO
this work,"
He found himself at said Dr. Rodger Smith, who s in his third full-
-time teaching time year as an SFSC psychology professor.
mﬁononthe Campus in Avon
in 2007, a position he did not seek out.

—

It was at Outreach Broward, a residen-
tial center for children 8 to 18, that Smith
found his calling. At age 25, still
and without a co%lqe degree, Smith s
he started to learn about mental health
and addictions treatment.
his choice was made without any fore-

thought, Smith said he took ‘working
with teens in trouble. <

He decided to complete his bachelor's

degree. H?ﬂ.s alz~;"<:'lf decxl)aded to start a ‘
marryin. e
Bver 19396. wn on New Year's
“When people get to know my wife,
they forget my name,” Smith said with
a lau "She!';tnot my better half, she’s
more my better three-quarters.”
Soon came their first child, son Aslan,
u;m'x;wdmermemat li:lnwho figures
ughout “The Chronicles of ~
by C.S. Lewis. N
were my favorite books owing
up, and not just me, but
Smithsaid. my vl 00

A

Students give Rodger Smith ‘
marks for love of learning

, @ €O degree, and sev-
eral years of addictions treatment -
ence under his belt, Smith set about find-
ing a town better suited (o children.

As it was by happenstance that Smith
came to teach at SFSC, so it was that he
found clinical work in ds County.
“When | got here without a job, I looked
for work in adolescent mental health,”
said Smith. “But, if you look around,
you'll notice there isn't any.”

Driving down West College Drive,
Smith noticed the Florida Additions
Treatment Center. He inquired about
employment, and though his back-

ground was in adolescent programs, he

. got hired on as an addictions counselor.

Soon came two more children, girls
Rilian and Corin, like their older brother
named from characters in Lewis's novels.
Smith left full-time counseling for gradu-
ate school. He attained state certification
as an addictions counselor and mental
health professional, and eamed his doc-
torate from Capella University in 2006.

Rather than return to counseling,
Smith opted for a stint as consultant to
owners of small to medium-sized busi-
nesses. Then came the call in 2007 asking
if Smith would substitute 3&: the SFSS::I.
structor. After taking up the dean’s chal-
lenge to launch the online
course, Smith also started tea class-

- rsycho)ogy courses.

With the departure of a longtime pro-
fwsochrm:FSC offered Smith a full-time
teachi ition.

"Profes%gi Smith brings a wealth of
clinical and academic experience to the
classroom,” said Kimberly Batty-Herbert,
SFSC's dean for arts and science. "His
background in addictions treatment and
his oﬁ'rlilenoe with adults and children,

ves a perspective on m‘dxology

at shows in his classroom ruction
and the students’ satisfaction.”

Batty-Herbert said her favorite com-
ment from one of Smith’s students was, “I
liked that the instructor made us think!”

When hearing that his students give
him high marks for his classroom in-
structional methods and love of learning,
Smith flashes an “aw shucks” smile.

“] like them and they like me,” Smith
said with a grin. “I guess it's a good |
match.” ‘.

Even though room-based
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‘SFSCclass
focuses
oncyber
security

With a world of threats, the
relatively new college program
is spurring plenty of interest

BY JAY MEISEL
Highlands Today

AVON PARK — These days, it's none too infre-
quent that stories of massive data breaches are
reported.

Then, there are other issues relating to cy-
ber security, such as the government’s recent
attempts to obtain data off an iPhone previ-
ously possessed by terrorists,

For Jeff Stulz, a Highlands County resi-
dent, cyber security became an issue closer to
home. He said a close friend became the vic-
tim of identity theft. That's part of the reason
he’s interested in enrolling in the cyber securi-
ty program at South Florida State College.

Brian Bohlman, an instructor at South Flori-
da State College's relatively new program, said
the frequent news coverage on cyber security
has promoted interest among potential stu-
dents for the program.

Bohlman said students want to work for ei-
ther government or private businesses to help
secure their computer networks, But it's not
possible to totally safe-proof a computer net-
work, he said.

“I's a cat-and-mouse game between the
good guys and the bad guys,” he said.

The program is about 1% years old
and has about 50 students, who can ei-
ther complete an abridged version
in one year or fully graduate in two.
Itis offered through the SFSC career college.

Tina Gottus, director of the Xcel-I'T Program
at SFSC, said there has been a lot of interest



Security
From Page 1
among government and

private businesses in hir-
ing graduates of the pro-

gram.
Offered are classes relat-
ing to computer forensics,

network security, security

testing and auditing, ethi-
cal hacking and digital fo-
rensics. Students also do
internships. The program
deals with security issues,
but also getting informa-

tion from cellphones,

Bohlman said students
have had internships with
South Florida State Col-
lege’s IT de nt, the
Hi unty Clerk
of Courts and the Hard-
ee County School District.
Some students soon will be
participating in an intermn-
ship with the Highlands
County Sheriff's Office,
which extracts information
from cellphones, comput-
ers and laptops.

Students learn ethics re-
garding extracting infor-

mation and other facets of
their jobs, he said.

Bohlman said he's also
hoping the program in-
creases awareness of the
need for security.

“Right now companies
don’t do anything until af-
ter they've been hacked,”
Bohlman said. At the same
time, companies don't
necessarily want to spend
millions of dollars to beef
up security, he said.

One plus involving
SFSC's program is that
students don’t need to be

computer experts to en-
roll, he said.

Gottus said another plus
is that the field has a high
demand for students.

Stuliz said that is anoth-
er reason he wants to en(i
ter the p He sai
he wants to Eelp keep peo-
ple and their general in-
formation safe. “Nobody
should have to go through
having their security
threatened,” he said.

mmmum
(863)
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Studentgetsblketogattodass

Former farmwaorker aims to
get GED, nursing certificate

Speclal to Highlands Today

AVON PARK — Sharon Jones has a new
bike — a pink one.

Now she can pedal her to way to
school. No more hitching rides or 30-min-
ute walks under Florida's punishing sun.

Jones is no middle or high schooler.
Now a grandmother, Jones is poised to
earn her GED and nursing assistant cer-
tificate at South Florida State College in
a few mon)aE The two-wheeler éw:s
Jones a reliable way to get to classes on
SFSC's Highlands Campus.

The purchase of Jones' bicycle came
from funds earmarked for SFSC's Farm-
worker Career Development Program, an
initiative that aims to help farmworkers
learn the skills needed to compete in to-
day IIOb market.

now be able get to SFSC in less
than 15 minutes,” said Jones, when she
picked up her bicycle last week at the of-
fice of her case manager on the college’s
campus in Avon Park.

Jones moved to Avon Park a year ago
from South Carolina, where she picked
fruit and vegetables. She heard from pa-
rishioners at her church that SFSC had a
program to guide farmworkers toward
jobs that offer self-sufficiency.

After running Jones through an assess-
ment, SFSC's farmworker program placed
her in adult education classes to prepare
her for the adult high school equivalency
examination. Jones said she plans to start
a certified nursing assistant ‘Frogram once
she has her diploma in han

“Even though Sharon had no means
of transportation other than her feet, she
had a perfect record of attendance,” said

Tara Jefferies, the coordinator of SFSC's’

farmworker program. “Her progress was

Sharon Jones sits atop the bicycle that
she will pedal to classes at South Florida
State College.

so good that we decided to purchase
a bicycle for her to ensure she made it
through the final months of study, espe-
cially now that the heat is turning up.

Colleges in regions with h|¥h concen-
trations of farmworkers participate in the
federally funded program.

To enter the program, students must
be U.S. citizens, or legal residents, with
a work history on farms. While most of
the funds go toward tuition, case man-
agement, and classroom-based supports,
the p can purchase critical items
for students — items like bicycles.

Jones said she has pinned her hopes
on working in a nursing home. She rel-
ishes the chance to settle into a career
away from fields.

“Now I can stay on campus studying
as loni as I want without having to worry
about how I'll get home,” Jones said.

“Can | take the cardboard off the
wheel now?” Jones asked Jefferies.

“Of course,” Jefferies said. “It's yours
now. Just watch out for the cars!”
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Public speaking
competition

Avon Park High School student Britanya Graham (center) demonstrated excellent communication skills during a recent public
speaking competition. Britanya was recognized as the winner of the annual Avon Park Rotary Speech Contest. The local dub
contest is the first of three levels culminating in a district contest scheduled next month in Lakeland. Each contestant is
asked to develop a 5- to 7-minute presentation based on the Rotary International theme. This year’s theme is ‘Be a Gift to the
World. Britanya competed in the group contest March 30 at the Bert J. Harris Jr. Agricultural Center. District 6890 finals will
be held at the Bartow Library on April 18 with a $1,000 grand prize. Presenting Britanya with a certificate are Avon Park High
School teacher Whitney Meeks (right) and Kimberly Batty-Herbert, representing Avon Park Rotary.
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SFSC offers
. business workshops

AVON PARK — South Florida
State College’s Community Ed-
ucation Department is offering a
variety of Foundation Tools for
Business Success Workshops.

In Designing Your Team

k, learn the value of
knowledge and skills needed

to create an edge in rnannghz
a winning team and to provi
optimal services to customers
and clients. We will examine
the critical tool for develm\g
and maintaining a compliant,
state-specific Workforce Man-

ent Personnel Handbook.
:ﬁ workshop is offered April
22,12:30-2:30 p.m., B g
T, Room 20. The cost is $75, and
the course number is (CRN)
21551/BUZ 0161.

In Tools for Business success
and Team Efficiency, learn two
tools for team management and
business success. The first is
writing job descriptions and un-
dcrsmndm;‘dg the role they play.
The second is the importance
of developing and maintaining
compliant personnel files for
your team and business. The
workshop is offered Friday, April
29, 12:30 - 2:30 p.m., Bu.llilng
T, Room 20. The cost is $75, and
the course number is (CRN)
21552/BUZ0162.

Register for classes in Building
B, at the Highlands Campus in
Avon Park or any SFSC campus
or center. For information on
Community Education class-
es, call (863) 784-7388 or email
CommunityEducation@south-
florida.edu.

More sessions in May:

Session 3 is May 6, Building a

Team.

Session 4 is May 13, Effective
Team and Evaluations
for Continued Growth.

Session 5 is May 20, Discover-
ing your Team's Synergy.

Session 6 is May 27, Structur-
ing an Effective Team Commu-
nications Culture.

—Highlands Today
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Leitzel speaks to LP Rotary

South Florida State College President Dr. Tom Leitzel spoke
| to the Lake Pladd Moming Rotary Club. He talked about

he college’s cyber security program being taught by Bryan
Bohiman that is doing very well in the college. Also he
was proud of all the sports programs as all were winning
espedally baseball, that may get into the playoffs. With over
7,000 students and a great board SFSC is a to- notch leaming
institution for the future of the heartiand. Pictured are (from
left) Pete McDevitte, Leitzel and Norm Church.

|
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( SFSCworking on star-studded entertainment lineup

By KIM LEATHERMAN
CoszesroNpenT

AVON PARK — South
Florida State College’s Alan

lineup for the 2016-2017
season. The season will
include the Artist Series,
Matinee, Trending Now and
Jazz series.

According to Cynthia
Garren, Director of Cultural
arts center is still in negoti-
ations with the artists and
the schedule is subject to
change. Tickets will go on
sale to the general public in
October.

The gifted young pianist,
Ethan Bortnick, will kick
off the Artist Series on Now.

The South Florida State (ollege Alan J2y Wildstein Center for the Performing
Arts is in line to host another superd Eneup of entertainers this fall and
winter.

19. Celebrity performances  and Lorrie Morgan, con-
scheduled are country temporary Christian band
music superstars Pam Tillis  Point of Grace, the Florida

Philharmonic and others.

The legendary Burt
Bacharach will wrap up the
Artist Series on April 1.

The matinee performanc-
es are equally impressive.
The lineup includes tributes
to Neil Diamond, Dean
Martin and Jerry Lewis.
Laugh, dance and clap
along to Paulie and the
Goodfellas, Murder on the
Nile and the Flying Horse
Big Band, just to name a
few.

The Trending Now Series
will showcase beautiful
music and dancing with
shows such as Artrageous,
Barrage 8 and the Florida
premiere performance of
the South Carolina Ballet’s
Beauty and the Beast. The
Jazz Series gets underway
on Jan. 18 with Eddie Metz.

Whether you like smooth,
New Orleans style or classic
jazz, the series has some-
thing for everyone.

Concerts by Bria
Skonberg, Bill Alired's
(lassical Jazz Band, New
Orleans Nighthawks and the
CanAmGer Band will thrill
lovers of this genre.

“The Alan Jay Wildstein
Center for the Performing
Arts is the number one
cultural arts attraction in
Highlands County,” said
Garren. “We have very
group sales pricing. Groups
of 12 or more get 15-40
percent off; plus, the group
organizer receives a free
ticket.”

For a complete schedule
and times visit the website
at http://performances.
southflorida.edu/.
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SFSC students

at Depot Museum
South Florida State College students
who are enrolled in the academic
Honors Program have the additional
advantage to participate in service-
learning in the community. Extra
credit is given for volunteering
within an organization. Pictured
are SFSC students Carlos Negron
and Annsley Bohlman, who are part
of the Depot Museum'’s Silver Palm
Dining Car's service staff assisting
with group luncheon events The
Avon Park Depot Museum is
fortunate to be associated with Dr.
Charlotte Pressler and the Honors
students who have devoted many
volunteer hours to the museum.
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New SFSC educator finds work, home in U.S.

She had met all the
graduation requirements.
But she was in Cuba If
she had accepted her di-
ploma, the govermment
would have forbidden her
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Dr. Maday Leon is SFSC's
new lead instructor in ele-
mentary education.

to immigrate to the United
States.
She chose freedom.
Now, she's three

months into her job as the
lead instructor of South
Florida State College’s
Bachelor of Science degree
in elementary education
(BSEE) program.

“The lack of freedom
is what brought me to
America,” said Leon, who
has immersed bherself in
the routine of coming up
to speed meeting the de-
mands of her new job.
“My father was a politi-
cal prisoner of the gov-
emment, and we had an
intense desire to live in a
country where we would

be free.”

Leon has spent the last
three months Jleaming
about Coun-
ty, its public schools and
the challenges prospective
teachers face when trying
to break into a career in
teaching.

Leon is no stranger 1o
elementary education.
She comes to SFSC after
12 years teaching elemen-
tary and middle school
students in Lee County.
She specialized in teach-
ing reading and English
to Speakers of other Lan-

guages (ESOL), a skll in-
creasingly important to
teacher education pro-
grams, especially in High-
landsCoumy.

“1 know what’s it’s like
to struggle leaming En-
ghish,” said Leon, whose
speech is accented by
the Spanish she grew up
speaking. “When 1 arrived
in Miami, it was a night-
mare leaming English be-
cause wherever [ went
people would speak 1o me
in Spanish.”

To get past the hurdles
she ran up against, Leon

resorted to an unusual ap-
proach. “I got the Yellow
Pages and started calling
up companies with Amer-
ican- names so
that 1 could spmk 10 peo-
ple in English,” Leon said
with amusement.

Determined to build
upon the teacher educa-
tion she had received in
Cuba, Leon enrolled in
Miami's Barry University,
where she specialized in
ESOL.

With her bachelor’s de-

SFSC,Page 9
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Woman’s Club honors
sheriff and college

sEBRING — The Woman's Club of
Sebring met on Monday at their

club house and Jamie Bateman,
from the SFSC Foundation, was

the guest speaker. The club gave a
$2,000 scholarship donation to the
college at that time. It also presented
Sheriff Susan Benton with a letter

of appreciation signed by all of the
club members and congratulated
the sheriff’s department on keeping
Highlands County safe and secure.
The club wanted to let our sheriff
know that we appreciate and support
our sheriff’s deputies.




.
Open house scheduled

AVON PARK — South Flor-
ida State College invites
p students and
their toan
house from 4:30 to 6 p.m.
April 28 in the gbb of
Building B on the .
lands Campus, 600 #1 Col-
lege Drive, Avon Park.

Faculty and staff will be
available to answer ques-
tions and help new stu-
dents apply for admission.
Guided tours of the High-
lands Campus will be held
at 4:45 p.m. and 5:15 p.m.

“Participants will have
thpesghance to |eamfabo;ny
SFSC's programs of study,
ﬁnancigl aid and scholar-
ships, ¢ and coun-

student life, and
support services for stu-
dents,” said Summer Mill-
er, SFSC'’s recruiter. “They
can d:o&in any time
during the open house’s
hours.”

“Our house is
attended by all the key
folleggfo , which makes
t easy for prospective stu-
e o
college and get their ques-
tions answered in a single
afternoon,” Miller said.

SFSC offers a two-
associate degree, an
bachelor’s degree pro-
grams in elementary edu-
cation, nursing, and busi-
ness with a concentration
in supervision and man-
agement. Students who
earn an SFSC associate
degree are guaranteed ad-
mission to an SFSC bach-
elor's degree programs or
one of Florida's 12 state
universities, the college
said. “In addition, S
oﬂ‘:ﬁ 't‘nmihgusmgmmspa.
tio
that can be conl:pleted in
approximately a year or
less and lead to employ-
ment in specific fields,”
the college added.

SFSC Briefs

SFSC’s Adult Educa-
tion program also hel
residents earn high school
equivalency diplomas.

To attend the open
house, take Entrance 1
from College Drive and
follow the signs to Build-

%cther you're purs-

ing a bachelor’s degree, an
associate degree, college

or occu- |

pational ;
open house can help you
start your journey
reaching

Another open house will

be held June 9.

For information, email
Miller at summer.miller@
southflorida.edu or call
her at 863-784-7447.

Minority males to
participate in panel

AVON PARK — On April
29, Soud‘:l!i‘llo‘ida hStatc
Co ill play host 1o
ne:lrelge 200 nl:ale students
from the five high schools
in DeSoto, Hardee, and

counties.

What's the occasion?

in college, SFSC said.

SFSC aims to tackle th
problem by bringing mi-
nority male high school
students to the college’s
Highlands campus to
hear from other young
men from minority back-
grounds who have made a
success of the transition to

I'l“x.high schools stu-

dents will interact with a
panel of current young mi-
nority males who attend

' SFS(?' said Timothy Wise,
dean for student services.
“Then, they will hear from
a panel of successful mi-
nority SFSC alumni.”

Wise, who organ

program with the help ofa
campus-based task force
and the five high schools,
said the close-up encoun-

towards
educational |

!

ized the
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ter will show the high
school students they can
succeed at SFSC. Wise said
the principals will join the
mn&m.s the event.

While the en-
rollment rate of Afri-
can-American and His-

R D e e

n the past e, .
still enroll in fewer num-
bers than their non-mi-
nority peers. Also, fewer
minority males go on to
graduation.

Before treating the stu-
dents to a lunch of pizza,
Zep A a moti-
vati speaker, will get
the students fired up over
the prospect of launch-
ing their academic life
at SFSC. Augustine, who
played football for th
Lake Placid Green Drag-
ons and University of
Florida Gators, now owns
his own fitness compa-
ny, Next Level Sports and

Fitness.

Before leaving for home,
the students get the
Oppo: 10 meet one-
on-one admissions
officers, financial aid advi-
sors, and student support

| counselors.
“We want these young

" men to leave the campus

knowing how to apply for
admission, how to pay for
coll and how to find
help from caring SFSC em-
ployees when their on our
cam " Wise said.

For more information
on SFSC’s minority male
initiative, contact Wise at
863-784-7104 or wiset@
southflorida.edu.
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‘italian for Travelers' course

AVON PARK — In "Italian for
Travelers,” learn the alphabet,
numbers and basisc':‘ conversa;:ion
related to eatin op 0-
tel registration g'nd puglillll:st'mns-
portation.

The course is offered as an
eight-week course Mondays and
Wednesdays, running May 2
through June 22, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
The cost is $90, and the course
number (CRN) is 30784. The
course requires the purchase of
the course book, Rick Steves’ Ital-
ian Phrase Book and Dictionary,
ISBN-13:978-1612382012.

Re‘%zter for classes in Building
B, at the Highlands Campus or
any SFSC campus or center. Reg-
istration can be paid over
phone by calling (863) 784-7405,

Business workshops set

AVON PARK — In “Building a
Winning Team,"” participants
explore the success formula of
hiring a winning team, and the
role it will play in the success of
a business.

MONDAY, APRIL 18, 2016 * HIGHLANDS TODAY -

The workshop is offered May
6, 12:30-2:30 p.m., Building T,
Room 20. The cost is $75, and
the course number is (CRN)
30728/BUZ0163.

In “Effective Team Training
and Evaluations for Contin-
ued Growth,” explore the dos
and don'ts of team employee
evaluations, and how can
positively impact the overall
achievements of the company.
The workshop is offered May
13, 12:30-2:30 p.m., Building T,
Room 20. The cost is $75, and
the course number is (CRN)
30729/BUZ0164. :

In “Discovering Your Team's
Synergy,” discover ways to tap a
“Team'’s Synergy.” The wo
is offered May 20, 12:30-2:30
p.m., Building T, Room 20. The
cost is $75, and the course num-
ber is (CRN) 30730/BUZ 0165.

Register in Building B at the
Hi ds Campus or any SFSC
campus or center.

Child care classeson tap
AVON PARK — Florida Child

v

Care Professional Credential Re-
newal English is an independent
online study course that is self-
paced and has no exams or class

. The cost is $164, and the
course number (CRN) is 30243.

Director’s Credential Renew-
al English is an independent
online study course that is self-

and has no exams or class
meeting. Cost is $169, and the
(CRN) is 30244,

Both courses run May 6
through Aug. 1 and are available
in English and Spanish. Also for
both courses, students must no-
tify Debbie Gutierrez via email
when they register and have
paid to gain access.

Program Management is a
non-credit independent online
study course that is approved
by Department of Children and
Families for anyone seeking a
director’s credential. The course
runs May 6 through Aug. 1. The
cost is $227, and the course
number is (CRN) 30490.

Register in Building B at the
Highlands Campus or any SFSC
campus or center.
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SFSC offers yoga
3 classes

AVON PARK — South
Florida State College's,
Corporate and
Community Educaﬂon
is offering yoga
at the SFSC
Campus, 600 West
College Drive.

In yoga, learn how to
reduce stress, improve
circulation, calm the
emotions, re-align
posture, and stimulate

t loss.

This class is offered
on Thursdays, April 21
through May 12, 5:30-7
p-m. The cost is $36,
and the course number
is (CRN) 21572.

Register for classes
in Building B, at the
Highlands Campus,
Avon Park, or any SFSC
campus or center. You
can also register and
pay over the phone by -
calling 863-784-7405. .

Community Education
classes, please call
863-784-7388 or email
communityeducation@
southflorida.edu.
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SFSFlre Saence school graduates first class

The graduates of SFSCs fire sdence program. From left, Trenton Carliste, Brianna Blosser, Coleton = : .
(hoate, George Bailey, (heryl Bailey, Michael Darrow, Lawrence \Rachel Smit picking up her diploma from Steve Ashworth,
Schaill, Rachel Smit, and Stephen Wison Dumn, fishia Gion. S wdhm:qasmmﬁ::m

\ MMSﬂnmaﬁ!@wm&eS&,m



AVON PARK — Four
women and seven men ¥

m& made history

class to graduate from
SFSC's fire science
program.
The graduates are

now eligible to join

the ranks of career
firefighters serving in
county and municipal
b :lread g:ms_, Mg:
one already

ﬁmhg?}' memb'::g f

~ 0
the graduates, SFSC of-
fi and fire officers
from across the state
watched the graduates
mount the stage in the
SESC University Center

fi to say ‘congrat-
lﬂt:t?gns‘ ::yyou 218]!,3
Kevin Brown, dean of
applied sciences and
technologies, told the
graduates.

Brown, one of the
college’s administra-
i i
to bring a ting
training program to
SFSC, praised the work
the ipstr&ct?nr: put into
moving the g
ral class of ma:igt:
through the nine
months of

“We are also proud
t:dau;nounoe that afs d(:f
t 90 percent of the
class have passed their

practical examina-
tion,” Brown said.

. higher degree levelsto  woman to serve course, Firefighter
~  improve yourself.” in Sebring’s fire 11, teaches recruits
. Halas recounted how department. the additional skills
o he started his firefight- ‘n:.;other graduats, oo s oc & career
e onby. | INE Career after passing ton Carlisle, firefighter in a county
: g GED. He told the interns with Sebring’s =~~~
e uates he learned  department. He plans  or city fire department.
. in the field that lead- to move into a full- SFSC joins 42
ership required higher  time position once state-approved train-
educatio

n, he completes :di:cal Ing centers across the
So, he said, he went  emergency m state in offering the
back to college for technician training at two-part course, in-
his associate degree,  SFSC in July. uding 15 of Florida's

following that up with SFSC’s fire science &0 o :
addross the graduates bachelor’s and master’s programwasa&;oj- golleges:

de.gees\ ect 10 years in
has learned in his 42 ou got to match making. The program

years as a paramedic, life skills with the  went from dream to
firefighter, department J71cC4 G0 "0 bl cerin  reality after the Florida

chief, and now state 1 m,” Halas ture, at the

fire marshal, aed. urging of State Senator
~Youcantjuststop o of thoselisten-  Denise ,

with having ing to Halas, Rachel appropriated $2.6

the basics of firefight- Smit, started the pro- illion in 2014 for the

ingand life-saving oo i ghe college to refit existing

< August.

skills,” said Julius said she came tothe classroom space,
Halas, the director of oy onion of Sebring  build water and fire
the Division of State &'} of Brad Batz, towers, and acquire
Fire Marshal. 'Yo: one of the adjunct the equipment to open
m‘mw instructors who taught the program on the
degree in fire science, e Tecriix
and then move on to
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oome.meﬂghm

themonal skills

to work as a career

mmneoumy

woman to serve

in Sebring’s fire .

department.
Another graduate,

Trenton Carlisle,

interns with Sebring’s

tommvelnton:u’illms

L poddonmee

state-approved train-
- |yommmﬂn
emergency medical a6 i offering the
technician trainingat .. course, in«

part
uly. “.wtiding 15 of Florida's
SFSC’s fire science state gllqes
was a proj- 2

e
program
went from dream to
reality after the Florida

ninZOlﬁorthe
college to refit existing
classroom space,
build water and fire
towers, and acquire
the equipment to open

the program on the
co‘l}lege'sl-!l@hnds
Campus.

AVON —_ -
PARK l?omu:;n ~ The 11 recruits highe:degeelevelsto
atS :zmadehis(ory Halas recounted how
“'h:eﬁgm M the GED. l;eetold' the !
g:l oftOlOln So, he said, he went
mln e back to college for
county and municipal  officer %mﬁm
fire departments, with  address s
onealmm tiogin |abds bachelor’s and master’s
years as Wou%mw?tfme
the SFSC of- ter, ent
ot oo g Bty it
‘&v:&:dmssm‘thestate fire said.
graduates “You can't listen
mount the stage inthe  with having le: ,p o?:ﬁfalt::sew-
Emuwmm the basics of firefight- &mm o
to collect and life-saving in August s%e
their diplomas. " said Julius =aid she came to the
“We are so proud Halas, the director of tion of Sebring
of what you have the Division of State . oy F B oL
ﬂm > and it’s “:dm‘h‘l‘m one of the adjunct
‘eomm- need to go on instructo taugh
%ﬁ: ; mpﬁmm 'hfm"’“,d'ﬂm'" ;e t
ean of in :
ed sciences and ey
logies, told the
Brown, one of the
college’s administra-
lo bing a Arebghting
to a
training program to
SFSC, praised the work
tgemlnstmm:tomputimo
ral class of recruits
the nine
of
“We are also proud

to announce that as of

today 90 percent of the
clashavepassedd:eir

practical examina
tion,” Bmwnaald.



Highlands Sun

Thersday, April 21, 2016

SFSC scholars inducted

into Honor Society

AVON PARK — South
Florida Seate College
inducted 50 students
into its Tau Epsilon
chapter of the Phi Theta
Kappa honor society in
an evening ceremony on
April 1.

With families, fellow
students, and college
administrators looking
on, the students recited
in unison an cath of
membership, joining
the honor society that
recognizes distinguished
academic achievement

number two post ata
four-year college like
SFSC.

“Think about the
hurdles you have sur-
moumedthatbrought
here tonight,” Valentine
told the students. “Then
vou will never sell
yourself short when it
comes to what you can
accomplish.”

As the ceremony drew
to a close, the inductees
stepped to a candlelit
table upon which lay the
honor society’s member-
ship book

One by one, they
affixed their signatures
in the book, recording
their status as scholars of
distinction at SFSC.

Then, with the audi-
torium Bghts dimmed,
the scholars helped each
other light a candle signi-
fsmgdmfdlonsmpm

Pyt Tl

your
in PTK,” Valentine told
the students, “You're
destined to be the next
big thing.” :

The new Phi Theta
Kappa honor society

inductees are: Luc Alfred, Courtesy
RigenstAlfred. Richard |00 ool crere ot
Alvarez, Silvia Alvarez- Theta Kappa honor

Vargas, Benjamin
Anderson, Teresa Barrs, Sght candies during the

Marrissa Baumann, ’ ’
Brandi Carroll, Tracy
Chaney, Rebecca Crews,  Juaquina Mamna.

Adson Delhomme, Philomena Mcknight,
Janelle Donglasan, Kristin Miners, Daniel
Amanda Edwards, Mantelongo, Kelley
Stephanie Escobedo, Morgan, Aundrea Pace,

Elizzabeth Etherton, L |
Ak:mndna Feichtinges, Palsgrove, Kelsey Pena,

Garcia-Rodriguez, Quinn, Ana Ramirez,
Donna Goins, Maria Joshua Roe, Krystal
Gutierrez, Hanna Santos, Eric Schulte,
Haney, Kimber Harris, Sandra Seetaram, Ansl
Adriana Hernadez, Sefander, Stephanie
Melissa Hernandez, Smith, Nefida Torres,
Megan Hughes, Cara Brian Ward, Abigail
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SFSC students dress for successtul job interviews

By KIM LEATHERMAN interviews, according

CosRESPONDENT to Dean of Arts and
Sciences Kimberly

AVON PARK — The Batty-Herbert. Flip-
Dress for Success flops, makeup fit for a
program transformed stage and strong per-
students” attire from fumes were also advised
grunge to professional against. .
during the inaugural Batty-Herbert stated . “M’ TE U
fashion show on that first impressions E_n“ m N
Thursday afternoon. are very important to a
The fashion show was prospective emplover.
designed to attire the “The first 30 seconds
students to attend job are the most import-
interviews dressed ant,” she said. “The
professionally. employer has already

Students initially made up their minds as

modeled their unpro- to whether or not you
fessional looks as Arthur  are right for the posi-
C. Stifed IV announced tion. You only get one
their future plans. The chance to mzkeagreat
clothing they wore did impression.”
not reflect the future A panel of profes-
positions they wished to  sional local business
fll. Some of the outfits  women critiqued both
were outrageous enough the inappropriate and
to elicit laughs from the  professional looks.
audience. They offered advice
Ripped jeans and on making an outfit
T-shirts, backless and stronger and suggested
barely-there ensembles  that closed-toe shoes be
were a no-no for job worn by both men and

Robert Brown is locking at an interview with 2 comic  Angel Mandillas is dressed for
dapper in 2 dark suit with 2 T-shirt and jeans but the Dress  success in a fashion show by
pop of color with his green tie.  for Success team stopped her. the same name.

women.
Judges were Batty- Pedre Sandhez models a pair
Herbert, Sheila of ripped jeans and T-shirt to

illustrate what not to wear to
SFSC|41  ajob interview.



X

< Thursday, April 21, 2016

SFSC

Richards, Trudy Benton
and Connie Olsen. It is
noteworthy to mention
that the women all work
for companies that have
donated clothing to

the Dress for Success

program.
The judges voted
Pedro Sanchez as the

metology program did
the hair and makeup for
the models in the show.
Many of them were also
models.

“This gives the
students real world
experience in hair and
makeup and haircut-
ting,” szid cosmetology
program manager Tim
Johnson. “The whole
class participated in one
way or another.”

Dress for Success
attires students with
professional clothing
donated by members
of the community to
wear on job interviews.
Students are able to keep
the clothing they select.

“Students make an
appointment to iy on

Rachel Burton modeled this
dark grey conservative dress
10 interview in during the
Dress for Success fashion show
at SFSC
clothing,” said Career
Center specialist Pam
Jessiman. “It helps the
students out that do
not have the money for
clothing to feel confident
on an interview. 1 am re-
ally blessed because I get
to see their faces when
they get the clothing on.”
Jessiman noted that
the program works with
the public as well. Those
who cannot afford
clothing for an interview

Right: Pedro Sanchez strutted
in this grey sait paired with

2 pink shirt, suspenders 2ad
even a pocket square. He is
ready for Wall Street.

can shop at the Dress for

Success boutique.
The Leadership

Highlands Class of 2012
began the program and
it has grown steadily.
Donations keep the bou-
tique stocked. Items that
are needed are men's
suits, sport coats, ladies’
dresses, blouses, skirts

gently used, cleaned and
pressed.

Call 863-784-7410 for
an appointment to drop
off donations.
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Archaeologist Steve Koski.
discusses Snake Island site

Ssecuiw o i
Hasoas Sux

Acharologht Seve ocki
will discass “Snake kkland,
Sm
irdtthﬂnnn:e‘d\*y

~ (KVAHC) speaker series

(Thearsday).

Thetalkwill beat 7
pm. in Building G, Room
;&a&-ﬁﬁ:&
Camnpus. The public is
nvvited at no cost.
_ Snake Island is 2 story
g:.qmmm
observations, research

and imerpretation, sea

level rise, erosion, loss
of significant culharal
resousrces, stabiization
and protection of the site.
The Snake ksland site
was discovered in 1994,
eroding from the shoge
of the spoil island at the
mouth of the Venice Infet
in Serasota County. This
island on the Intercoastal
Waterway prodoced
ceramics, shell tools, and
an abundance of sea turte
bores and other faunal
materials from a surface

Do cope n emaptias

preservation.
research

Background :
indicated that the istand
was onoe connected to
the mainland A low Sdal
marsh was cat from the

mihnd'nl.m.d
the initial dredging of the
Intercoastal Waterway
and used as a spod site
for dredged materials.
Beneath the marsh,
mwod-covered with spod
lay a coastal shell midden
dating from the late
Manasota/Weeden Island
Safety Harbor
Period, c. A 600-1500.
The site was
inundated by the rising
sea level.

In 2000, 2 Phase 1
archaeological study was
conducted as part of the
Sarasota Bay Restoration
Project funded by the
Army Corps of

In 2013 and 2014 the
West Coast Inland

and im0 the

a stabilization peoject o

peotect the esoding site.

Studies froen

these projects gave further

insight into the site’s oocu-

Koski s an anchae-

alogist specializing in

underwater prehistoric .

sites. He received his Aschaeciogist Steve Kaski will discuss Saake Island, a Story of

Bachelor of Arts degree in Time, Place, Context, and Change’ today (Thersday) 2t South

anthropology/archaeolo-  Flofida State (allege.

&y from the University of Kosld has worked as of Stome Mountain, Ga,

::Ismdnmsm an underwaler archae- a)dhswvﬁslmia
clogist at Warm Méneral archaeclogist during

studies and a Master of Springs n Nocth Port. and ~ Snake Island Stabilization

Arts degree program at worked for two cultural Project.

Arizona State University. FESOUITe manzgement He is currently the

Hi.sme:!d)hmd ﬁr-.mndll‘:u&nd) part-time interim Sarasota

Focida, coastal adapGons,  as peoject archaeclogist continues 10 Serve as part

and setlement and on the Sarzsota Bay res- time site management at

subsistence strategies tocztion project  Listle Salt Springs for the

through time. for new Associates  University of Miami.
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SFSC commencement student speaker
graduates with inaugural BSN class

Sharmin Jones will be receiving her Bachelor of Science in Nursing diploma at South Florida State Col-
lege's spring commencement on May 5.



—

Ever since she was a little girl,
South Florida State College stu-
dent Sharmin Jones has been

g:sionate about caring for peo-
Now, after 15 years of caring

for patients as a nurse, Jones is |

poised to walk across the sta
at SFSC to pick up her Bache-
lor of Science in N (BSN)
diploma at the college's spring
commencement on May 5.

“I grew up under the influ-
ence of m dmother, who
often minc{ me after school,”
Jones said. *I learned a great
deal about love and support
from a woman who spent her
entire life caring for others.”

While her grandmother could
barely read or write, she helped
her husband raise Jones’ moth-
er by caring for elderly residents,
Wi t an education, she could
not hope to care for people as a
nurse,

Not so for Jones.

“When I uated from Se-

b High I enrolled in
s;g(‘? the following fall,” Jones
said. “I aspired to a career in
nursing, and I realized the o
gath to that goal ran throu
When Jones ates next
month, she won't need to look
for a nursing position. She's
been employed as a registered
nurse since 2003.
That fact, coupled with the
challenge Jones over-
came to eam her , got
her tapped to deliver the com-
:inememnment speech on gradua-
on L :
bl e SRIALog it
start i -
eral education classes at s%'c
to build an academic record that

would get her into the college’s
11-month Practical Nursing pro-

gram.

“Co tion for a spot in the
practical nursing pr was
intense, and I 't get in the
first or second time I applied,”
Jones said. “1 wouldn't give up,

so 1
the class an earned ac-

|

T a seatin”

ceptance.”

Practical nursing, often seen
as a gateway to higher legs of
practice, involves caring for pa-
tients under the direction of a
n:%lstered nurseo:ghysldan.

ones credited the program’s

8¢ rigorous academic work and the way. up
steady supervision of Mary Ann ;- weeken%::&ervlsor, unit
ucation director who retired in :lanagerand director of |

Fritz, the longtime nursing ed-

2008, with learning sound nurs-
ing skills and how to adapt to a
real-world work setting.

Just as Jones entered the fi-
nal months of her studies, the

ther to whom she
ooked for inspiration, was
struck down by cancer.

“1 helped care for my grand-
mother in home hospice, hold-
ing her in my arms as she took
her last breath,” Jones said.
“That moment validated for me
the decision I made to choose
nursing as my career path.”

With her licensed practi-
cal nursing (LPN) credential

in hand, Jones landed a job at ;¢ 3 hoon for patient safety.

Highlands nal Medical
Center in Seb She opted
for a shift on the medical-surgi-
cal ward. A choice not without a
reaso"l n. "
wasn't going to stop at

practical nursing; 1 had my
sights set on my
tered n licensure,” Jones
said. “To acceptance into
SFSC's registered n pro-
gram, I had to have a cient
number of work hours in medi-
cal’-surgical nursing.”

ones gained acceptance into
SFSC’s Transition LPN to RN As-
sociate Degree in Nursing (ADN)
program on her first try.

“Going to another school was
out of the question for me,”
Jones said. “Not just because I'd
have to move, but I knew from
my previous studies that SFSC's

ty exemplified the compas-
sion and empathy that makes
nursing what it is—a caring pro-
fession.”

“Jones complerctthe associ-
ate degree transition program in

from higher
ucation, patients do as well. A
spate of peer-reviewed research

2003 and earned her registered
nurse license. Her RN credential
opened a door to advancement
in the field. '
Jones started a 12-year

of work with an area ed
n . She worked her
the ladder of promo-

ursing.
When Jones heard SFSC
would launch a bachelor’s de-
in nursing in 2014, she
ew a pivotal moment had ar-
rived.

“There was no question in my
mind 1 would aPp)y for SFSC's
BSN program,” Jones said.
“Having a bachelor's® degree
meant | could p further
along a career path in nursing.”
Not only do nurses t
levels of nursing ed-

shown nurses with four-year
egrees make fewer medical er-

“Hospitals also benefit from
emplo nurses with higher
education levels,” said Dr. Mi-
chele Heston, who taught Jones
sk et S
n on at
SFSC. "Nurses wng more ad-
vanced education will incor-
porate evidence-based best
practice into the care they
patients, driving down m
errors.”

After Jones learned SFSC had
accepted her into its inaugural
BSNlclass. sl&‘e &oeumul her
employer wi news.
That's when excitement turned
to despair.

l "Muglrd et:nployet ‘told me that
wo ave to give u -
sition if 1 retumgéd tops?hyogltr'
Jones said. “After 12 years of
dedicated service to my pa-
tients, my heart was broken.”

Jones said her employer ex-
plained they couldn’t share her
with SFSC's new program—they
wanted someone who could
be on call at any moment, and
classroom time would clash
with that requirement. They of-
fered to keep Jones on in a posi-
tion with less responsibility and
a $20,000 pay cut.

"I knew I was going to SFS(
for my degree,” said Jones witk
eyes wide open, recounting the
moment when she he
com re after hearing the
bad news. “lI went home anc
told my husband, James, whe
nearly lost it when he heare
|about the pay cut.”

Jones remembers mo
ment well. “James looked at m:
and said, ‘You're going to SFSC,
evmbulfhehadtogetasecom
’Oth an air of stoic resolve
Jones had her own take on how
to look at the turn of events.

" can take your job awa
from you, but not your degree
so I chose the degree,” she said.

Jones said her commitmen
to education will form th
theme of her speech to her fel
low students and their fami
lies, an education that kept he
grandmother from becoming
nurse., -

“I want talk about the impor
mnoeh edumutl)lex should‘ s';‘ia

everyone's life,” jones saic
“Work and life are hard enoug
ﬂomom that degree or certifice

n.”
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Paying it forward

with gratitude

Former student recognizes impact of SFSC
faculty members on his life and career

BY KAREN CLOGSTON
Highlands Today

AVON PARK — Among the awards giv-
en out at the 2016 South Florida State
College Juried Student Art Exhibition on
Thursday, April 21 were three gratitude
awards presented to three esteemed and
long-time faculty members of the col-
lege.

Mollie Doctrow, Cathy Futral and
Mary Wolfe each received the Max Good-
ing Award of Gratitude, Gooding, a 2009
alumnus of SFSC, created the award as a
way to thank each of the women for the
impact they had on his personal life and
education and for the legacy of excel-
lence they leave behind at the school.

These awards were the “slightest at-
tempt at repaying them for what I feel
they gave me,"” Gooding said.

Gooding is a graduate of the college’s
art program and he continued his edu-
cation at the University of Florida, gradu-
ating in 2013. He now owns and operates
a design firm in Naples that specializ-
es in landscape design, graphic design
and illustration. Gooding began donat-
ing money to the college for purchase
awards in 2013; this year he gave $1,000
for the school to purchase student art-

KAREN CLOGSTON/STAFF
From left: Max Gooding, Mary Wolfe, Mollie Doctrow and Cathy Futral. Wolfe, Doctrow
and Futral each received a gratitude award from Gooding at the student art show on
Thursday at South Florida State College.

work from the show.

Gooding chose to bestow the awards
on the women at the student art show
this year after learning that each would
be retiring at the end of the spring term.

On Doctrow’s and Futral's impact at
SFSC, Gooding noted it “has been monu-
mental.” Gooding said that it is up to the
students to get what they want out of col-
lege as there is no hand holding. And for
those who wanted a “richness” of educa-
tion, he felt that Doctrow and Futral “had
boundless information and knowledge to
impart.

“I wanted to suck up as much as
I could of that information and that
knowledge,” he said. “They imparted a
lot and the college will not be the same
without them."”

Gooding credits Wolfe, who has
worked in the college’s Internet tech-
nology department for almost 20 years
and whom he hag known for 11 years, for
helping him through a difficult time in
his life. He was friends with her daughter
at Lake Placid High School, and she rec-
ognized his life struggles and offered him
help, he said.

Her support has had a lasting impact
on him, and he personally thanked her

SFSC,Page9
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From Page7

when giving her the gratitude award
on Thursday.
“She exemplifies what selfless-
ness is,” he said.
also said students at

the end of June.
“It’s hard to express how import-
ant the relatiomp has been with

a number of the students that we
worked close!y with and Max was
one of them,” Doctrow said. “We
are somebody along the way for so
many_smdent who we never see

SFSC would benefit from getting to again

know faculty, like Wolfe, who are
not necessarily professors because
they can offer a wealth of informa-
tion and add to the complete pic-
ture that makes up the colﬁge expe-
rience.

Wolfe said she was surprised
when she received the award. "It
was definitely an early Mother's
Day present from one of the sweet-
wbozslhavehadthepdvﬂegeto
lcnowhi . she said. “I am so proud of

m..

Doctrow, who is the curator of the
Museum of Florida Art and Culture
at SFSC and teaches graphic de-
sign, has been with the college since
2004. She plans to officially retire at

Regarding the former students
she stays in touch with, like Good-
gx‘ and seeing the success they

ieve in life after college, she feels,
“Wow, we did something together.”

Doctrow acknowledged it was
gratifying “knowing that we really
made some difference.”

Futral has been an art professor
at the college since May 1996 and
she plans to retire after graduation
next month, ing her tenure at
the school 20 years. She said she was
overwhelmed by Gooding's presen-
tation and felt humbled by it.

“Everyone has a story to tell and it
is sweet when you are given credit,”
she said. “Max came to us with all

of his talent and we can’t take credit
for him,” noting that she just helped
guide him.

She credits Gooding's ability to
give back to the college through
the purchase awards. The mon-
ey he gave this year was distribut-
ed among 15-20 students, she said.
Futral said she was humbled to be
able to give the awards to all of these
student because of the generosity of
people like Gooding.

“He has inspired my students. He
returns each year to make person-
al contacts with them,” Futral said.
“He is a mentor and an inspiration

and he cares about what the stu-
dents are doing.

“I am overwhelmed by what he
has given back,” she said.

The student art show will run
through April 28 at MOFAC, which is
located at 600 W, College Drive next
to the Alan Jay Wildstein Center for
the Performing Arts.

OO
(863) 386-3835
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SFSC students, instructors
recognized on Awards Day
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ZamSFSC ot and Physiology Il Eliany Cabrera, Sharmin Jones, Fundamentals
s 1 With | Hunter Altman. Anatomy Freshman English I of Speech Communication
e Joseon £ Johnston/Bet- | and Physiology I Thormas Cook, Daniel Witt, Bachelors
biche i - ward for excep- " randaCorbin, Anatomy Freshman English I of Science in Elementary
£ i and Physiology i Sharmin Jones, ' Education
mg;mnm outstanding in. | 2553 McEwen. Anatormy Freshman English I Alyssa Pauley, Bachelors
W;‘.f in i1 | and Physiology e Israel Ayala-Rivera of Science in Elementary
ol ﬁ;ﬁm'i‘"’l Katherine Perez, Anatomy Freshman English | Education
andand .tw. /s " Mary Patterson, Christian Pena. Biologv |
ties c Miranda Corbin. MICrODIOIOgY  pecfoov s oo,
St : SESC biol- - pjysca McEwen, Microblology Lacey Watson, Descriptive
ogy Instructor, who nom- yatperine perez, Microblology
inated Zamora for the MUHG““E(. Human Joy Derrick, General
award, said: “She is a plea- and Physiology I Physics | and I
sure to work with, is MM_OﬁedaN. Human Negron,
richly deserving of this anatomyandPhysiologyll | parootiaad oo
award and recognition. Zully Back, Microblology :
T 16 Obresent Duice Hemandez Physics with Calculus | and I
ed 2015-16 Outstand- General Chemistry Willlam, Sager
o8 stacy Shoy  Awards  pobert Ward, General Business with Calculus 1 and i
to Stacy Sharp, arts and  cpamictry . 5
sciences, full time; Kim- Lindsay Mm'o’m 'Mmhauuw .rcature
berly Batty-Herbert, arts (romistrs Qe
and sc‘en‘.m. full m: Christian Manresa, “h-ulh E ; » Team
Adam Martin, applied sci-  xp00mal pevenology Florida Acadec~ nic RO
ences, full time; and Re-| ¢;ngice Rosenbaum, O A
becca Schumacher, 3P~ Abnormal Psychology Collna 2016 AR
plied sciences, full time. Megan Darr, Human | lmAc Toaw
Students who received Florida Academic 2016
SORN R IO Lauren Dutcher, Human - heilgpndend i
participation In the following Development Eca ts. 2016 Al
acaciemic Progrems are: Tatiana Sulfvan, Human i e e
Makayla Chancy, General Development Allen.
Business Studies Brandon Rosenbaum, Enmslh o Keyboarding
PO e, Introduction to PSYChOIOBY  aaron Lakus, Fundamentals
Introduction to Leadership Jamicia Giimore, of tion
Stephen Wym. Principles General Sociology Cesaspre mec" cna.O“ FI"L. lica tals
bl NS Mancano, of Speech Communication
G T el General Sociology Kevin Webb, Medical Assisting
of ""’m,ck Julle Swift, General SOCIOIOBY  puha g Fiores, Financial
Alexis Drz A Drawngl Alexis Drzewuckl. Honors Accounting i
Marissa Simpson o & General Sociology Donna Wall-Vanatta,
Drawing ) Christian Reitnaver, Honors ooy Accounting I
dogris General Sociology Tson B
Taylor Nicole Webb, Painting Stephen Wynn, Pg’v:g Managerial
MRck EXtary A Organizational Behavior e oD, Ibioduction
Garrett Edenfield, Lindsay Moon, o Gr
Brain Bow! Team General Blology Il Do IS
Christian Pena, Brain
Bowl Team

George Perez Gomez,
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'New corrections officers ready for asmgnments

AVON PARK — New doors
opened for the nine ca-
dets in South Florida State
College’s Basic Correc-
tions Class 16-189 as they
accepted occupational
certificates during a grad-
uation ceremony held
Wednesday evening in
the SFSC University Cen-
ter Auditorium, Highlands
Campus.

Eddie Aguilar, David
Breau Jr, Alfredo Flores,
Rebecca Hall, Catessa Holt,
Jamila Richards, Bobby Rid-
ley, Juan Thigpen and Me-
gan White completed 420
hours of correctional offi-

lusnoeAmdems They took
llaramsmasmammeeh

mastering skills in
| 3 = 9

ﬁrsxa)d.se{f-deienseand
firearms and i

a dass grade point average
(GPA) of 9255,

Thigpen received a spe-
cial award for serving as
class leader. Ridley re-
ceived the award for top
firearms score — a notable
accomplishment, Austin
pointed out, i
that he had never handled
a weapon before entering
SFSC’s basic comons

course. White re-
w the award for the
top academic score, eamn-
ing 454 points out of a po-
tential 482.

In the keynote address,
Wauchula police Officer
Jesse Poole recalled that,
even as a child, his heart
was set on a career in law
enforcement, and he al-

ways pursued that path.
Having a purpose and
goals inspired him and
kept him on track “You
only get one life to live,”

Poole told the new gradu-
ates. “Locate the path you

were meant to walk, and |

you will find goals along
the way.”

By the time of gradu-
ation, seven of the new
correctional officers were
already employed in cor-
rectional positions.

For more information
about SFSC's Basic Cor-
rections Officer course
and other law enforce-
ment training programs,
call the Criminal Justice
Academy at 453-6661, 494-
7500, 773-2252, or 465-
3300 or visit www.south
florida.edu.

COUSTESY P=OTO
mdmsmmaasw—manmmmnm
mwmmmmmmwm In the back row are, from left:

Alfredo

Flores, Rebecca Hall, David Breau Jr., and Eddie Aguilar,



Special to Highlands Today

AVON PARK — South Flor-
ida State College’s Muse-
um of Florida Art and Cul-
ture honored the winners
of its “Steam Powered In-
novation” juried student
art exhibition during a re-
ception on April 21.

The awards ceremo-
ny. recogmzed drawings,

, and a
range of other artwork stu-
dents created during their
studies in SFSC's Ant De-
partment. The students” art
is on display in MOFAC's

“This exhibition is a
wonderful opportunity for
our students to show their
art in a professional muse-
um and to receive recog-
nition for their fine work,”
said Mollie Doctrow, the
museum'’s curator.

Missy Simpson walked
away with the Max Good-
ing Best in Show Pur-
chase Award for her pen-
cil drawing titled “Kail.”
She received $200 for the
imaginary rendering of
a zebra-like animal with
homs in mid-gallop.

Simpson said the stu-
dents came up with the
show’s title, “Steam Pow-
ered Innovation,” to cap-
ture the theme of ad-
vancements in technol
as seen through a Victori-

highlandstoday.com ¢ HIGHLANDS TCOAY ¢ TUESDAY, APRIL 26,2096 ¢ HIGHLANDS TODAY ¢ J

From left: SESC's Mollie Doctrow, Taylor Webb, Leighton Skipper, Missy Simpson, A. Juarez and Cathy Futral.

an-era viewpoint

Max Gooding, an alum-
nus of SFSC's art depart-
ment, provided $1,000
for 17 awards 1o students.
Gooding, who went on
to eam a degree in land-
scape architecture at the
University of Florida, owns
a landscape architec-
ture consultancy, the Max
Gooding Co., in Naples.

Leighton Skipper won
the Max Gooding Pur-
chase Award of Excellence
for his watercolor titled
“Me Again.”

The Max Gooding Award
of Excellence went to A

Juarez for her color pencil tery;

drawing, “My Children.”
Four students received

ogy the Max Gooding Purchase

Award, a monetary award

used to purchase excep-
tional student art pieces for
the SFSC Student Art Col-
lection. The winners were
Taylor Webb for her acrylic
painting “Toucan”; Alexis
Drzewucki for her iBustra-
tion titled “Forward Move-
': Dylan \\‘hneman

winners with his poster
“Jacaranda.”

Max Gooding Awards of
Merit were presented to E
Georgeanne Paris, photog-

y; Janelle Donglasan
and Whitney Willliams, pot-
Angelise Reyes, 2-D
design; Lz Carroll, acryl-
ic painting Molly Haney,
drawing A Juarez and Jose
Lopez, graphic design; and

Taylor Webb, sculpture.
Cathy Futral, art profes-

Awands to Missy Simpson
and Victoria “Tory” Roman,
figure drawing Leighton
Skipper, computer graph-
ics; Alexis Drzewuckd, draw-
ing and Ian Mack, pottery.
Members of the Tangle-
wood An League were on
hand to present their fifth
annual scholarship award
to A Juarez for her out-
standing range of drawings.

Norma Evans, president of
the group of retirees with a

passion for art, presented
Juzarez with a $300 check
“We look forward to getting
to know you better as you
move forward with your art
education,” Evans said.

Max Gooding stood by
as Doctrow and Futral pre-
sented the awards. I owe
a great deal of my success
to three amazing women
at SFSC.” said Gooding,
who presented Doctrow
and Futral with plagues
and expressed his appre-
ciation for their dedica-
tion to teaching. He gave
a third plaque to SFSC em-
ployee Mary Wolfe, who
served as a mother figure
to Gooding when he en-
countered hurdies on way
to eamning his Associate in

ni Award went to four
studentss  Missy Slmp-
son, Leighton Skipper, A
Juarez, and Taylor Webb.
This year five students

MOFAC recognizes SFSCstudents
for award-winning art show entries

were chosen to receive the
MOFAC Docent Award, a
$50 award that recognizes
outstanding service to the
SFSC, its An nt
and MOFAC. The awards
went to Leighton Skipper,
Missy Simpson, Liz Car-
rofl, A. Juarez, and Ann
Louise Abbott.

SFSC’s art students de-
veloped the title of the
show, promotional graph-
ics, assisted with matting
and framing the artwork,
and helped install the

es, Doctrow said.

The 2016 Student Art Ex-
hibit sponsors are Joe and
Suzanne Wright, Charles
and Anne Reynolds, and
the SFSC Foundation.

The show was juried
by Joey Sacco, a local an-
ist, former SFSC adjunct
art instructor and a mem-
ber of MOFAC's Advisory
Committee.

The exhibition will
be on view at SFSC MO-
FAC through Thursday.
The museum is open to
the public from 1230-
430 p.m. on Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday, or
by appointment for group
tours. Patrons of the Wild-
stein Center may visit the
museum one hour prior to
matinee and evening per-
formances. For more in-
formation, call Doctrow at
(863) 784-7240.
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SSFSCstudentsnamedtoAll-FlondaAcademncTeam

Students from all over
state are honored during
a luncheonin Tampa

Special to Highlands Today

AVON PARK — The Florida College Sys-
tem (FCS) has named five South Flor-
ida State College students to the 2016
All-Florida Academic Team.

Each year, the Florida College System
names an All-Florida Academic Team to
honor the most outstanding students for
their academic achievement, leadership,
and service to the commumnity.

The five students were recognized at
an awards ceremony
The SFSC students were Mathew
Roxanne Guerndt, Celina Nuevo, Chris-
tian Reitnauer and Erica Roberts. They
joined lZZorfd)eupeetsfrngiiooﬂega
of the state’s 28-member FCS in being
named to the academic team.

“1 am proud of these students for their
academic achievements that led to be-
ing named to the All-Florida Academ-
ic Team,” said Florida Commissioner
of Education Pam Stewarn. “Florida col-
leges are known the nation
for their educational excellence, and I am
pleased they have prepared these stu-
dents for success now and in the future.”

April 21 in Tampa. April
Estima,

The students were presented with a
medallion recognizing their achieve-
ments at a luncheon. SFSC President
Thomas C. Leitzel, and Kimberly Hem-
ler, the college’s Honors Program advis-
er, were on hand.

Students named to the All-Florida Ac-
ademic Team were drawn from SFSC's

Honors Program and the college’s Tau
Epsilon chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, an
international academic honor society.

In nominating students for the team,
colleges consider participation in aca-
demic honors programs, membership in
and awards from collegiate societies, and
academic enrichment gained from in-
temnships and special projects.

Recently, Gov. Rick Scott
as Florida College System Month.
The 2016 All-Florida Academic Team is
sponsored by the Florida Lottery.

“We are proud of the outstanding
achievement of our Honors
Pha'maakappamcmbetsandgadto
see them honored in this way,” said Hem-
ler, whose main role at SFSC is adviser to
students at the Advising and Counseling
Center on the Campus.

For more information about SFSC's
Honors Program, contact Charlotte
Pressler, director, SFSC Honors Program,
and professor, English and humanities,
at (863) 784-7247 or Hemler at (863) 784-
7331
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SFSC professor earns Fulbright-Hays scholar award

Dr. Sonji Nichelas (second from left) with twe of her secology students before dass.



what she expects to incor-
porate into the classroom
curriculum after her stay
in Senegal.

“An important part of
this seminar abroad is
what the scholars bring
back to their home cam-
puses and community,”
Nicholas said.

The Fulbright-Hays

stratification.
for a week of preparation.  The results of Nicholas'

They fly fromthereto  grudies in Africa won't
S B

rom th ~ classrooms. One
%w@. ‘requirements of the award
mw,,ﬂm;m Ao wit tho wider
community,” said Michele community.
DeVane, the chair of the “I'll definitely give some _
Social and Behavioral talks for the resi-
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SFSC to launch Angscoverya«
summer program june Gt

SeeciaL 1o HiGiANDs Sun

South Florida State
College will soon launch

acﬁvmestbuwmbohm

students’ appreciation of

STEM-related subjects.
The first session runs

Monday - Thursday, June
6 -9 from 9 a.m. to noon

at SFSC’s Hardee campus
in Bowling Green; and

fmml:io-4:30p.m.atme
college’s DeSoto

June 10, wm;studam
returning at 7 p.m.
'lheseoondsudon
Jie 13 .16 fn 9am.
sk
campus in Avon
and 1:30-4:30 pm. at the
Lake Placid Center.
trip to Gainesville

= the
G TS ud doLais

Placid Center at 7 a.m.

on Friday, June 17, with

students returning at 7 p.m.
Students may register

to attend any one-week

session of their choice.

The :
summer program is open
to students who will enter
grades 11 and 12 this fall,
Students whose parents
do not have a college

ifspacebmﬂable.
For more

and to ) for
the program, visit SFSC's
program web page
gIZQDle or call Leah

at 863-784-7054
or Dr. Grace Dam at
863-784-7230. :

————
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SFSC alumnus believes in giving back




Srec1aL To Hiciaaxos Sux

AVON PARK — Every
college dreams of having
alumni like Max Gooding.

Gooding, a graduate
of South Florida State
College’s art department,
excelled in the classroom
and was involved in stu-
dmgmunnum.m
earning his Associate in
Arts degree, he went on
to a four-year university,
graduated, and started
his own company.

What's more, he never
ﬁngotwbexebeptins

start, giving his time,

talent, and money to
the college that helped
him to success.

“I wouldn't be who I
am without the time |

with a bachelor’s degree
in landscape architec-
ture. An investor saw

s work and was
so impressed that he

start his own studio, The

ing MOFAC's Wildflower
Wayside Trail, 2 self-guid-
eflvn!hngtrailwbae
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SFSC summier,
fall registration
continues

AVON PARK — It’s not
too early to register for
2016 summer and fall
terms at South Florida
State College. Student
may register now for
Summer Term 2016 class-
es. Summer classes begin
May 6. Fall Term 2016
registration began on
April 8 for students with
over 20 credits, and open
registration for all other
students April 22,
Fall classes Aug. 19.

The SFSC Welcome
Center on the
campus at Avon Park
accepts walk-in registra-
tions Monday - Thursday
from 8 a.m. t0 6 p.m., and
Fridays from 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. Students can also

college portal, Panther |

Central. New students
can for admission
to the co
the "Apply

page at www.southflori-

da.edu. v

Highlands Sun

Now" button =
at the top of SFSC's home

N Mallenfor
Travelers '

course
offered at SFSC
AVON PARK — “Italian
for Travelers,” is a class
designed to teach the
alphabet, numbers and
bmicoonmﬂoi:&lil:md
toeaun&' p tel
W i
transporta t-
wemtcourse\urillme:‘o(g’1
Monday and Wednesdays,
s o
June 22. Class
times are 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
The cost is $90, and the
course number (CRN) is
30784. The course requires
the of the book, .
Book and Dictionary,”
m-n&szs.ngnzsa'zmz
Register for classes
in Building B, at the
Highlands Campus or any
SFSC campus or center.

For more information
contact the Community
Education Department

N PARK —
R
e

i s
for
in Building B, at the

ds Campus,
Avon Park, or I:IY il;ic
campus or center.
can also register and pay
over the phone by calling
863-784-7405.
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Brown Tb Retire;

New Dean Named

A new dean of applied sci-
ences and technologies was
appointed last week at South
Florida State College.

Erik Christensen, currently
professor of physics and chair
of the natural sciences depart-

tires on May 31 after 17 years
of service to SFSC.

Christensen started teaching
at SFSC 12 years ago after re-
tiring from a career in the US.
Navy. He teaches physics and
astronomy, and is popularly
known for the night-time star-
gazing parties that draw stu-
dents and area residents to the
Highlands Campus.

“I am both honored and
humbled as 1 step out of the
classroom into  administra-
tion.” Christensen said. “But 1
am also excited at the prospect
of putting my leadership skills
to work helping the college
and working with familiar, but
still new, colleagues.”

The dean of applied sciences
and technologies oversees
SFSC’s many technical P:o‘z

occupational programs. Fr

the auto body repair shop to
the culinary arts kitchen to the
air-conditioning, refrigeration,
and heating technology pro-

gram, Christensen will shoul-
der responsibility for programs
that place graduates to work in
jobs throughout SFSC's tri-
county service area and be-

He will also manage educa-
tional programs that call upon
his areas of expertise: engi-
neering and science.

For now, Christensen will
close out his teaching respon-
sibilities as the spring term at
SFSC ends. He will work with
Brown on the transition for the
remainder of May and June.
He officially takes up his new
duties on July 1.

O 3l
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SFSCinitiative looks to attract
more minority males to college

Nearly 200 students
attended the half-day
program Friday at the

Highlands campus

BY MARC VALERO
Highiands Today

AVON PARK — Nearly 200 male
students from the five high
schools in DeSoto, Hardee and
Highlands counties attended
Friday’s Minority Male Initiative
at the South Florida State Col-
lege Highlands Campus

The initiative’s goal is to en-

courage the students to retumn
to SFSC or another college as a
student.

SFSC Dean of Student Ser-
vices Timothy Wise said the col-
lege worked with all five high
schools and their leadership
teams.

The project is a response 1o
the dwindling number of males,
especially minority males, on
college campuses, not only at
South Florida State College but
across the state and country, he
said.

SFSC representatives used to
attend Hillsborough Communi-

MINORITY, Page 7

A high school student attending Friday's Minority Male Initiative
at Sowth Florida State College receives a bag, with the program’s
agenda and information about the college, from Tara Jefferies,
SFSC coordinator Farmworker Career Development Program.
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'SFSC commencement to

beheldin2

Ceremonies slated
for 4:45 and 7:45
p.m. Thursday

Special to Highlands Today

AVON PARK — This year, South
Florida State College celebrates
spring commencement in two
ceremonies Thursday — at 4:45
p.m. and at 7:45 p.m. each — in
the Alan Jay Wildstein Center for
the Performing Arts, Highlands
Campus.

“We had a large number of
graduates this year, so we decid-
ed to have two commencement
ceremonies to provide students
with the maximum number of
seats for their guests in the per-
forming arts center,” said Tim-
othy Wise, dean,s Student Ser-
vices.

This Is the inaugural com-
mencement for students in the
Bachelor of Science degree in El-
ementary Education and Bache-
lor of Science degree in Nursing
pro: . The two programs
were launched in fall 2014.

During the 4:45 p.m. ceremo-
ny, students eaming their As-
sociate in Arts and Bachelor of
Science degree in Elementary
Education degrees will march
across the stage for their di-
plomas. The commencement
speaker is Audrey May, who
eams her AA degree.

The 7:45 p.m. ceremony fea-
tures students who are ecam-
ing their Bachelor of Applied
Science degrees in Supervision
and Management, r of
Science de&:: in Nursing, As-
sociate in nce degrees, oc-
cupational and college cred-
it certificates, and those who
will receive their Florida high
school diplomas. The com-
mencement speaker is Sharmin
Jones, who eamns her BSN de-

gree.

Some 459 students will have
met the SFSC graduation re-
quirements for the spring com-

mencement. Of these, 210 re-
ceive their AA, 55 receive their
AS, 119 receive occupation-
al certificates or col cred-
it certificates, 14 receive their
Florida high school diplomas,
and 22 receive a Bachelor
of Applied Science. The Bach-
elor of Science degree in Nurs-

ing program will graduate 27 -

students, and the Bachelor of
Science degree in Elementary
Education program will grad-
uate 12 students. Participat-
ing in the two commencement
ceremonies will be 285 stu-

dents.

Rec ns will be held in
the P. Cormelius Stu-
dent Services and Classroom

(Buil B) immedi-
ately following each of the com-
mencement ceremonies

-

FILE PHOTO
This year, South Florida State College celebrates spring commence-
ment in two ceremonies Thursday, at 4:45 p.m. and at 7:45 p.m. In
the Alan Jay Wildstein Center for the Performing Arts, Highlands
Campus, Avon Park. Some 285 students will participate.

Live online streaming, ac-
cessed by clicking a website
banner at www.southflorida.
edu, will allow friends and rela-
tives to see everything from the
processional to the last graduate
crossing the stage. The stream
%e‘gm at 4:30 7:30 p.m. EDT

ursday.

Mace bearer and chief mar-
shal for this year's ceremony is
Elizabeth Andrews, and mar-
shals are Davida Austin, Thomas
Bush, Kathleen Cappo, Dr. Cate
Cover, Robert Hampton, Dr.
Theresa James, Melanie Jack-
son, Michelle MacBeth, Claire
Miller, Ricardo Pantoja and
Lena Phelps.

The commencement rehears-
al takes place at 10 a.m. Thurs-
day in the Wildstein Center for
the Performing Arts,

n—— ——
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Community News

SFSC Panthers teach volleyball at ARC
AVON PARK — Members of the South Florida State College Lady
Panthers volleyball team spent three weeks teaching volleyball
to consumers at Ridge Area Arc during April. Consumers enjoyed
playing volleyball with the Lady Panthers for three Fridays this
past month. The team taught basic skills and played some games
on the outdoor net. Players also worked indoors with those who
had limited abilities to move by doing chair volleyball. Ridge Area
Arc honored the team on April 22 with an appreciation party
complete with cake and photo gifts. Arc consumers wished the
players who are graduating good luck in their future. Some players
are returning next season, so everyone was excited to hear that
they will see them again. Coach Kim Crawford coordinated this
effort. Ridge Area Arc consumer Frances Goff (in the front) helps
to present the cake and gifts to members of the South Florida
State College volleyball team. Her friend, Mary Beth Boudrias,
developed a special friendship over the past year and Goff
presented her with a picture of the two of them together.
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offers test prep
for new teachers

Special to Highlands Today

AVON PARK — South
Florida State College has
announced the availabili-

of two test tion

sses for those inter-
ested in taking the Flor-
ida Teacher Certifica-
tion Examination, more
commonly known as the
FTCE.

The two courses will
focus on the General
Knowledge Test, or GTK,
which is one of the main
components of the FTCE.
The classes will run from
early to mid-May at the
SFSC University Center
on the Highlands Campus
in Avon Park.

Florida Department of
Education requires pro-
spective teachers to pass
the GTK before entering
a teacher education pro-
gram at a college or uni-
versity. SFSC is
S ke OF nemers
for its Bachelor of Science
in Elementary Education

said Maday Leon, the lead
instruction in SFSC's ele-
mentary education teach-
er preparation program.
“The college wants to go
the extra mile in getting

le ready to enter the
profession and these GTK
Erepantion courses are a

ig step forus.”

SFSC’s Deparunent
of Corporate and Com-
munity Education has
scheduled two classes
that will help applicants
1o attain a passing score.
The six-hour FTGE Gen-
eral Knowledge English
class will offer a review of

to help test-tak-

three successive Saturday
mornings: May 7, 14 or 21,
from 8:30-10:30 a.m.

The FICE Gener-

al  Knowl Math
class will test-tak-
ers through the prob-
lem-solving  techniques
10 pass the mathematics
section of the GTK.

This class is offered

in two-hour sessions on
three successive Saturday
aftemoons: May 7, 14 or
21, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30

p-m.

The cost for each class
is $75. Test-takers can
register for one or both
classes, depending upon
the areas they want to re-
view.

To register for the class-
es, call (B63) 784-7405 or
email corporatetraining@
southflorida.edu.

Test-takers register-
ing for the course need
the textbook, “CliffsNotes
FTCE General Xnowled
lest,” which is availabl
online.

SFSC  launched its
Bachelor of Science in El-
ementary Education pro-
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Beating
the Odds

Audrey May speaks of success
dunng SFSC commencement

AMmMulewms«mmsmemmw-
dress on Thursday.



Special to Highlands Today

udrey May,
who is set to
uate from
uth Florida
State Coll
on Thursday, doesn't like
statistics. More to the
int, mathematics was
weakest subject.

But Mr%h\ows enough

about probability to re-
alize hers was a longshot
chance at picking up her
Associate in Arts degree

at SFSC’s spring 4:45 p.m.
Commencement ceremo-

ny.
But not only will May

mount the stage at SFSC's

afternoon ceremony for
arts and sciences grad-
uates to get her diplo-
ma, she will also take to
the lectern to deliver the
student commencement
address,

May’s journey to selec-
tion as the ﬁer starts
in Philadelphia, moves to
Dkeechobee, takes a har-

ing detour to Central
M(m. before ending
in Sebring, with stops in

Miami and Houston along

the way.

“I beat the odds to get
to SFSC m:'d ﬁnish&p my
associate degree,” May
said, while on SFSC's

ds Campus after a
day of classes. “Statistical-

ly speaking, people who

started out where I started

put don’t end up where |
am at now.”

May was born in Phila-
‘ a. Her parents had
moved to the mainland

search

T jobs. But when
he was 3 years old, her
parents moved their six
children to Okeechobee.,

“We were a family of
modest means

with my parents raising six
small N

children in a
May said.

house,

As the youngest child, TR— In lexas. sheloundan
was at the bottom river. The same river from like magic.” apartment, and she start

of the pecking order, and  \hich we drew ourwater.  The embassy arx taking classes at SFSC.
‘worse she said, the object  The same river thatcol-  for May and her four chil-  May had set her sights
of abuse from an older lected the sewage.” dren to exit El Salvador  on starting the nursing
sibling. In a fit of despera-  With her children’s bel- and resettle in Miami, rogram at SFSC. She
tion and seeking safety, at  Jjes bloated from chron-  where she had to readjust Enﬂwslw had to make
age 13 she ran away from  jc intestinal infections  to life in a county she had ner way through a bevyc
home. In searchofahav-  prought on by the river's  not seen in nearly 10 years. icience and general edu-
en, May slept in the g:lf water, May was ecstatic “Wow, it was both won- :ation courses with gooc
out at the local base when a band of Mormon  derful and crazy to be back jrades to gain a spot in tl
field. She helped herselfto mijssionaries sweptinto  home,” May said. “From mh)z;m.
outfits drying on clothes-  the with medicine. Miami I went to Houston, experienced ups
lines to maintain an ap- “As the missionaries  where family lived." ind downs. “I mm
pearance of normality.  yere talking among them-  May’s family in Houston oyed the science cla:

“As bad as things were,  selves about how to treat  could not cope with the ~ and the en t wit]
I kept going to school,” the children, they noticed young children. Heronly ‘he faculty, who really -
May recounted, with tears | understood what th option was a shelter. She  :ared if their students su

. “The OM were saying to each oth-  took it. seeded,” she said. “But ll
kids would make funof  er,” May said. “Theywere  The shelterproveda  1ad one problem: math.
me because of the wayl  blown away todiscover  boon for May. The staff ~ May had to pass col-
dr;ssed." st X that I was an American.” M[or lacggdcam. ege algebra. She signed

cscue irom ner mis- After hearing of May’s  helped Ma a part- -
. erable straits came inthe  travails, they hatched); time job Y grocer- ll;s lt:;:l: m ta‘t:‘g::
form of a man. May met ttobringher home. ies, and got her enrolledin G\ o who has taught
! anwmwom !omeetby m@mlm the class to hundreds of
- who offered her a measure the river the next day, My life was work, SFSC students. She faile
 of hope she could find love theywereread-  school, off to the childcare, yee oo\ aonin wi
‘and lety. ing the Bible so that they  then back to the shelter, (L "0 ot o for. She

The toCal-  could plan May’s escape  May said. “Butitwasa May
ifornia to live with his without raising any sus-  stable environment and, and chose McBrid
family and had a child. icionsamong herhus-  after finishing high school, g=2 St 4 o ey Te il
hand to mouth for the The missionariesgot  the community €ol- o oach'time, but I just
young couple, their¢ May to the American em- lege and graduate froma (i breik through
gave May a sense shehad  bassy, where she was met  study medical-assisting where I would pas
made the right move. with a frosty reception.  p! o Bl “So. Twenit ba

May went with the Without any documen- Ater working full-time o' ‘G and my guid
child’s father to his ances-  tation from May, they ata hospital, Maysaved -0l oo - Kim He
tral in El Salvador  weren't convinced she was money 1o MOVe 10 e c o o
to visit his family and set-  an American. County, a€om- e n il coid he rec-
tle some business affecting  “Not whatto  munity she said she knew ommended May take th
lus tionstatus.  do, I started the wasagreatplacetoraisea ..o oo =

“Itwas all atrick," said  pledge of allegianceand  family. dent study class so that
May. “After three months,  singing ‘The Star-Span- “My first priority was to I
1 said we had to back gedBanner."' Maysald a ob." Maqugot Sbew.uuwo*“wc
for the baby’s sake, buthe  \ith her first sign of glee onat Florida Hos-  pace. smkeg:&om-
ripped up "3’5 and the ba- reoounung.li_;‘cr days k?:fd p}tal ix;z1 their ;?b because i:gs Mbm“o':'d = ;:

8 passports. captivity. “That wor of my hospit rience -

May found herself o= L0 2N P VY SOSPLEYPE course,” McBride said
trapped in the hinterland May’s n te
of El Salvador. Now the &mmegedmtorma
object of hetﬁusbmd’s mﬂm I typically do

whim. Her Shsir

mm B study, but May worked

 “I became a campesi- with me one-on-one o

na,” May Mm many sessions and in

the Spanish word for a lhcend"shepassedﬂm

rural “Ijoined course.

the woman beat- While May was work

ing clothes on rocks in the her way through SFSC’
Associate in Arts degres
program, she continue
at her lab job at Florida
Hospital and caring for
her children at an apar

MAY, Pag



May

From Page 5

ment in Avon Park, “There was this
guy whoworked in the emergency
room who was ing tabs on me,”
May said. “I t he was spoo
because he kept ring me
attention.’,

After six months avoiding him,
May agreed to go out on a date. “|
thought this guy is going to run once
he finds out I am single mom with
a whole brood of kids," May said.
“During our dinner date, I laid it eut
for him. He said ‘that’s OK’ and I am
like stunned.”

Brandon May, whose mother, Ei-
leen May, heads up the Lake Placid
Chamber of Commerce, married
Audrey in a ceremony she never
dreamed would happen. Pulling up
a Facebook picture of herself at the
altar, May said: “This is something |
thought was just not possible. Bran-
don was a gift from God.” May has
forged a close bond with her father
in law, Buddy, finally finding a fa-
ther figure.

They soon added children to the
‘brood.” Working, married and a
mother to a growing family, May

kept plugging away at earning the
credits _(.;‘53;,,% her associate gegree
at SFSC. “After a few years of work-
ing with my amazing supervisor and
the lab director at a Hospi-

tal, they helped me decide to move
away from nursing toward biomedi-
cal sciences,” May said. With college
algebra out of the way, May pi

up the pace, taking more classes in
order to clinch her associate degree
this spring.

“My focus at SFSC centered on
my two-year degree so that I could
enter Adventist Health Scienc-
DacTielors oston o curb L ls e

chelor’s ee p %
May said. A ggregme lr:gll.gmmedical
sciences will build on May’s work
experience in the lab, giving her an

opportunity to increase her earnings

working in a hospital-based lab.
“Without the extra help from the
dedicated instructors like Mr. Mc-
Bride, the tutors like Enrique Ramos
in SFSC’s Learning Resources Cen-
ter, and all the support I got from
Kim Hemler in the Advising and
Counseling Center, I likely would
never have kept at it,” May said, as
she pondered what might have been.
With that thought in mind, May

-

nominated herself as commence-
ment speaker. She said she had a
story to tell, one that touched both
on her personal triumph and the
part SFSC played in her success. But
there’s a third reason May has for
using her life’s story as the basis for
the commencement address.

“Yes, I want the audience to hear
that statistically speaking I should
have been a woman who never
would have made it this far,” May
said. "But my most important au-
dience will be my children on that
night.

“I want my kids to know I dedi-
cate my degree to them. If Mom can
get her education after all that she

as been through, then they can do
itt0o.”

SFSC will hold two commence-
ment ceremonies this spring. An
afternoon ceremony for art and sci-
ences graduates is at 4:45 p.m. and a
ceremony for applied sciences and
technologies, health sciences, and
high school diploma graduates is
at 7:45 p.m.. Both ceremonies will
take place in the Wildstein Center
for the Performing Arts on SFSC's
Highlands Camligurli 600 W. College
Drive, in Avon
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‘Steam Powered

Innovation’ show
opens today at SFSC

SeeciaL 10 Tue News-Sun

AVON PARK — South
Florida State College's
Museum of Florida Art
and Culture will pres-
ent “Steam Powered
Innovation,” a juried
student art show, April
6 through April 28, in
the museum’s gal-
lery on the college’s
Highlands Campus.

The show features
drawings, paintings,
computer-generated
graphics, relief prints,
and pottery from more
than two dozen SFSC
art students.

“We put on an annual
show to give the stu-
dents an opportunity
to present their work in
a professional setting,”
said Mollie Doctrow,
MOFAC's curator, who
also teaches drawing
and graphics classes at
SFSC.

Doctrow noted the
show offers an ideal
opportunity for the
public to purchase
reasonably priced art.
“Visitors will see quite
excellent art,” Doctrow
said. “They will find

some good deals
on work from rising
artists.”

SFSC’s art students
chose the title of the
show and promotional
graphics, assisted with
matting and framing
the artwork, and
installed the pieces.

“We went with ‘Steam
Powered' because the
show has a sense of
combining old time
technology with mod-
ern concepts,” said
Amy Brumfield, a first
year student in the art
program who has one
of her pieces of art in
the show.

A students’ awards
ceremony and recep-
tion will be held on
April 21, 12:30-2:30
p-m., in MOFAC's gal-
leries. The Tanglewood
Art League will present
their annual scholar-
ship award to an out-
standing art student.
The public is invited to
attend.

Students will also
receive one of several
Max Gooding Awards
that will be used to
purchase student art
of exceptional quality

for the SFSC Student
Art Collection. This
award is made possible
by SFSC alumni Max
Gooding. A student
will receive the MOFAC
Docents Art Award,
created to recognize

a student who has
achieved artistic excel-
lence and contributed
to MOFAC and the art
department.

The show is spon-
sored SFSC district
board trustee Joe
Wright and his wife
Suzanne, former SFSC
dean Doug Andrews
and his wife Elizabeth,
and the SFSC
Foundation.

MOFAC opens its gal-
leries to the public on
Wednesday, Thursday,
and Friday, 12:30-4:30
p.m., or by appoint-
ment for group tours.
Patrons of the Wildstein
Center may visit the
museum one hour
prior to matinee and
evening performances.
For more information
about MOFAC and its
exhibitions, visit www.
mofac.org, or contact
Mollie Doctow at
863-784-7240.
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Panthers' Saturday

game called in 7th
with score tied

Highlands Today Sports Staff

The Suncoast Conference base-
ball standings are pretty tight,
which means there are plenty of
evenly matched teams fighting
for one of the top four spots in or-
der to advance to the state tour-
nament. That was evident by the
South Florida State College Pan-
thers baseball team, as'it dropped
a 10-9, 10-inning game to Flori-
da Southwestern
at Panther Field
on Friday and then
saw Saturday’s
conference game
with State College
of Florida halted in
the seventh inning
due to rain with the
score tied at 4.

With all six teams having h)layed
15 games, St. Petersburg College is
leading the way with a 10-5 con-
ference record, followed by Polk
State College at 9-6. The Panthers
are all alone in third place with
an 8-7 record, with State College
of Florida sitting in the final play-
off spot with a 7-8 record. Florida
Southwestern is 6-9 and Hillsbor-
ough Community College is 5-10,

So while the Panthers are just
two games out of firs{ place,
they're also just two games in
front of the fifth-place team,
which will make for some mean-
ingful games down the stretch.

On Friday, the Panthers
watched an early 4-1 lead evapo-
rate in the top of the third, as the
Buccaneers scored three times to
tie the score and took the lead in
the top of the fourth with a run,
only to see the Panthers storm
back with five runs in the bottom
of the fourth.

Florida Southwestern answered
with four runs in the top of the
fifth bef.om the pitchers took con-

McClure



SFSC run in 3 2/3 innings, while RBI, Hernando Sierra had a
*  fanning seven, but the Pan- pair of hits and John Tatum

From Page | _thers couldn’t mount any- and Tobias Culpepper both

thing offensively in the sec- scored a pair of runs.
gmewithamninthe top of ond half of the game. Coach Rick Hitt's team
e 10th irmni Harrison McClure led the will be at home tonight for

iming.
Kevin Coleman did a solid Panthers offensively with the second game in a three-
job in relief, allowing just one a pair of doubles and three game series against State Col-

lege of Florida and the Pan-
thers return to Bradenton on
Wednesday.

South Florida State College
will begin a threes e serie’
with conference-leading .
Petersburg College on Frid.
at Panther Field.
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GOOCH

Colieg il recogpize

er head baseball

ooach Gooch
on Priday April 15, just

prior

to its 6 p.m. game

against Hillsborough

Community College of
mATlp&FSC fans, family
S ;
members and friends
are invited to come out
and help the Panthers

wil

ceremonial first pitch.

mize Gooch, who
hrow out the
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South Florida State College shortstop Katlyn Vega waits for the throw as St. Petersburg College’s Ashley Spell steals second base
during Tuesday's first game at Panther Field.

Panthers split with Titans

South Florida wins nightcap
but out of playoff race

BY MARK PINSON
Highlands Today

AVON PARK — The South Flori-
da State College softball team fin-
ished the season on a high note
by winning its final game by a
score of 2-0 over St. Petersburg
College on Tuesday at Panther
Field.

The Titans won the first game
by a score of 9-1, which dropped
South Florida to 23-24 overall and
5-14 in Suncoast Conferenge play.
T'he loss eliminated the Panthers
from postseason play.

“This is a great group of girls,”
said South Florida softball coach
Carlos Falla. “I'm proud of the
way they fought and battled all
season and never gave up. It was
disappointing to lose and be

eliminated from the postseason,

In the 2-0 win, South Florida's
Stephanie Norris started and got
the win against the Titans,

Shelby Press contributed an
RBI hit and Norris helped her
own cause with a run-scoring hit.

“We swung the bats well,” said
Falla, “We had nine hits, put the
ball in play and Hannah Lol-
lis came in and closed the game
out.”

In the first game, St. Peters-
burg jumped on top in the sec-
ond inning as Macy Rodriguez
singled, moved to second base on
a ground out and scored on Ni-
cole Kovalsky's single to center
field. Keeley Mayers doubled to
left-center field to plate Kovalsky
to put the Titans up by a score of
2+0.

South Florida answered in the
bottom of the frame as Nicole



Softball
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down the right-field line and scored on
a ground out by Rachel Reinbott to pull
the Panthers within 2-1.

St. Petersburg erupted in the top of
the third against South Florida
right-hander H Pinterich.

Ashley Spell had a two-run single up
the
cause with a two-run single, and May-
ers capped the inning with a two-run
double to put the Titans up by a score of
8-1.

South Florida had several runners on
base over the next three but
Kovalsky, a hard-throwing right-hander,
was able to escape each jam unscathed.

St. Petersburg tacked on a run in the
top of the ﬂﬁh'?nning to extend its lead
10 9-1,

South Florida had two batters reach
base in the bottom of the inning, but
Kovalsky slammed the door shut to se-

e, Kovalsky aided her own |

MARY PINSON/STASF
South Florida'’s Christine Colll slides in
safely with a triple during Tuesday's game
against St. Petersburg College.

cure the conference victory for the Ti-
tans.

“Haley pitched great against St. Pe-
tersburg in some other games but for
some reason we just didn't g:t it done,”
said Falla. “St. Petersburg had a lot of
bloopers and hits that found a hole, but

{ many college

they look like line drives in the score-
book. They scored the runs they need-
ed, and one run by us isn't going to win
softball games.” ‘

Despite the loss, the future looks
bright for the Panthers,

‘e have 13 girls coming back for next
year,” said Falla. "We were ve?- ung
this year, but the girls got a lot o pﬁymg
time and gained a lot of experience. They
played hard, but we just have to get bet-
ter if we want to make the state playoffs,”

With so many girls returning for next
year, South Florida is looking for a few
special players during the offseason.

“Usually I'm looking for a bunch of
girls, but this year we're looking to fill
certain needs,” Falla said. “It’s nice to
have so mamlaycrs returning because
they know what to expect from me, how
competitive college softball is and what
it takes to be successful. I really enjoy
coaching this group and I'm looking for-
ward to next year.”

Loom
(863) 386-5837
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ALLEN MOODY/STAFF
Sebring players with their parents, from left: Jimmy Peck, Jordan Austin and David DeGenaro pose for a photo at Firemen’s Field on
Friday to announce thelr college signings.

Three Streaks
sign with colleges

Austin, DeGenaro, Peck ink deals to continue baseball careers

BY ALLEN MOODY
Highlands Today

SEBRING — The Sebring Blue Streaks
baseball squad is more of a family than a
team, and it shows in what they do both
on and off the field. When something
good happens for a fellow Blue Streak, the
entire team is there to celebrate the oc-
casion. And that's what took place Friday
night, as the entire Sebring baseball team
was on hand to recognize the college sign-
ings of Jordan Austin, David DeGenaro
and Jimmy Peck.

AuL.stin_wil! be playing“for Rick }L{itt's

while Peck will be heading to Flagler Col-
lege in St. Augustine, DeGenaro will be
making the longest trip, loading up his
new winter clothing and heading to Nyack
C ollege in New York.

“I'm proud of those three guys academ-
ically, as well as athletically,” said Sebring '
coach Jasone DeWitt. “They’ve been able
to balance what it takes to be a true stu-
dent-athlete.”

Dewitt said it’s great to see the three
players move on and he was hopeful sev-
eral of their teammates would be follow-
ing suit in the near future,

s T OER RS N Vi i g VR o o o N W e Wl e

Streaks in centerfield and not only helps
produces runs, but keeps them off the
scoreboard with his ability to get to balls
hit in the gap that seem uncatchable.
“He's a spark plug for us and a guy
whn makes things happen on the bas-
es,” DeWitt said. "He runs balls down for
gap to gap. Coach Hitt is getting a great
young man and a great athlete, as well.
The things he does on the field and in the
clubhouse, he really continues to lead our
guys. For me, it's nice to have had him
around for three years.”
Austin said staying close to his family
was a big reason for wanting to sign with
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the Panthers and he had al-
ready committed to the team
before the start of the season.
“1 didn't want to go too
far away and playing in your
't get

any better than that,” Austin
said. “Staying close to home,
all my family can see me

I like the school. |

fit in with what they're
todo.”

Austin saild having former

gz

be an added bonus. Sebring players, coaches and school officlals surround Jimmy Peck, Jordan Austin and David

“He'll definitely help me DeGenaro to announce their college signings at Firemen's Fleld on Friday.

out a lot getting used to the
college level,” he said.

Austin said he knows noth-
ing is going to be given to
him, and he'll have to show
up and fight for a tion in
the Panthers’ ou which
is exactly the way he wants it.

“I know I'm going to have
to go in there and compete,”
he said, "1 wouldn’t want to
just show up and play. 1 want
to eam it."

He said it’s great to see sev-
eral of his teammates also
moving on to play in coller‘
anb(;l:e couldn'lf have ask for
a er group of guys to grow
up with and play baseball
with, ranging from the time
they were first Dixie Youth
Baseball World Series cham-
pions to now.

Austin said his parents
have been a real blessing and
have above and beyond
the cal of duty.

“I want to thank my par-
ents for supporting me in ev-
ery thing I've done
and driving me all over this
state,” he said. "It definite-
ly paid off. I have to thank
all my coaches and all my
friends and family for sup-

rting me and always be-

in me.”
DeGenaro

DeGenaro was  looking
at some Division 11 college
in the state, but said things
somehow to fall
thro which Is now

ul for. He received a
hone call from Nyack Col-
ns!. asking him to send
some video that led to a visit,
and he was hooked.

“I went there on a visit and
turned out to love it,” he said.
“It's a new area, which I'm
really excited about. Living in
Florida my entire life it be

a big change, but I'm looking
forward to it.”

DeWitt said DeGenaro's
willingness to do whatever
it took to better himself was
unbeatable.

“His work cthic for the
three years I've been here is
unbelievable,” DeWitt said.
“He's a guy who puts in extra
time and works hard and it's
paid off for him."

DeGenaro said his season
started off a bit shaky, but
DeWitt's faith in him never
wavered and DeGenaro had
a breakthrough season, both
on the mound and at the
plate. ot

“He sta getting more
confidence as the season
went on at the plate and on
the mound and he was very
capable of doing what he did
this year,” DeWitt said. “I'm
proud of him and he's go-
ing to be a big part, whether
he's on the mound or over at
third and swinging it, for us
as well.”

DeGenaro said once he
stopped worrying about
the things he couldn't con-
trol, things started clicking
for him and he'll.
be a pitcher in his
season with the Warriors,
with the possibility of m
ing some in the i e
he’ll have more rtunities
to play in the day
beginning in his sophomore
season.

He said it would be a bit
strange not having his team-

mates beside him at first.
“l love these I grew
up with them,” he said.

“There’s a lot of bonds, a lot
of friendships and even if you
didn't get along, we wo

it out as brothers. I value my

tcammates so greatly be-
cause | knew they were nev-
er going to cheat me; they
weren't going to cheat me
in the cage, weren't go-
ing to cheat me in the weight
room; we were all going to
give it our best every day be-
cause we knew we would
hold each other accountable
forir.”

DeGenaro said Coach De-
Witt has been great to play
for and he was grateful his
Dixie coaches Dean Frazier
and Jim Peck (Jimmy's fa-
ther) for instilling the val-
ue of hard work in him at an
early age.

“I'm thankful to my coach-
es, friends and family for
Msupm'hemd

Jimmy

Peck is a force behind the
plate and has more respon-
sibilities as catcher than the
majority of college catchers,

“He loves being back there
and he does a great job with
our pitchers,” DeWitt said.
“We've tumed it over to him
these last two years and he
calls pitches unless there's

we  definit

wanted then we would ea

" it. He's handled them well.

He had some young {uya last
year without a lot of experi-
ence and he was able to settle
them down in big situations.

“He's a captain out there
on the defensive side of the
game and he knows what he
needs to do with'guys out
there in certain positions. We
don’t have a lot of teams who
try to steal on us because of
his poe times.”

Peck said he takes pride
in his defense and it's some-
lhiﬂﬁ\t;c works on every day.

U's pretty much every

single day; blocking, receiv-
ing, transfers, throw to sec-
ond," Peck said. “I love my
defense. 1 take a lot of pride
in my hitwing, too. It isn't
what it's been in the past, ob-
viously, but I'll work on it. It's
a mental thing.”

Peck said ghc thought he
would be seen by college
scouts with his summer trav-
¢l ball team, which played at
a number of the bigger ven-
ues, but his offer came as a
result of a two-day camp at

r.
“We played some scrim-
mage games with the guys
who were there and Coach
Jonathan Holt, their recruit-
ing coordinator and pitch-
ing coach, said ‘we like
you, we like your size, your
g:'\:m and how you move
ind the plate and we can
just tell you're a leader,” "
Peck said, “They called me
two days later and offered
and 1 love the area up there
and the coaches, the field.”
DeWitt said there's no
doubt that Peck will do just

fine with the Saints,
“Those at Flagler are
great coa and he's going

to continue to develop and
the future is pretty t for
him,” DeWitt said. “He hasn't
peaked with his ability.”

Peck said it be a
change not having his Se-
bring teammates with him

“It will really be weird,” he
said. “This group, we've been
together since we were knee-
high to a grasshopper, but
I've played with completely
different teams over the sum-
mer in travel ball; kids from
California, North Carolina,
Georgia, so | think I'll fit in
pretty well.”
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_ The South Florida State athlet-
ic department will be hosting their 2016
Awards Day on Tuesday in the Univer-
sity Center auditorium and lobby. The
athletic t will be recognizing
all student athletes for their contributions
to the 2015-16 athletic season at 4 p.m. in
the auditorium, followed by a reception
in the lobby with snacks and drinks. All
fans, parents, friends and SFSC employees
are welcome to attend. There is no charge
to attend this event, nor are reservations

required.
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( “Summer volleyball camps pisnned™

AVON rm—smﬁ%mh

.lae_‘g;%will hold summer vo! camps
ughout June and July. Camp is open

toalla%?eandwillbesp it into three ses-
sions. first session runs June 13 to
16, and the second runs from June 27 to
June 30. The third session is July 11 to 14.
Camp runs from 10 a.m, to 12:30 p.m. and
2 p.m. to 5:15 p.m. Cost is $100 per week

or $30 per session. Applications can
be found at +/ F'www:southflorida.edu/
athletics/voll {

A Baseball camps set for SFSC

AVON PARK — South Flogq aﬁgﬁ ﬁgl-
lege is offering two summer
camps from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30m each
day. The camps are Mondays ugh
Thursdays, from June 6 to 9 and June 20
to 23. Registration will take between
8 and 8:30 a.m. Cost is $80 for each camp.
Both can be attended for $150. Camps are
for ages 5 to 14. Cost includes T-shirts for
all rs. Camps will focus on offensive
and defensive fundamentals, baseball-ori-
ented agility and game situations. For
more information, call Panther coach/AD
Rick Hitt at (863) 784-7036, email hittr@
southflorida.edu or visit www.southflori-
da.edu/baseball.



TWWW.NeWSSUn.com

Wednesday, April 27, 2016 | NEWS-SUN | B9

l('mun&mmmmwmu

Panthers boxed in by national power Polk State

By MARY KAY BERNARD
CORRESPONDENT

AVON PARK - Having
earned a state ranking
amid an 18-8 stant
earlier this year, the
South Florida State
College Panthers are
now trying to scratch
and claw theirway to a
plus-.500 finish.

SFSC baseball team’s
recent late-season
slide continued on
Friday when it lost to
national power Polk
State College 10-1ina
rain-shortened game
at Panther Field. It was
SFSC's third consecu-
tive loss.

Six innings were

enough to beat SFSC
in its latest outing as
the visiting Eagles
(35-13 overall, 20-7
Suncoast Conference)
clinched the confer-
ence title for the third
straight year.

“It’s a very frustrating
situation, to say the
least,” said SFSC coach
Rick Hitt. "Pitching-
wise, we've struggled
gled earlier this year,
but we were able to
compensate for that
offensively. We just
haven't been able to do
that here in the second
half”

The loss dropped
the Panthers’ record to

UP NEXT
* Who: South Florida State College at Florida
SouthWestern State College.
* When: Today, 6 p.m.
* Where: Fort Myers.
26-26 after storming to  18th in the nation.
an 18-8 mark to start Then, with two outs,
the season. an error in the out-
Their latest setback,  field, a double and
once again, could be two walks led to three
attributed to pitching  more runs for Polk
struggles as SFSC State.
starter Jason Plyn The Eagles added
lasted just 2/3 of an three more earned
inning and gave up runs in the second
four runs, but only one  and third innings off
was earned. pitcher Cody Spencer
Ahomerunstarted  on four hits and two
things off for the walks.
Eagles, who are ranked  *South Florida State’s
third in the state and Jarred Neal then

relieved Spencer and
the Eagles tacked on
three more runs on
four hits, including
a home run, in the
fourth inning.

The Panthers’
final pitcher, Kevin
Coleman, finally was
able to shut the door
on the Eagles’ offense
and pitched 2 2/3
one hit.

“It’'s been a common
theme, unfortunately,
throughout the year,”
Hitt said. “We've given
up an awful lot of runs.
Some days we've been
able to score some
runs and counteract
that, but most days

that hasn't occurred.”

In Friday’s game,
the Panthers scored
their only run in the
second inning when
Hemando Sierra
doubled, advanced
to third on a sacrifice
fly by Equon Smith,
and came home on
a fielder’s choice by
Quentin Davis.

In the third, Panther
John Tatum was
stranded at third base.
Other than that, only
Sierra reached first
base safely in the final
went 2-for-2 with
a double and a run
scored. SFSC’s Matt
Portis went 1-for-2.
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ALLEN MOODY/STAFF

The South Florida State College Panthers celebrate their 10-inning victory over Florida Southwestern at Panther Field on Monday.

Panthers win homefinale

South Florida loses lead
late, but rallies for victory

ALLEN MOOOY/STAFF

South Florida State College pitcher Juan
Terron threw 6 2/3 solid Innings Monday.

BY ALLEN MOODY
Highlands Today

AVON PARK — Winning hasn't necessar-
ily come easy for South Florida State Col-
lege Panthers, but on Monday they found
a way to get the job done in their last
game of the season at Panther Field.

After watching a 4-1 ninth-inning lead
turn into a 5-4 deficit, the Panthers tied
the game in the bottom of the ninth and
won in the bottom of the 10th on Evan
Shaffner’s walk-off base hit.

“That's true college baseball,” said
South Florida coach Rick Hitt. "Every day
is a different day.”

The Panthers (27-26 overall) were
swinging the bats well right from the
start, although a first-inning single by To-

bias Culpepper and Harrison McClure's
first-inning double went for naught.

The Panthers got on the scoreboard
with two outs in the bottom of the sec-
ond, as Hermando Sierra was hit by a
pitch and Shaffner walked. Both run-
ners advanced on a passed ball and Eric
Schulte brought them home with a two-
run single.

The Panthers doubled their lead in the
bottom of the third, as John Tatum sin-
gled and stole second. McClure delivered
an RBI double and Dalton Scarbrough
followed with an RBI double of his own to
make it 4-0.

South Florida starter Juan Terron
sailed through the first four innings, al-
lowing only one hit, and was able to get

PANTHERS, Page 2
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out of a two-on jam in the top of the
sixth

In the seventh, the Buccaneers were
able to get on the scoreboard with an
uncamed run, but reliever Scott Bel-
lina shut the door without any addi-
tional damage. Bellina pitched a score-
less eighth inning and the Panthers still
maintained their 4-1 lead.

1 though Juan Terron, our starter,
did a really good job,” Hitt said. “We've
had back-to-back two well-started
games, with Jonathan Struck this past
weekend, and Juan tonight. Juan's pitch
count got to the point where he needed
to go and Scott had a good two
innings and had some arnn tightness
and we got him out of there.”

In the top of the ninth inning, Mc-
Clure came into the game and walked
the first batter and hit the next. A walk
to John O' Connor was followed by JD
Dutka’s fourth home run of the season
and the grand slam gave the Buccaneers
a 5-4 lead. Austin Haworth got the final
two outs of the inning.

“We the ball in Harry’s hands,
and you feel comfortable with
the ball in your closer's hands, and to-
night it just didn't work out for him,"
Hitt said. “But his teammates picked
him up and that’s an important part of
playing a team sport is finding a way to
overcome adversity. We've had some

that down the stretch
and tonight | was glad to see them
bounce back after that.”

Culpepper drew a one-out walk and
advanced to second. With two outs Mc-
Clure hit a slow roller towards second
for an infield single and Culpepper kept
run.nln& scoring when the throw home
was in the dirt to tie the score.

Quentin Davis reached on an error
to start the bottom of the 10th and ad-
vanced to second on a wild pitch. Jarred
Neal dropped down a ect sacrifice
bunt to Davis to third. After a
walk to Alfred Brown, Shaffner drilled a
pitch to the left-centerfield gap and Da-
vis scored the wi run.

Hitt said it was for his seniors

ALLEN MOODY/STARS
South Florida State College's Toblas Culpepper steals third base before Florida
Southwestern's Jett Swetland can make the tag in Monday's game.

to go out with a win in their final home

e,

“They're a good bunch of guys and
m«zm an enjoyable group of guys,” he
sai 'Youreaﬂywantmdu:rto
happen for them. We've a little bit
short on the mound for a little while and
tried to slug our way to victory some
days and it hasn’t worked out the m
you draw it up, but it's not from a
of effort.”

The Panthers will close out the sea-
son today against Florida Southwestern
in Fort Myers, Max Boling is expected 1o
get the start for South Florida.
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